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MEMORANDUM FOR THE. DIRECTOR 


As a matter of record it may be s tat ed while 
resence of a personal friend oif 

’2), the Director, and this Agent7 

stated of his own free will and accord 
that he had something on his mind and that he would 
like to get it off. He stated that while in Philadelphia 
he used to bring such natters to the Secret Service 
Department, and if the Director wanted him to he would 
tell him the things that he had on his mind. The 
Director st^e^tha^hewould appreciate knowing the 
same, andVHH||Hstated that quit^awhile ago 
Father Coughn^te^phoned him and askeo^H^Mvif 
he would command an army of approximately 260,000 men 
to march to ***exico and overthrov. the Mexican government 
that was at that time picking on the Catholic Church, 
that the Mexicans had kidnapped the archbishop, and 
that Coughlin stated that he had the financial backing 
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He stated that he thought that 
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KtCORDED & INDEX!:? 
stated that he recognized la 
Coughlin's voice and as soon a6 he recognized his voice 
he requested a friend of his, an editor of a Phila 1936 

paper, to go up stairs and listen in on tne conversation 
on an extension telephone. He said that he told Father 
Coughlin that he would not do this because it amounted 
to trtobuii, Hint he was employed by the Federal government 
and thto 11 voughlin started such a movement the President_ 
of the United States would assemble the militia ~ahd stop ^ 3 ' 
such a movement. Coughlin's answer to this was that I 
should not worry about President Roosevelt becaus^they 
would take care of him on the way down. Again ■ 
stated that he told Coughlin that this amounted 
treason, and that he wo uld not ta lk to him about the 
same over the telephone.^pBHtfsaid that at the 
conclusion of the telephone conversation, this telephone 
connection was traced and that it was traced back to 
Coughlin. 
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Memorandum lor the Director. 
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AugUSt 8, 1936. 


asked Coughlin whether or not he had requostec. 
■ to head this movement and Cough^^relused to deny 
i^jiq told this can to go and eskfl^^^HV It was this 
that prompted him to bring the quesTSr^o the Director. 


^stated that very recently 
an ex-marine came to him and snowed him a Chinese ring 
which was c certification that he was a dope smuggler, 
and wolc. him xhst he haa just helped smuggle one 
hundred Brov.nie automatic Rifles from one of the arsenals 
for this group of men, ana that they had hidden them 
on the estate of John _D_4_f.ockei’eller. He stated that 
nocKefeller knew nothing about this but that the men 
had hidde;^there so that they woula not be 
founa. stated that he was quite aisturbea 

over this^He decided to check up on tnis so he went 
to the quartermaster of one of the arsenals who was a 
iriena of his ana asked him if he knew anything about the 
rifles being gone, Ena the quartermaster imormec him 
that one hundred Brownie Automatic Rifles had been 
stolen from one of the arsenals, and that that arsenal 
of this particular quartermisier had also lost iifteen 
automatic Rifles. 


sta ted that he knew the 

present politiciA^situ^xon ana if such movement was 
developed, it could very easily throw the next 
election either way and that he did not want to bring 
this out in the open and be criticized. He knew that 
his integrity and his honesty had never been questioned, 
and that he thought the Director could see through the 
whole thing. 

He stated that it seemed to be Coughlin's 
intention of starting an armed revolution in the United 
States, and that Coughlin haa made the statement that the 
voters of the United States would not have an 
opportunity to vote after the next election, indicating 
that there was going to be a revolution and a dictatorial 
form of government set up in the place of the present 
democratic government. 

Hlthen informed the Director that he 
wanted t^tfR^this information over to him end that 
he would get all of the facts enu bring them into the 
Director at a later date. The Director informed him 
that he would be glad to receive this iniornation. 
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August 8, 1936. 


While going around on the tour, 
informed this agent that he had the affidavits of 
various parties in connection vdth this plot, and that 
he had them locked in his sale in his home. He added 
that he would bring them to the Director later. He 
stated that he would wait for another movement from 
'■'OUghlin before he told the Director anything else, ana 
as soon as Coughlin made another move he would immediately 
come to Washington and report the same to Ur. Hoover. 

informed this a 6 ent that this 
thing wee just worrying him to death, that his grandchildren 
had been threatened, that he had been threatened, that 
he expected to be mux’dered end. if so it v.oula be at 
the hands of Coughlin and his faction. 

At the conclusion of the tour, 
stated again that he was going to bring this information 
to the Director and at this time he requested this agent 
to inform i.lr. Hoover not to say anything about this 
to the Attorney General Cummings. It may be sta ted that 
while informing the Director about this movement® 
made no statement or no request that this ini orm^io^^^^ 
was to be kept strictly confidential by the Director. 

AfteiSHHm^mH|^^^ had departed, 
this agent immed^oe^^reportean^request to the 
Director, and at that time the Director informed this 
agent he had already submitted this information personally 
to the Attorney General. 

As a matter of record it may be stated that 
the above conversation took place in the Director's 
office v.iU.lc ^king a tour of the federal Bureau of 
Investigation at approximately 4:30 p.m., August 7, 1936. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR. 


. . J .... U 


10UGHLIN 
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MrEarlJvClxceyj^ Secretary to Sent, tori Thomas 
of Utah, telephoned me this morning and informed me confidentially - that 
a close personal friend of Senetor Thomas had written hin from the 
Pacific Coast and requested information as to how to proceed to investi¬ 
gate Father Coughlin. 

Mr. Wixcey states that the Senator intended to 
answer this letter merely offering an investigative suggestion and he 
wanted to know if I had any ideas. He stated that for my confidential 
information a Jewish organization, comprised of the more prominent Jewish 
movie stars, decided to investigate Father Coughlin with the thourht of 
netting something on him in view of his recent apparently pro-Nazi 
statements and that apparently they are going to make a rather extensive 
investigation. I informed Mr. Kixcey thet I had no suggestions at allj 
th..t the only thing I even knew about Father Coughlin was what I read in 
the newspapers. Mr. ftixcey said, "Well, that is as much as the Senator 
or I know" and I added that it might be a good place to start. He said 
he would so tell them. 


I thought you would be interested in the foregoing. 
Mr. Nix^e^ did not give me the name of the organization or the neme of l 
- the person writing Senator Thomas. \ 


Respectfully, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ;• < 
. BY 
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I would appreciate it if you would transmit to the 
Criminal Divif 
\\ respect to 
^ Justice Publishing 

Flower, Inc. National Onion for Social Justice, Inc. and 
^ocial Justice Poor Society, Inc. 
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62-41602 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR.E. A. TAM 


In connection with the attached memorandum to Mr# 
Rogge, dated November 28, *1939, you will remember that I sub¬ 
mitted a memorandum several days ago concerning a request by 
Attorney Rett of the Department for information in our files 
regarding Father Coughlin. 
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I today conferred with Mr. Rett on another matter, 
at which time I requested him to advise me the nature of the 
information desired by the Criminal Division and the reason 
for the request. He stated that several days ago the Depart¬ 
ment received information to the effect that John L. Spivak 
is writing a series of articles in the "New Masses" on Father 
Coughlin and that it was intimated the Department of Justice 
had had information in its possession concerning a violation by 
Father Coughlin which it failed to proceed upon. Mr. Rett told 
me this morning that this was an erroneous opinion on the 
part of the Department and that all they had in mind was the 
fact that Spivak 1 b going to furnish information to the Depart¬ 
ment upon which some prosecution might possibly be based. 

I told Mr. Rett that I had reviewed the Bureau's 
files but that our files contain nothing of value and that we 
had never investigated Father Coughlin. He told me that it 
would, T/fie x efc re, be satisfactory if I would merely send a 
memorandum to Mr. Rogge to that effect. Hence the attached 
* memorandum. 
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November 28, 1939 



MEMORANDUM FDR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 0E8ERAL ROQQB 


With reference to your memorandum of Kovmber 18, 
1939, please be advised that this Bureau has conducted no 
investigation with regard to Charles E, Coughlin, Royal 
Oak, Michigan, nor do the Bureau’s files contain any in¬ 
formation of value concerning the subject matter of your 
request* 

Very truly yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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TH^W^HINGTON post 
Washington, D. C. 
Sept. 4 , 1940 
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Serve Nation/ 
Pope Tells , 

Catholics 

Church Won't Condone I 

Draft-Evasion, Pontiff 
Indicates in Address 

By JOHN T. WHITAKER 
Special Radio to The Post 
Copyright, 191,0, New York Post 
and Chicago Daily News, Inc. 
ROME, Sept. 4.—While many 
countries are at war and the 


EXCLUSIVE 


U. S. prepares lor conscription, 
the Catholic Church does not 
condone paci-j 
fists or draft- 
evaders. t 1 
Pope P 1 if s 
XIJI in Bn address today to 
representatives of the Italian 1 
Catholic Action told these liy- 
men that Catholics owe "loyal, 
conscientious obedience” to the 
State; lor which they must be 
willing to die if necessary. 

Borne into the Hall of Bene¬ 
diction in the gestatorial chair 
at 10 a. m., the Holy Father 
spoke from the throne to the 
thousands who overflowed into ( 
the royal and ducal halls. After¬ 
wards he Imparted the apos¬ 
tolic blessing and permitted 
many to kiss his hand. 

Members of the Catholic Ac¬ 
tion must show themselves, said 
the pontiff, "to be not only ard¬ 
ent Christians but also perfect 
citizens, familiar with the ex¬ 
alted duties of social and na¬ 
tional community life, lovers of 
their fatherland and ready even 
to give their life for it when¬ 
ever the lawful good of the 
country 'exacts this supreme 
sacrifice; they must give due 
respect and loyal, conscientious 
obedience to the civil authorities 
-in -t heir legi ti mat e ■ ■ de- 
mands." 


Applause Greets W ords I O ffirch Hea ds Called ‘Crfadc^s’ 

Van of the speech, with "it condemns him becausehe 
doubly important implications opposes Roosevelt and also fber- — 
for a people at war, was greeted cause he faveys the totalitarian 
with enthusiastic and prolonged regimes, since his Social Justice 
applause by the Italian Cath- welcomes and pursues anti- 
olics. ( democratic principles and Ide-- * 

Continuing, the Pope prayed Ien ?. s masses against jthe 

for peace to "bring that ordered f ap ,. a “. sts - What does it mat_ 

tranquility and concord of peo- ;? r “ ojjgMin's Ideas are ques- 
pies for which the world is sigh- y°P, ed ' These criminals of the 
ing but which can be found in are interested in 

only the Kingdom of God which ' A.”/, „ ln ^ f ospel of 
is justice and peace and joy in „ 

the Holy Spirit/’ fiesta corj 

The Pope, in his reorganize-[L-™,. se^rv^t ,i- £ naCC, J 
tion of Catholic Action, no lessijfty and am * (t , ,he Fasc,s ^ 
than in today's speech, hadRnt of irn " 

made it plain that the Vatican lieutenants. iussolini s 

stands .above political strife and — - 

emphasizes its great spiritual 
role in this period of bloodshed 
and horror. 

The Fascist regime shows a 
singular lack of appreciation, 
however, and the Regima Fas¬ 
cists has been carrying on an 
incredible campaign of at| 

^gjlinst the Church. 

/Ccbghlln Praised - 

/This newspaper, in a typical 
article yesterday, wrote: 

. "Father Coughlin puts into 
serious practice the papal en¬ 
cyclical and promotes In the 
U. S. a system that is 100 perj 
cent Christian. In spite of this : 
the Vatican condemns his move- \ • 
ment. There is an order never: 


to mention him in the Osserva- 
tore Romano. 

“Why this aversion while the 
Holy See bows to Roosevelt? 
The mystery is explained by the 
fact that Father Coughlin does 
not love the Jews. He knows 
what they are capable of and 
therefore does not favor the 
alliance between the Jews and 
-the Church. And he has the 
courage to say the truth. 

"He knows this alliance is con¬ 
trary to Christian principles, but 
also that it has been created by 
dollars which the Jews through 
Spellman (evidently a reference 
to the Rev. Francis Joseph 
Spellman, archbishop of the 
New York diocese) send to the 
Vatican. The Vatican condemns 
Coughlin for having said this 
truth and for having defended 
trat o . fifrr l t tlonlty from contami¬ 
nation. 


l 






THE WITNESS __ 
T ^pubuque , Iowa 
^June 6 , 1940 
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Frr'Coughlin Pleads to K-e«p 
U. S. Youth from Europe's War 


The Rev. Charles E. Coughlin, 
lin, noted radio orator ot Royal Oak, 
Mich., forcefully pleaded that Amer¬ 
ican youth be not sacrificed again 
in a European -war, praised "king 
Leopold 111 of Belgium for his cour¬ 
age in surrendering to avoid an¬ 
other sacrifice of Belgium, asked 
for an effective defense program 
in America, at the Midwest Peace 
rally at Loras gymnasium M«r 29 

Crowds came early to hear the 
famous radio priest. Many had to 
remain outside the large gym¬ 
nasium for lack of room. 

The following is the condensed 
text of his speech, the first to be 
puUished; 

florae here on the eve of Me- 
moiflal day. Naturally your thoughts 
andSmy thoughts have turned back 
on Sme clock o£ time to 191$. ,On 
the Bcreen of our memories there 
are being flashed those battlefields, 
those white crosses, those broken 
promises, those useless sacrifices; 
when you and 1 and those poor 
corpses believed the propagandists 
who told us that we were fighting 
to make the world safe for democ¬ 
racy; that we were fighting a war 
to end all wars. Yes, on that same 
screen of memory there was a presi¬ 
dential campaign enacted in 1916. < 

Recently evidence has been pub¬ 
lished in the Robert Lansing papers : 
indicating that the man who was : 
running for the presidency of the i 
United States already bad com- < 
mitted himself to war in 1915. We i 
believed ail the propaganda they i 
told ub and our boys went abroad. > 
Such fine boys they were. We re¬ 
member such patriots they were. < 
We also remember the war mon- 1 
gers who made corpses of them i 
wit ty their h ypocrisy. That thill i 
not happed" again. N'ot In this 
lAmerica. I 


-> -.t A • - > 



Fr. Coughlin at Dubuque 

Once we believed In the cries of 
the war mongers fighting an eco¬ 
nomic battle; not to keep the world 
safe for democracy, but to be fol¬ 
lowed by the democracy which 
eventuated in Germany tn 1933, 

On this Memorial day my memory 
moves back to 1933. At that time 
in Germany Mr. Bruening was the 
superior of a political party. Sev¬ 
eral parties had failed to rectify 
the evils of the war. Germany was 
an impoverished country. There 
was no gold in their vaults. Ap¬ 
proximately 3,000.000 workmen 
could not find positions. So Mr. 
Bruening proceeded to Paris him¬ 
self to bow his knee before his 
victors. 

I remember that Sunday morn¬ 
ing that Ur. Bruening came to 


(Paris. It was a beautiful day. The 
.entire population had turned out to 
I receive him with acclaim. From 
i (he lime that his train turned into 
Paris, from the time “that a (motor 
'car turned into the main highways 
of Paris, he was received with ola- 
tion. At last, the people thought, 
at last we are to have peace. Lloyd 
George Is recalled to have said up- 
, on signing the treaty, “That treaty 
i is good for 10 more wars." 

Mr. Bruening was met by Mr. 
jBlum, the atheist, the friend of the 
| Communists, who had charge of 
’the French finances. Mr. Bruening 
'wanted 30 million dollars from 
: Blum to keep Communism out of I 
Germany. Would Bruening receive 
j that money? I have it from an eye 
'witness that Bruening was on his 
l knees pleading with Blum aftd 
'holding his hand In his. Bldtn 
scowled and told him to go hoiie. 

! That untold story I Just rehearsed 
(or you was held under the blbt-, 
ter for fear it would be told. 

In 1933, March 4. there was an 
inauguration of a New Deal in the 
United States. Germany also had 
a New Deal with the inauguration 
of Adolf Hitler. There would have 
been no Adolf Hitler had the De¬ 
mocracies given Bruening the 30 
million dollars be had asked for. 
Now they can spend 30 billion dol¬ 
lars and Hitler will be their mas¬ 
ter. There is a page of history 
for you. 

I was in Washington on March 4, 
1933. Some of Mr. Bruenlng's 
friends asked me to please plead 
with the administration for 30 mil¬ 
lion dollars from here. I did, and 
was refused. Hitler would not have 
risen to power if there had been 
one single grain of Christian char¬ 
ity in the treasury ot the so-called 
democracies. 

i see something tuqjy iln aur 
(Continued on page 5) 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. Ki 


RE: REVEREND C. E. COUGHLIN 


Information has been received from an unknown outside 
source dated June 14, 1941, at/New York City, to the effect tnat the 
following is reported by "The^Hour." 


"Father Charles E. Coughlin no longer makes any attempt to 
conceal his warm regard for Nazism and the gangster leaders of the Third 
Reich. In the June 9 issue of Social Justice, the Royal Oak priest devotes 
an article to praising the Nazi bigwigs and to making an invidious comparison 
between them and U. S. statesmen. i 


"The article, entitled 'Study in Contrasts,' opens with an attack 
on President Roosevelt. The degenerate nature of the attack is ill-concealed 
behind its pious wording: 'The dignity of his office and his physical 
affliction invite respect and sympathy for our ailing President.' In his 
following remarks, Father Coughlin says, in somewhat more open language: 
'Vice-President Wallace attempted to evade the draft in the laat war;' 

'Messrs. Stimson and Knox are colonels of the swivel chair;' 'jHarold 
Ickes - now a father for the second time — will be able to face the 
powder — baby powder — and that is all; ' and 'Mr. Morgenthaii, strong 
on getting other men to do the fighting, will do none himself;' 


"Nazi Germany, the priest declares, offers a different picture 
'Then, the contrast Hitler is often himself in the front ranks — facing_ 
shot and she^Ll. ' B£C&! 

•pSrvWV 

'"Goering is an able air commande 
plane and participating in the war. 


FEDERAL BUREAu 0rlNYE5vu>A i 
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"'And the 'sickly' Hess taught the wa 
the German wai^-makers can fly their own Messersc! 
any common soldier is expected to bale out. 


"'At least, the Germans are superior 
they actually participate in the war.'" 















Social Justice Publishing Co., Inc. 


J. Stanley 
Kew York, H.Y* 


ROYAL OAK, MICH. 


June 23, 1941 





Uy dear Friend: 


8ome weeks ago I had the priyllege 
of writing you a letter outlining our effort to make 
Father Coughlin'e Jubilee celebration noteworthy. 

Thus, please do not oonelder this 
note an Intrusion; for I suspect that my first com¬ 
munication was either mislaid or lost. 



In our combined effort to commemorate 
Father Coughlin's Jubilee, your subscription to SOCIAL 
JUSTICE — which haB expired — is an important link 
In the chain. On It depends substantially the gift 
whloh both you and I are planning to bestow upon the 
founder of our publication. 


Sincerely trusting that you will find 
it possible to renew your subscription either this 
week or next, and reaffirming the thanks which is due 
you for your magnificent cooperation in the past, may 
I remain 




Ikdexe: 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
} DIRECTOR 


federal fiurrau of InupBtlgntion 
United States Separtment of Bustire 
fflastfington, ©. C. 


JCBtffimm 


August 12, 1941 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. STRIC; 
Re: Father Charles E.^ 


The following information has been received from an 
unknown outside source dated June 7, 1941 at New York, New York. 

i The vicious anti-Semitism of Father Coughlin's 

y Social Justice today matches that of Julius^Jtreicher's 
l Der Stuermer. The Royal Oak priest has dropped his 
I former pious distinction between "good Jews" and '•bad 
Jews". His Jew-baiting is now all-inclusive and his 
venom is unrestrained. The following passage, from the 
May 26 issue of Social Justice is typical: 

"Like every other war, this war will come to an end. 

"As happened after every other war, the apostles of war 
will be blamed for the hardships which will ensue. 

"The pro-Semites and the Jews will not be able, in this 
age of reason, to exculpate themselves. 

"Ten years hence, they will be the object of attack, of 
recrimination, of persecution, of pogroms on a scale 
which will surpass anything that happened in Europe. 

"Ten years hence, appeals based on religion will have 
no avail. Ten years hence, appeals based on reason will 
be futile. 


"Ten years hence, a handful of analytical men will 
the unmeasured flood of anti-Semitism not^o the ap 
of peace, but to the apostles of war — ambttgwhbdf 
the Jews themselves." a.ndeeei, . l r 


trace 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

hatf AT/?/** . 


7?"«G»U“16 

^ » ISM £«l 


Respectfully submit 


'J. C. Buckbee 
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This Bureau Y Y receipt of a communication from the Depart^ 
wsji^or State, directing attention to the January 10, 1942, issue/ 
/'Vne^Mour," an anti-Nazi publication distributed from 100 East”/yo*cf / 
'Street,'“New York City. Th^particular item referred to -was that deal¬ 
ing with Father Charles EpOoughlin, and for your full information in 
this regard there is quoted hereinafter the excerpt from the above 
periodical, dealing with this individual! 

"Father Charles E. Coughlin, who has long served as a 
reliable barometer of native fascist trends, summarizes the 
new Fifth Column line in the current issues of his publication. 
Social Justice . The December 22, 1941, issue attacks the 
Administration for inefficiency and lack of preparedness; 
describes Great Britain as a country whose aims are identical 
to those of Japan; and pictures the failure of the Soviet Union 
to launch an immediate attack upon Tokyo as a deliberate betrayal 
of the anti-Axis forces. With characteristic hypocrisy, the 
fascist priest delivers his seditious message in the name of 
"patriotism." His shabby cymcisn reaches a high point in an 
article entitled 'Let's Hav^r Confidence,' published in the 
December 29, 1941, issue or Social Justice . The article opens 
with the statement: 'On all sides, as a result of the Pearl 
Harbor debacle, unnecessary misgivings are cropping up about 
our ability to carry war successfully into the Orient.' These 
misgivings, the priest of Royal Oak goes on to say, should be 
discarded: '...we say to our readers — have confidence. At 
the helm stands President Roosevelt, who is Conmander-in-Chief 
of Ann/ - and Navy.' And the President, Coughlin observes, is 
surrounded by a number of 'geniuses whose ability is unquestioned 
and whose loyalty in this crisis is above suspicion.' The article 
lists a score of these 'geniuses.' The names, almost vdthou,t 
exception, are Jewish. In all cases, the individuals named' have 
been subject to vitriolic slander in past issues of Social Justice . 
No Coughlinite will fail to/understand the treasonable implications 
of this snide Jew-baiting- " _ 
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Memorandum for the Attorney General 

Later in this periodical the following excerpt appears:^ 

"Christian front invades civilian defense groups 


"Christian Fronters, acting under instructions from 
Father Charles E. Coughlin and his Fifth Column lieutenants, 
are flocking into civilian defense organizations. Their plan 
is to dominate these organizations by sheer weight of numbers, 
capture every possible office, and in this v.-ay place themselves 
in a most strategic position to sabotage civilian defense work 
and spread dissension and panic when the 'right time' arrives. 

"The Hour is reliably informed that in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
a number of civilian defense groups are already in danger of 
being taken over by Christian Bront storntroopers, notorious 
in the past for their collaboration Tdth the C-erman-Arr.erican 
Bund and other Nazi agencies. 

"Orders From Social Justice 


"The January 12 issue of Social Justice brings the 
campaign into the open when it commands the Coughlinite array 
to transfer its forces en masse into civilian defense groups 
and other patriotic organizations. The center spread of the 
fascist journal carries this message in bold type: 1 Americans 1 
Join All Patriotic Organizations} Keep America ChristianI' 

The order is given in more detail on the rear page in an 
editorial entitled 'We Must Win,' which includes this passage: 

'" ... Social Justice advises you to get into 
every patriotic organization in America. Join 
up. Be neither a slacker for war nor a slacker 
for peace. Join up with the Office of Civilian 
Defense. The radical influence is already there. 

It must be overcome and vanquished by your mem¬ 
bers and cohesive influence ... 


■"'If Moscow-raisfits seek responsible offices in 
organizations at home while your sons, brothers, 
husbands and sweethearts are dying abroad, over¬ 
whelm them by your numbers and capture every 
office. Get out and get busyl You are the 
majority. Do not let the minority hog-tie and 
dominate you.' 

"Christian Fronters, who have plotted untiringly against 
the Government of the United States, are openly boasting they 
have found the ideal war-time vehicle for their seditious 
activities." 
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L'emorandum for the Attorney General 


On the basis of the above, the Department of State expressed 
the opinion that this Bureau should investigate carefully the activities 
of the Christian Front, along with the activities of Father Charles E. 
Coughlin, as directed through his newspaper "Social Justice." 

I would appreciate a decision from you as to whether this 
Bureau should comply ?dth the request of the Department of State in the 
above regard. 


Respectfully, 




.942 ALL information doktaik© 
Personal Attention 


HE: FATHER CHARLES I. COUOHLU 
IHTERHAL SECURITY - 0 
SPECIAL IHQUIRT STATE EEPARTHEBT 


The Bureau la in receipt of a oosammication fron the Depart¬ 
ment of State, directing attention to the January 10, 1942, Issue of 
■The Hour," an anti-Neal publication distributed fron 100 East 42nd 
Street, New York City. The particular lteae referred to were those 
dealing with Father Charles E. Coughlin and his distribution of the 
periodical "Social Justice." For your full InfomatIon In this regard 
there are quoted hereinafter the excerpts fron "The Hour" concerning 
which the State Department evidenced a particular interestt 


■Father Charles K. Coughlin, who has long served as a 
reliable barometer of native fascist trends, simnarises the 
new Fifth Column line in the current issues of his publication. 
Social Justice . The Deoeaber 22, 1941, issue attacks the 
Administration for inefficiency and lack of preparedness) 
describes Oreat Britain aa a country whose alms are identical 
to those of Japan; and pictures the failure of the Soviet Union 
to launch an iaoDedlate attack upon Tokyo as a deliberate betrayal 
of ths anti-Axis forces. With characteristic hypocrisy, the 
fascist prlfst delivers his seditious message in the name of 
•patriotism.' Bis shabby cynicism reaches a high point in an 
article entitled 'Let’s Have Confidence, * published in the 
December 29, 1941, issue of Social Justice. Ths article opens 
with ths statement: 'On all aides, as a result of the Pearl 
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have baan subject to vltrlolio slander in paat issues of 
Social Justice . So Ooughlinlte will fail to understand tha 
treasonable icylications of thia anlda Jev-balting.■ 

Latar in thia periodical tha following axcarpt appearsi 

■CHRISTUM FROST I STATES CIYILIAH D2FESSS GROUPS 

•Christian Frontsre, acting under instructions frost 
Father Charles S. Coughlin and his Fifth Column lieutenants, 
are flocking into civilian defense organisations. Their plan 
is to dominate these organisations by sheer weight of numbers, 
capture every possible offioe, and in this way place themselves 
in a moat strategic position to sabotage civilian defense work 
and spread dissension and panic whan the 'right time' arrives. 

■ The Hour la reliably informed that in Brooklyn, I. I., 
a number of civilian defense groups are already in danger ef 
being taken over by Christian Front stormtroopsre, notorious 
in the past for their collaboration with the German-African 
Bund and other Baal agencies. 

■Orders From Social Justice 

■The January 12 issue of Social Justice brings the 
campaign into the open when it commands the Goughlinite any 
to transfer its forces an masse Into civilian defense groups 
and other patriotic organisations. Tbs center spread of the 
fasoiet journal carries this message in bold typer 'AmericansI 
Join All Patriotic Organisations; Keep America Christian] 1 
The order is given in more detail on the roar page In an 
editorial entitled 'He Must Win,' which includes this passsgst 

•' ... Social Justice advises you to get into 
every patriotic organisation in America. Join 
up. Be neither a slacker for war nor a olaoker 
for peace, join up with the Offloe of Civilian 
Defense. The radical influence is already there. 

It must be overcome and vanquished by your mem¬ 
bers and oohesivs influence ••• 

•'If Moscow-misfita seek responsible offloss in 
organisations at home while your eons, brothers, 
husbands and sweethearts are dying abroad, 
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ovenrhal* then by your number* and capture 1 

- . avary offlea. Oat out and gat busy! Ion are 
the Majority. Do not lat the Minority hog-tie - 
and dominate you,* .1. 

"Christian Fronton, who have plotted untiringly against 
the Go varment of the United States, are openly boasting they 
have found the ideal war-time vehicle for their seditious 
activities. 

On the basis of the above Material the Department of State 
expressed the opinion that this Bureau should investigate oarefully 
the activities of the Christian Front, along with the activities of 
Father Charles X. Coughlin, as directed through his newspaper "Social 
Justice." This request for an investigation by the Department of State 
was brought to the personal attention of the Attorney General and It 
is on his specific approval that tha requested investigation la being 
initiated. 


Tou are directed to immediately review the files of your 
Office with respect to Father Charles X. Coughlin and to initiate 
the necessary investigation to determine whether his present activities 
are in any way inimical to the present war effort. Three copies of tha 
various issues of "Social Justice," distributed Immediately preceding 
the declaration of war and subaaquent thereto, should bo forwarded to 
the Bureau. -- -r 


The allegations contained in the above exoerpte taken from 
"The Bour" should be particularly considered in making the requested 
investigation, such as tha statement that tha Christian Fronters, act¬ 
ing under Instructions from Father Charles X. Coughlin, are infiltrating 
into civilian defense organisations so that they will be in a moat 
strategic position to sabotage civilian defense work and spread panic 
when the right time arrives. - 

\ . . . . * - if,;. v * : * - i 



attention la directed to tha case entitled 
r with aliases | at al - SUBVERSIVE ACM TITUS t 
SEDITIOUS OONSPIRAKir THEFT OF OOTEBAffiXT PROPKRTT, In which the Mew 
Zoric Office was origin. lour Offloe conducted considerable investiga¬ 
tion during the course of the Inquiries in the Christian Front csss, 
which should be reviewed at this time for additional leads and summarise 
tion in the current inquiry. Tour specific attention la directed to the 


SAC - Detroit, Kiohigan 


reports of Special Agent 

and March 19 , 1940, at Detroit 

with aliases) et al 




dated February 20, 
e hi gen, in the case entitled tfjc 
with aliases) et al. P ' 

For your information and assistance there are enclosed 
herewith two copies of the report of Speoial Agent 

1940 . at Sew fork City, in the l 

with aliases, et al, which deals with informs- 
t Office regarding Father Charles B. Coughlin. 

The inTestigation of this oase, as you can well realise, 
should be conducted in a careful and discreet wanner, however thorough¬ 
ness ia of the essence. All available confidential sources that way 
in any way be able to furnish information regarding the current 
activities of the subject should be thoroughly exploited. 

I would also be Interested in your opinion as to whether any 
special type of surveillances would be of assistance in giving full 
coverage to this matter. Tour consents in this regard should be set 
forth in a separate personal and confidential letter to the Bureau. 

This oass should be placed in the bands of a well qualified 
and axperisncsd Special Agent of your Offioe and lsnediate steps should 
be taken to review the material already available, and outline the In¬ 
vestigative procedure to b# followed, whereby the beet results will • be 
obtained. Seedless to say, this ease is to reoeive continuous and 
expeditious attention and I shall consider It your personal responsibility 
to supervise this mattsr in a way that the maximal results ean be obtained 
la the shortest possibls time. 

All coammications directed to the Bureau in this oase should 
bear the above caption without any additions of individuals oar organisa¬ 
tions, This request ia mads for administrative purposes* 


Tery truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Enclosure 
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Will you let me have a brief summary 
of the worst things that Father^fcoughlin has 
been saying since the war, and attach some of 


his speeches. 
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Francis EiddLe 
Attorney General 
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Reference is made to four oenorandua dated February 13, 19/ 
requesting a txLx^asy of statatents made by Father Charles Eduard Co 
since the beginning of the war. 

As you know. Father Coughlin is the Pastor of tho Shrine'of 35*16 
Little Flower, Royal Oak, LS.chigan, In *:dch capacity he hat served elnce 
1926. I have taken this occasion to prepare for you the attached memorandum 
eettint, forth a brief personal history of Father Coughlin and the background 
of the focial Juctioe Publishing Conpary which publishes and distributes 
Father Coughlin's aagatine ^Social Justice*. 

I have included in this aeuorendum statements from each weekly .. 
issue of "Social Juetioe* distributed since the beginning of the *£r, ■' 
stressing primarily those that tend to create disunity in the minSa of 
its readers end distrust of the present Government leaders,^ *5o$fal 
Justice" magazine is the only sediua of expression possessed$y father 
Coughlin At tho present time outside of his sermons, as an orcained Priest 
of the Roman Catholic Church, which ere given at tho Shrine ef the little 
r. He has not given addresses over the radio for approximately the 
two years, nor has he engaged In any other speaking activities that 
ve come to tbs attention of this Bureau. Consequently-, I am unable to . 
attach apy speeches oado by will be noted in the attached aeoorandus, 

Father Coughlin is continuing hii^sritloieo of the Anoxic an oovemaent and 
lti officials,, perhaps teetered eobet luit but nevertheless In the'sane teenner 1 


«c- mcftqf s j/ r _ 

■r. Tree? J_ 


/ ^e r^bafore the war./ Re is eontlnulng his strone^eeitieim of Coeraunisa and ■» 
alleges ^oaaunlst«Milt ratlcai in to Oovurnaental Agencies. Be also apparently 
has not changed his stand with respect to antl-Seml tins. His main stock ln> .* 
trade is the quoting of newspaper .clippings from recognised ,uerlcxn nsVrpa;>t>rf 
and portions of spoeclias ^y k t^ Vds.inistrajiieia.leadere on wliich he cosuenta in 
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random for the Attorney Qeneral * *■ 2 


lino with hi* policies. Be Is still campaigning against the Federal Reserve 
System and the juaerioan Monetary System, claiming that to win this ear and 
the subsequent peace a ohange will have to result. 1 

In accordance with your authorisation, this Bureau is continuing 
its investigation of Father Coughlin and in the event any pertinent inforaa- 
tion is reoeived indicating a possible violation of the wartime Sedition 
Statutes, it will be Immediately brought to the attention of the Criminal 
Division. 

' Respectfully, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Bit FATHER CHARLES EDVARD GOOQSLJM 


All 1»0RMATIQN OOjMW. 

m30im gxsTQg .. . 

Father Charles Edvard Coughlin was born of American parents 
at Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, on October 25, 1891* Be is the 80n of 
^ Thomas J. Coughlin and And 11a Uahoney Coughlin. HLs father m a 
| / church sexton, who worked as a stoker for sons years on a Great Lake 
steamer. Be «u later the nanager of the Hamilton Baking Company. 

/ His mother was the daughter of a farmer of Strabane, Ontario. Father 
Coughlin attended the parochial schools and St. Michael's College, 
Toronto, Ontario, where he studied under the strict discipline of 
' h the Bealllan Fathers. He was an honor graduate of the University 
■Vof Toronto in 1911, and received the degree of LL.D., from the 
^ ^University of Botre. Dam* in 1933. Be was ordained as a Priest In 
) fthe Romnn Cctholic Church In 1916 and taught Philosophy at Assumption 
' College, Western University, fro® 1916 to 1922. Since 1926 hs has 
l V bean Pastor at tbs Shrine of the Little Flower, Woodward Avenue and 
1 Twelve Jttle Road, Royal Oak, Idohlgan, 

m According to the reoords of the Xwedgration and Kituraliaa- 

tion Service, Father Coughlin is a el titan Of tbs Uni tod States by 
I reason of the feet that he was born outside of the United States of r< > 

' American parents, who had, prior to his birt h, resided in Vtt TTr 4 

Statesi - t j ,. .j ,. ■ < 


Of SttiATWl 
i he could reach 


Little Flower was formed and it was through this entity that his 


- radio broadcasting was financed. By late in 1930, his enterprise 
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had becoaa so successful that ha mads a contract with tha Columbia 
Broadcasting 67 • tea for tha aso of a network of slxtaan stations ' 
for taantgMMTan Sundays of that year. Tha weakly broadcasting 
bill was in tha vlolnity of $ 4 , 000.00 and surplus funds received 
ware reportedly invested in such KLohlgan enterprises as tha Islesj** 
Bayes Wheel Corporation. Because of tha fast that ha expanded hie 
topics beyond tha purely religious and ecclesiastical nature and 
embraced varied eeononie theorise, the Oolunbla Broadcasting Company, 

In August ef 1951# announced that it would eell no more radio .tine 
to father Coughlin. Other arrangements were made through Station 
WJK and an Independent radio network then carried the addresses of 
father Coughlin. 

Hie first radio ventures beyond the field of religion 
dealt with the American banking system and it waa this subject 
on which he concentrated most of his criticism for nary years. Be 
else took e strong stand against Oeawrunltm end has at no tine In 
any of his writings or speeches departed from a scathing criticism 
of goverzsnent, private and individual activities that are in any 
way favorable to that political tha 017 . 

At the time of the proseeution of a number of young men 
in Hew Tork City affiliated with the Christian front movement, 
father Coughlin made many favorable statements regarding tha 
defendants and in general condoned their activities. Els magaxine, 
■Social fustics,* apparently was acoepted in part at least as 
representing the salient principles of tha Christian front move* 
meat. Because of the nature of hie speeches, father Coughlin has 
not boon permitted the use of radio time for approximately the past 
two years. This confines hie activities in reaching those who might 
bo sympathetic with whst he believes to the distribution ef the 
^Social fustics* megasine and the sermons given by him at the Shrine 
of the Xlttle flewwr. - —- 

SOCIAL fUSTIC® PUBLISHTBO OOUPAXT - '*'V * - . 

■ V - ~ i 

The Social fustics Publishing Company, which publishes and 
distributes the megasine "Social fustics,* was incorporated on february 
14, 1954, in the State ef lCLohigan. Its stated purpose was to engage 
in the publishing business and ary activities incident thereto. Tha 
corporation's address waa given as Woodward Avenue and Twelve Kile 
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Bm 4, Jtogral Oak, Michigan, which, it will U acted, ii tbs iddm« > 

«f the Shrine of tho Little Flower. Tho Publishing Oeopany 00 s 
capitalised ot fire hundred •hares of common stock, no par value, 
with price fixed for tale at 1100.00* The eole owner of the stock 
at that ties «u father Charlee K. Coughlin, whose addreae was the 
aaae aa that (Iren for the corporation. The first Board of Directors 
was comprised af Father Coughlin, Eugenia Burke and A^y Colline, 
father Coughlin was appointed aa Resident Agent in the original 
Articles of Incorporation, and was supplanted in that capacity by 
Catherine Wilson on August 16, 1939* ■ 

In februasy, 1940, the offloors of tho corporation we ret 

E. Perrin Schwarts, President 
Royal Oak, Michigan 

Edward Klnaky, Ties President 
Brooklyn, lev York 

Catherine Wilson, Seoretary-Treaaurer 
Royal Oak, Michigan 

The Board of Directors was identical with the officers. 

A re riser of the financial statement at the above tine, 
Maintained by the Secretary of State, tansing, Michigan, disclosed 
that tho Social Justice Publishing Coapaqy had a deficit ef 1130,638.14 

The Social Justice Publishing Coopery publishes weekly the 
periodical "Social Joetioe." The aastheed of this periodical states 
that It is a Rational Weakly, founded in 1936 by Father Coughlin. 

Single copies are priced at 10f and yearly subscriptions sell for 

• 3 . 00 . 

, 

There are set out hereinafter exeerpte taken fro* the iaauea 
of "Social /notice" printed and distributed since December 7# 1941, 

.8H2x > i!$SW 

part ef the publishers of "Social Justice," or the distribution ef 
Material that tend* to create disunity among the American people and 
distrust ef the Americas Qoveraent. Each issue will be treated 
separately. - . 
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■SOCIAL JUSTICE* IBSCT OF PgCBttBB 15, 1941 . - 

, • . ■» 

The following exotrpt li taken from an article entitled 
■Ve're At lor," appearing on page } ef thia issue) 

■It la an all-out ear-all out to the last dollar, 
to the laat man, the laet personal liberty. Yesterday and 
its freedoa of press, pulpit and platform are history, to¬ 
day and its censorship of pen, voice and assemblage fee in 
order. 


■Laat month, with its •trikes, Lindberghs, lheelere, 

Lewises, Mothers of America, anti-British, anti-Coannlet, 
lies in the ahedows ef the pyramids. This month, with its 
unfolding ef 'M» Dsy, will begin to freese men et their 
jobs, et their salary) will begin to fashion a new pattern 
ef e eoaing America. 

■All of ua will be conformed or else. 

•All ef us will learn to go along or else, 
r . ■All of us will fit In the groove* #r else.* 

On page J ef thie earns issue in the main text, the following 
eosoaent is of Interests 

■Hitlerism ean't be defeated by destroying Hitler Or 
Hitler's engr. Ten million negatives ean never accomplish 
the wiping out of Rational Socialism.' 

■Sensible m en »w o re thsy In Washington and elsewhere— 
would realise that what America needs today—what the world 
needs is a positive revival ef Christian principle.* V 

On pegs 15 there la set forth an article entitled *An Inside 
Sto>7. Platform of 1940 Disclosed war Policy.* This article deals 
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with certain transactions at the last national Democratic Convention. 
Particular reference la nada to the war plank* The article atreetea 
the point that in oanmlttee it waa decided to draw up a platform with 
respect to war which would satisfy all partiaa concerned. That la 
the non-interventionist* and tba interventionist*. The article goea 
on to state ae follow*i 

•A platform eoamlttee waa dlacuasing tba foreign 
policy plank ef the party. The Atainlstratloa wanted to . . 

prevent a show-down on this is roe on the Convention floor. 

They hoped for a pro-war plank, but knew they could not 
sueter enough support to winj therefore, the beat thing 
to do was to prevent the non-intervention group from writ¬ 
ing an anti-war plank. They knew that the American people 
were against war, and that a peace-sounding platform would 
mean votes and enough votes to win. 

•The President followed this new point In his campaign 
speeches where ha promised ‘again and again and again' that 
he would net eand troops abroad. 

■James Byrnes had baen the Administration ‘fixer* in 
the Senate for sans time. Be was to save the day for tbs 
President. On one aide he had to atop Pepper (Senator 
Claude Pepper) and on the ether side he had to have a plat¬ 
form that would not arouse the opposition ef the Senators 
Wheeler* Clark and athara. 

»• * ■ • ■ * 9 

■This manipulation la one af the choice stories af 
back room dealing at political conventions. It will go 
dawn in history with those af tbs Bardlng Convention in 
1920. 



■Finally the solution was reached, that the platform 
should readi *VS will not participate In foreign ware and 
will not sand an Any, Bevy ar air fares to fight In foreign 
lands outside af tba Americas.' 

. • • • r + * 4T W •' ,<i 

•0ns sees slearly now why the addltlen waa mads. That 
was to be the ‘keynote* ef the Administration's war policy. 




fhay wore Vo oonrlnoe the people that wa had boon attacked. 

Be ana fait that tha platform would ba too binding an 

President RooBaralV aftar tba 1932 and 1936 platforaa, bat 

they wanted to sake it aa aaey aa possible for him to gat . 

out from wader. •* '*.*’.>•'■ \? 

\ j» u-7'v*. ir; 

•Tha President la oat to oonvlnoa tha American people 
that aa hare baan attacked; therefore, ha would sand tha 
Armed Force* outside of the Amerloas. Hie spaeohea atraaa 
that point. Our Teasela had baan attacked by Oerman sub* 
marines, American vessels, ’peaceful In their missions,' - 
bad been the target of enead.ee, wee to be the etory of the 
undeclared sea war. He was joined In this propaganda by 
all of the war speakers. 

■They wanted atier to be forced Into attack so that 
tha Armed Forces would ba used outside of the Americas. 

•They had baan trying to force Hitler to fight sines 
tha first day of tha war. They had, time and tins again, 
committed acts that they hoped would arouse Germany to 
declare war against the United States. They just couldn’t 
understand why they couldn't force the issue. 

•How, the pro-war crowd feels that this nova to sand 
ships to war tones will turn tha triok. 

•They will make Hitler fight and that 'WE haws baan 
attaoksd,* will ba tha lasua to taka to tha psopls to gat . 
their war. 

•Buy had 'planned it that way.* ... . 

■Tha Gonrentlon work of tha 'fixers' will hats barns 
fruit.* 


This issue contains an artlela entitled "Let's Conscript 
Profits.■ This artlela deals with tha matter af confiscating 
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profit* of Industrialists, politicians, sad thou la tho professional 
cUimo in the Uni tod States, not directly engaged la ear. At the 
beginning it 1* ate ted that million* of Amarioa's a ana will be con¬ 
scripted to serve for the duration end that neat of then eUl receive 
a salary of $40.00 a aonth. Continuing the following excerpt la quoted* 

■Social Justloe long since advertised its belief in the 
principle of the oonacrlptlon of wealth, aa well aa men, la 
the event of war. 

■Let us begin to Implement that principle. 

■Bo profits for munition makers. BO profits for politicians 
or aannfeoturers of Aray or Bavy goods. 

■Bo profits for publishers. ■ 

■Bo proflte for factory owners. 

■Bo profits for stockholders. 



■Bo profits for bondholders. 

•Be profits for merchants. 

■Be profits tor professional aen, actors and sntsrtslaare. 

■Be profits for any person who is a stay-at-home. 

•The President end Congress acting together have power to 
conscript all wealth, particularly In this ties of war) have power 
to conscript all profits; have power to oonserlpt portions of all 

salaries. 

•If our President and Congress ere really sincere in all 
they •ay about democracy, 1st them act and act new. . : \ . 

•Be will hold them responsible—personally responsible— 

If any capitalist, stockholder, or owner makes one penny »f 
profit on the tsars, the blood, and the blasted line of the 
combatants. 


■Be will hold then personally responsible if any person— 
lneludiiq; theaselvss—makes s salary ef mors than $100.00 a week, 
While tbs vast majority of our people who did not want this war 
are sacrificing.* 


On pegs 4 this iMot| aadtr the min hearting *OOKHSST* 
lad the subheading "Viper Id Oar Bomb," there it first ««t cuV the 
fact that tha Cowles' publication, tha Minneapolis Star Journal, 
characterises Social Justice at a "Viper In Our Bosom" — meaning 
the national bosoai 

■Tha reason for tha compliment froa these pub 11 data 
(alto reaponsibla for Look mages ins) au tot down in a lengthy 
editorial (Dae. 13) which indirectly aaka for tha suspension 
of our publication on the grounds that it raprasanta Adolf 
Hitler and his Rational Socialism. 

■We undsrstand why tha Cowles crowd sack the suspension 
of Social Jus tics. We base opposed war and the war crowd froa 
the beginning. He hare opposed all tha steps leading to war 
which the Star Journal supported under the smoke-screen of pre¬ 
ferring peace. Ye bare opposed alliance with the atheistic 
Soviet Union] coddling of Communists j altering of tha Heutrality 
Act] all aid to lnperlal Britain at tha expense of little aid 
to republican America—polieiea which Look nagailne and the 
self-proclaimed •Bortbwest's Qroatost lewspaper' did not 
opposo. 

•the Minneapolis star Journal now bolehss with anger be¬ 
cause Social Joetioe has the courage to say It •submits to the 
will of iim Ccvpmaent as expressed by Congress In daolarlng 
- war.* 

. 1 i 

■Perhaps •Tha Jtortbweat'a Qraatast newspaper' expected 
Social &stlaa to hara reflate red a oowardly about-faoo by 
aayingt *Me hara bean wrong all tha years wa opposed policies 
which wa said would gat America late war. But wa will not 
fold up. Bather, like greedy cowards, wa will continue publish¬ 
ing for profits by tacitly admitting that what wee right yester¬ 
day is wrong today and vies versa. 1 

■Unfortunately for the Cowles publishers, wa used the 
right word—the word 'submit. • In conscience we Bust submit 




, to the will of Oovenment. In doing so, wo num the right, 
without obstructing the progress of war, to applaud our Qovwrn- 
■ant when it la on the aide ef the angele and to erltlolae it 
when It ia on the aide of the devil. 

■By using the word 'eubedLi, * wo taka our stand with the 
millions of boys who have boon drafted) for they, too, have 
•orally submitted to the draft In the eense that meet ef them 
would not hare signed up for war. They were drafted. Bo 
were we when Congress declared war. All of oa will go along— 
far viotory. 

■Today our position is as elaar aa it alwaya has been. • 

••owe# 

Continuing, the following excerpt is quotedi 

■What does the Star Journal expect us to do as publlshtrsT 
Is Social Justice supposed to 'Belli Belli' the inefficiency 
which resulted in the Pearl Harbor debaole? Are we supposed 
to Maintain silence while the profiteers stake a Roman holiday 
at the expense of a alterable people? Xs pussy-footing a 
virtue in the face of Qenerel Reilly's statement, for example, 
whioh pleads for wins and women for the comfort of Aserioan 
soldiers? 

•In fine, because wo are at war must we wear the Journalistic 
eoat of a Meal or a Communist whan honest erltlolsa la required 
no re than evar to save our Rspubllof • 

On page 5 of this issue there la eat forth an Item entitled 
•Let's Eave Confidence.■ It la not believed necessary to quota this - 
article, but in general It begins by stating that niagivinga art 
dropping up on all aides aa a result of the Pearl Harbor debaole. 

Father Coughlin urges confidence for a victory and in support thereof 
mentions the fact that President Roosevelt la at the hsla as Commandsr- 
in-chief of the Any and Bavy. Then in a full column he mentions, those 
persona prominent in the Federal Oeverament who are assisting in the 
prosecution of the war, but in practically every Instance mentions 
these persons as being Jewish or having Jewish affiliations. This item 
is obviously satirical. 



* *. V. •*. V * 

Oa pig* 6 an editorial entitled •Unprovoked Attack" it set 


forth* 

■Sunday, Deoosber 14th, n« a red-letter day for Boa ton 
and Ifessachusetto. On that data tho Russian War Bollof Cor¬ 
poration launched n fund-raining oaapalgn at tho Boston Arena, 

■In endorsing tho eaugpalgn of tho Massachusetts Committee 
Of Russian lar Relief, Xno., Oor. Lever*tt Saltonstall soldi 

■•The Russian people need our help...Whether we agree or ; 
disagree with their political philosophy# the Russians are 
resisting unprovoked attack with courage and tnduranoe.* 

■ffs loathe tho foot that our Oovnrnnsnt and our people 
are eoagwlled to fight eide by eide with eo-ealled 'Russia' 
against Bail Gerasqy. There is nothing w* can do about that 
wetter now. 

■But, la the interest of truth, we refuse to swallow 
the Governor's words, 'unprovoked attack.' V* know, as the 
entire world knows, that the Soviet Union has been preparing 
for a world-wide revolution since 1917j that Stalin was busy 
building an any of aggression long before Hitler cane to 
power) that Soviet troops narched against Poland, threatened 
Oervaqy and insinuated tbsasolvos into tho Spanish Civil war 
before Geraeny and Italy a topped in. 

■Indeed, we era realists. But our realise is oueh that 
we will not label black as white, 

, # ,« • 

■fare tho United State* aligned with the forces of 

Baaiisa, V* would sake the seat observations. ■ 

, * • . . « - c. ». , — •* • - l. 4 - 7, . 

, On page 14 1* Mt forth an itea entitled ■Lot us Prepare,* 
which Is quoted as follwwst • 

■Possibly—yes, probably—Britain will be forced to abandon 
the Balayan Peninsula. This will seen that Singapore, the Gibraltar 
of the Bast, will be lost. This will wean that India will be imperilled 
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"ill this force* h* to do soae sober thinking, nil 
Britain ehanoe tha loaa of Indio? Vo euspoet Britain will 
toko eoro of Britain's aspire first. 


"So, vo will reneabor Pearl Harbor. Xn remembering 
that Incident, v« will bo 1 no 11 nod to ronanber how vo voro 
sought napping, vo *111 bo Inclined to wrge ear O orow ant 
to take care of the United State* first before *e go all eat 
for Britain. 


"It would bo a tragedy to find ourselves fighting the 
Axis Powers all alone. VO trust that *111 newer happen, frit 
let's look the stable door before the hors# runs away.■ 


"SOCIAL JUSTICE" I88PB OF fURJAHI 5. IW. 

On page 3 of this issue an itea entitled "What Is Oar Foreign 
Policy?* is set forth. After quoting fro* the January, 1942, issue of 
Reader'o Digest the following consent is Bade i 

■VO observe that the Hitlorean now order, designed to 
overthrow the eld order of international cap Italics and 
Imperialistic deaooracy, was political, soononlo and social* 

As far as the United States was concerned, this aggressive ■ 
new order was not evidenced by hostile sllitaiy or naval 
actions. Our Oowraaent dawned Hitler not oo *aeh for what 
he did bat what bo thought and what ho sight do to no, 

"Meanwhile, we joined with Hitler's actual sdlltary and 
naval anew, supplying Britain with Ships, Munitions, sonsy and 
threats thereby forcing Hitler to oppose wo not for what wo 
thought or planned to do bat for what ww actually aoeoxpllahed. 

V "Henee oar foreign policy, devoid of all fine phrases, 

' was one blueprinted to defend internetlonal oapltalies and * - 
British isporialies no natter what tha eeet sight ba is 
tradition, in dollar* and in blood to tbs eitiaens of our 
country." 


On page 4 of this ease Ibbus there 1* set forth an editorial 
entitled "Churchill Visits the Vhlte House." In continuing the consent 
along this particular line and analysing the "Atlantic Charter" comprised 



of eight point* to be sustained precedent to peace, the following 
excerpt le of interest! 

"leasenebl* citisens, looking beyond Pearl Harbor, age 
themselves why we are at ear. The 'Atlantis Charter* giro# a 
reasonable answer. In a word, m are at ear to preserre the 
old order, to ears the status quoj to destroy Hitler's nee 
order. 


"What about the old orderT 

"■as It a thrilling anocess despite its wars. Industrial 
bondage, declnation ef prirate property through the instrument 
ef mortgage, concentration of Health In tha hands ef a fee, 
aass poverty, unexpressed heresy ef super-racialiaa through 
British, French and American control of great seotlons ef 
Asia and many other criticism* which every able reader oan 
suggest?" 


i 

"One of tha most glaring shortcomings of the old order — 
the British-American order — was Its inability to solve tha 
problem ef distribution.' though Croat Britain controlled the 
highway* of commerce! though, with the United States, It 
controlled the engines of production, these two powers foiled 
in distributing the wealth of the world, 

• • 

•Witness how Britain operated In India with slave sagas, 

"Witness how the United States operated in Puerto Bloo — 
a part of the United States — with clave wages, 

. * .. J . M* 

■And within the preoinete of continental America and 
insular England, these same two powers failed in distributing 
wealth amongst their peoples* Before having solved the 
problem ef distribution within their own territories, the 
signatories of ths 'Atlantic Charter,* now meeting at the 
White Bouse in Washington, are proposing to do for others 
what they oould not do for themselvesI* 



Ob pact 7 aa artiol* entitled *Tha Birth of a Bond •*» la 
•oi forth. This article is tfao sain raprodueea rather Coughlin'a 
addresa error tha radio on April 7, 1940, Pooling with on allegation 
that tha federal Beaervo Banking £ 7 *tea la a privately owned cor¬ 
poration and net 0 Government owned corporation u com persons 
ballere. One paragraph at the beginning of thia article la hollered 
of interact and la quoted as fellowst 

•A* we say eleewbere In thia edition, a now order la"in 
tha waking. The old order la dying. If that ia true, America 
must get rid of lta inefficient, Illogical and indlvidualifltio 
system of finanoe.* 

On page 18 there la printed an article entitled *1111 Tha 
President Succeed?* The flret eereral peragraphe of thia artiolo 
apparently represent the opinions of the publisher with reference to 
thia quaatien and accordingly art quoted! 

•Sow that we are in thia war for the duration, we are 
beginning to ask ourselves the vital question, 'till President 
Booserelt succeed?' 

■There la scarcely a eltlaen of the United State* who 
la apathetic tovarde Ur. Boeaevelt. The majority are either 
vitally for him or vitally agalnat him aa President. In tha 
former class are those who recognise the good he baa aecao* v 
pliahed for tha poor; various groups of radicals; a largo 
number of politicians and their appointee* who live off the 
public treasury; racial groups; sectors of oertaln monopolies 
and industries; and waxy top-ranking fine no tails ta. These : , 
are with fata because they Ilka him. 

■Another eeotor of his supporters la mads up of thoM 
who are with him because they fear him. Thia lattar group 
• includes some churchman, sons industrialists, most of the ' . 

tycoons identified with ocoounlcations and transportation. £> 
111 this group fear the powers which tha President possesses «*• * 
powers conferred upon him by tha various Congresses which ho ; 
domina ted. 

* i ’ 1 N 

■Hi* supporters who stand by him because of hie golden 
voice and mellifluous words are a defiolt rather than an 
asset; for their kites are flown in the current brasses — 
sometimes Borth, sometimes South; 
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•Those fho oppose tbs president u President 


net 



a* Coanander-lD-Chief — art negligible. Thsy font a ares#* - 
Motion of the country and are composed of industrialist#, 
Mall bankers, snail businessman, fimri, raolaliata and 
•any of tha white-oollared gently. Thar* la another groups 
In this category nade up of thoaa who think hla object! ts*~ 
may bo good but regard hla methods as bad) and other* wbc 
think he la fulfilling the plans of Marxisn, not those of 
Christian eoeial Justice. 


•All these groups are negligible because they are In 
the alnorltyv* 


•SOCIAL JUSTICE* C8UB OF PAHPAHT 12, 1941 . 

On page 8 of this issue an editorial Is printed under tha 
title "Hhat the War Till Do to Toil” and because of its inport it is 
quoted as follows* 

•Three and four pear* ago when Father Coughlin was 
predicting an all-out war with its total reginentation of 
wan, woman, wate rials and no nay, soon of his best friends 
thought the poor padre Of Jbsyal Oak was noon-struck. 

■fell, it's bars. But it's hare only in Its Inna turf 
beginnings* 

•that will tha next three or four pears hold for pout 
Bora la our prediction! 

* a • * , •• • 

•(1) Every able-bodied nan In tha United States «•* 
saws a few ehosen princes of privilege — will bo regiaented* 

' ■ • * ■ ■ • ' • • ■ v'f _ 

•(2) An expeditionary oner of qpproxlnateljr four to 
firs willion non will bo trained, equipped and prepared to 
down Hitlerism either in Europe, Africa or Asia* 

*(3) An industrial arwy of 45 to JO-sdilion sen will 
be regimented to servo in faetories, nines, transportation 
and agriculture* 


•(4) Outlawed will-fee etrlkee, sit-down* And, fcr 
All practical purposes, labor union*, Including the C.I.O. 
and A.F.L* They ul 11 ba pat to bad with tba Constitution. 

■(5) Unnecessary production will be forbidden by 
lee* Only that production will be tela rated whloh la 
directly associated with wmdtiona, foodstuff«, wediolnef- 
and eatarlala needed to win an all-out war* 

•(6) Forbidden will be the manufacture of wo tor car*, 
snail trucks, household refrigerators, washlrg machines, 
lroners, ractrun cleaners and all peace-time equipment 
described as luxuries and eonTsnieneoa* 

■(7) Had tod will be the uss of electricity, fuel oil, 
gaeeline end, when necessary, seal, 

•(8) Closed will be shops dealing In exclusive furs, 
willinary, dresses, suits, haberdashery, Jewelry — except 
those who will be able to obtain a special license. 

"(9) The national Inc one — three years henoe — will 
top $150-bllllon a year. Seventy per esnt of It *— at laast — 
will be used to finance the United States end Great Britain 
in their war efforts* 

■(10) The incases of the stay-at-home capitalists will 
be taxed almost to the vanishing point. The lneoaes of the 
factory and field workers will b# out approximately 60 per 
eent. Uncle Sew will danand factory workers, for example, 
to toll, sweat and bleed three days a week for the Oovera- 
went And three days A week for thas*sirs#• 

*(11) The Anarlcan etandard ef living will be reduced 
to the European standard of living In many way* —* if not all*;.. 

^ i#** V ; - * • 

■(12) 9e eenserve electricity# Ol*oka pill be pushed 
ahead from one to two hours* » 

■The above are ease of the things which can be expected 
to happdu In our all-out war to rid the world of all-out 
BLtlerlssu a 




• u • 



Tba back cover of this particular lame carries an editorial 
•ntltlad *I» Moat Win*" This editorial la quoted as follow** 

THE AMERICAKIsy ef tbs United State* Inq, levy and 
Air Force la sound—99 par oent sound* 

*» 

That la one thing we're Stow about* because nighty few 
Goamuniets, pinks, radical* or hand-clapping war-shouters 
▼olunteercd their service or lost any opportunity to escape 
service. 

■Many of the war-shouters, patterning themselves after 
Valter Unohell, will do their level best te fight the war 
behind the renparte ef a desk and swivel ehalr. 

■An interesting analysis ef the Amy, Mavy and Air Force 
personnel shows that 31 per sent are Rowan Oatholiosj a slightly 
higher percentage are listed as Protestantsj the reminder, for 
the aoat part, are Gentile Americana without say religious 
affiliation. 

■By and large, mot more than two ar three per eent of 
our fighting nan arc Qoaannlata, pinks er radicals. 

The Ooaaninlsts' un-American policy Is simple* tOet 
aet In atay-at-bame jobs* find antranee into vital defense 
work) worn a way into Go varment. * 

■Bov tuooessfully this policy was carried out ly the 
un-Anerlcana Is saaaing te anyone who, for exssple, oeunts 
aoscs In Washington. 

' ... • - ‘ •• ’«« , . ' • « 

■And therein lies tbs menace to America. t 

■What will happen te our eountiy while ite beat bleed 
„ till be used abroad to crimson the fields ef libertyt 

■What will happen to protective laws which safeguard 
the right# of wonen and ohildrenT 
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•What will happen to the Constitution end to Oar republi¬ 
can fern of goverrsaent? -«<, 

t - 

■lhat will happen to the Ohriatlan future of iasriom? 

■In this ear of extermination, so specified by Stalin, 
Hitler, Churchill and Roosevelt, who mill live to ncld the 
future of our country? 

» 

■These are morbid questions, but questions which ne 
Bust not fail to ask ourselves as ve are committed to an 
all-out ear and to an all-out peace following the ear, even 
though American arms are vietorlouaj even though Hitlerism 
and Tokyo-ism are crushed* 

* r 

•Every decent person wants victory with justice. 

■Every Ood-fearlng patriot wanta peace with justice. 

■Meanwhile, are the Catholios, Protestants and all red- 
blooded Americans going to let the radicals run and ruin 
this country] going to lot radical principles dominate the 
pecoe table? 

■That can't ba done. 

. } . • 

•That must not happen. f 

•To win the war and lose the pesos would bo a wore# 
defeat for ua than if we fought the war to a drew. 

•Therefore, Americans, Social /usties advises you to 
get into every patriotic organisation in Amariea. Join up. 

Be neither a slacker for war nor a slaoker for pesos. 

■join up with the Office of Civilian Defense. The 
radical influence is already there. Zt most be overcame and 
vanquished by your umber* and cohesive Influence. . 

■If breast-beating radicals shout their patriotism, It's 
your duly to out-shout them. 


• u* 


•If Moscow-minded misfits N«k responsible office* lm 
organisations at hoasa while tout ions, brother*, Hatband* 
and sweethearts ar* dying abroad, overwhale them by /oar 
numbers mad eaptar* rrary office. 

•Oat eat and gat boajr} 

■Tou are the majority. Da net let tba minority hog-tie 
and dominate you. • 


■SOCIAL JUSTICE* ISSUE 07 JAHUARI 19, 1943 . 

On page 2 of this issue an Item entitled "Lincoln and the 
Banker** 1* set forth. This Item begins by relating a story regard¬ 
ing Abraham Lincoln and the demand nade for profit* by banker* during 
the CLril War, intinsting that the sane situation exist* today. A 
pertinent excerpt 1* ae follow*! 

•Million* of Americans hart asked the question, 'Bov 
ocrald the tragedy of Pearl Harbor occur? There vae our 
defenea?'* 

Following the above excerpt there 1* a statement taken from 
Prime Minister Kinston Churchill’s speech before the United State* 

Congress on Deoember 26, which eete out in effoot that the disadvantage 
of the American military forces in the Pacific Ooean 1* due. In part, 
to aid given Great Britain. The excerpt eet out hereinafter follows 
the quotation from Churchill's spaceht 

*1* wonder If the American people don't feel that it la 
the duly of our Government to defend America firet?" 

On page 3 there it eet forth an article entitled "God vs. 
Hitler—Roosevelt'• Issue." Bpooiflo reference is made to the President's 
message to Congress on January 6 and to the statement, *fh* world is too 
small to provide adequate living room for both Hitler and Ood." With 
ref era no* to this statement the following comment la midst 

i * * , •" * 

•The President's refsrsnee to Ood aad Hitler was net 
adroit. At least he might have left God out of International 
polities. At least, if he insisted on dragging the Deity in, 
he could have mentioned the nose of Stalin along with Hitler'a." 
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Later la this mm lamia la aa article anti Had "Muddling 
Za Worse Than Pearl Barber.* One of the pertinent eomeente in this 
ltea la quoted aa followsi 

"Likely, Hitler offers up no ruing and evening prayers 
to the end that God will preserve la fine health the execu¬ 
tives now directing America's Industrial war effortej fear- 
their bungling and bumbling are serving tale cause admirably* 

Unless drastic action is taken immediately, Americana can 
prepare themselves for worse news than was announced free 
Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941** 

On page 7 the following ltea is eat forth in a box at the 
bottow of the paget 

. I 

"Bushi Kush! on the Underfed. Instructions have been sent 
to officers in the Department of Agriculture to hush all reftrenoea 
to the underfed one-third. 



"It is embarrassing, avidsntly, te the Government to 
refer to the American unfortunates while every effort la 
being nada te feed British, Bolsheviks and Qhlnese. 

•The Bed Gross, now campaigning for funds for foreigners 
and war-time unfortunates, could have done a wonderful job the 
past 10 years by expending Its efforts domestically* 

"Feasibly, the Bod Gross, like the bankers, la allergic 
to any operation In behalf of Amerioa first.* 


"fiOCIAL JUSTICE" ISSUE <ff JASUAST 26* 1948. 

Page 3 of this issue is devoted to an article entitled 
■Rubber Shortage Was Planned That Kay. * This article deals with the 
alleged rubber monopoly end its control by international bankers. The 
following axoaxpt is oontained In this articlei 

■Before we proceed further, let it be bluntly stated 
that besides fighting for liberty* our American boys will bo 
expeoted to fight to regain the Ualayan Peninsula not for the 
people of Malaya or Great Britain but for Sir John Hay and 




bit legalised gangs tors who ran or control the Balayan 
Peninsula and the rubber racket throughout the world," 

Considerable reference Is Bade In the above article to * 
cartel catered into by those wishing to eontrol the rubber Interests, 

On pegs 8 an editorial entitled "0,8.1, to Outspend All 
Herring Rations" dealing with the cost of Aseriea’e war effort, point# 
out that 156-billion art to be the war expenditure! for the fiscal 
/ear 1943* and that this amount* to $427,80 for ewer/ nan, woman and 
ehild in the United States. It then purports to sot out the expenditure 
by ether nations, ae follows i 

Qermaay and oooupisd eountrlse, $30-billiea. 

United Kingdom, $15-billion. 

All the rest ef tbs British Empire, ♦J-blllioa. , 

Onion ef Socialist Soriet Republics, flO-blllien 

Japan, $>bllllea, i : ? „ . 

• J. . ./ .. • 

Italy, la-billion. 

On page 13 there is printed an editorial entitled "A lesson 
t# learn From the Asia." The following paragraphs from this lien are 
of interosti 


"A groat portion of our $5&-bllllon will go to American 
workmen, Tory little of Japan's allotment goes te Japanese - v 
workmen. Japan can do with 15-billion what ww can't do with 
$ 50-billion on this basio—particularly when we oonaider that A » 
there are ae profits for tbs manufacturer, as profits for the 
banker, ae profits for the cosed salon sgent in Japan,* _ 


"Again we cone beck to our 16th principle of Social Justice— 
conscription of wealth if there is a conscription of nan. Unless 
that principle le invoked, it is difficult to see how the United 
States sen middle through, even though we have the world's beet 




propagandist# who or* making themaelvwe ridiculous la fight- 
lag Ritlor with words sad bombast rather than with words 
and bomba." 


hgQO1AI JUSTICE" XS3TTB » FEBRUARY A« 194* . > . 

Pag* 4 sf this lssu* carries an Item antitied *4 Few Predio- 
tlons Of the Future." This article is largely defeatist. The follow¬ 
ing excerpts are west prominent* 

"And what does the next year hold far wsT 

"Though it be only our opinion, we are Inclined to predict 
that both Britain and America will be driven free the Orient. '• > • 
The Philippines will be lost] so will the Malayan Peninsula. 

India will be a defioit rather than an asset to Britain. The 
Rather land* East Indies nay a till be under the flag of Holland, 
but will impress upon Britain and the United States the obllge- 
tlon of fighting a naval and air battle thousands of wdlss 
free their bases end only hundreds of elles from Axis ports. 

■nth Singapore gone, how oan Britain and the Allied 
forces hold both Qlbreltar end SueiT Another year's unsuccess¬ 
ful end muddled battling against the Axis powers In ths 
Msdlterrsnssn theater sf war nost likely will find ths 
British levy elthsr bottled-up or driven fro* the Mediter¬ 
ranean with both ends of that see closed. 

. ' - ' '* '* J. 

■ M e an w hi le, diplomatic rietorlee on the pert of Oeraany 
will have either persuaded Turkey, Franoe end Spain to with¬ 
draw fro* giving any support—ellltary, navel, elr or *orel— „ 

'' te the Allies er will have witnessed these powers Joining with 
ths Axis in a final drive to oust British Imperialism and 
Aaerloan oapitolis* fro* Europe. "• % =• 


■Vs predict that this crucial year will find Hitler's 
Soviet Union lines established, since the Oernan forces In 
1941 destroyed three-quarters of Stalin's industrial power 
plants. It is true that the Bolsheviks have many power plants 
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•n the western aide of the Ure.1 Mountains. Because these 
factories depend upon oil pumped from Iraq and Iran 
especially, it la probable that theae too latter countries 
trill fall under the blows of an Axis drive, thereby redw¬ 
ing the striking power of the Soviet Union. 

■Vs prediet a greatir loss of foot ter the Alllee la¬ 
the Orient and among email nationa who* are promised to help 
and failed to do so adequately. Even in London there la 
widespread discussion about the loss of faoe of the Alllea 
In Asia due to their mismanagement of military affaire and 
to their misplaced confidence in naval power. , 


■Possibly no one knows this better than Ur, Charehi11, 
who attempted to prepare the Alllea for reversea during 
1942. 


■Aa the months of this year are unfolded the inferiority 
complex, if ary, among the Orientals will gradually disappear, 
Japan will succeed in gaining oil fields. Possibly, the whites 
will be driven from Asia, victimised fcgr a war of racial hatred. 

■At hose the shoe will pinch aa mUlions of persona will 
recall the 'more abundant life 1 of the Jfew Deal. Beadjustmenta v 
will be Imposed upon us to such a degree that money will mean 
nothing more and nothing leas than exchange orested practically 
by presidential decree* 

■Zt la inconceivable how hard-headed Englishman will 
aooept all these transformations without undergoing some 
modification of mlmd. Possibly, a demand for peace will 
filter through the machinery of manipulated propaganda urban 
it is realised that the Axis powers cannot be defeated by - 
strangulation and economic starvation. In faet, the Axis . - 
powers are in laaa danger of eoonoede starvation In matters 
ef oil, steel, raw materials, etc., than are tbs Allies who 
unfortunately are foroed to fight the mar thousands ef males 
from their bases ef supplies. 

■The enigma today ia not Russia nor is it China, Turkey 
or France. Unpopular as it may be to say it, the great enigma 
is Britain herself. 




■nil the United States be left alone, far all practical 
purpose*, to fight tb* war to victory? VO sincerely hope not, 
bat lot no bo preparod to fact tueh a situation, and uin tho 
boat of it." 


■ SOCIAL JUSTICE* ISSUE OF FZBRUARI 9, 1942 . 

«* » 

On page 4 of this issue there is oat forth an article entitled 
■What Will Roosevelt Tell the People?" The following excerpt from this 
article is repreeentedi 

"Washington’s birthday is dose at hand* Probably, tho 
President of the United State* will Boise that ooeaslen to 
address the Amerioan public on the subject of patriotism under 
the theme, 'We Hurt Win This War. • 

■Mr. Roosevelt, we presume, la aware of the apathetic 
epirlt dominating the minds of Americans who are engaged in 
a war for which they were not prepared and which they did not 
want. 


"The date February 22nd is most inappropriate for the 
President’s speech because it will reoall memories of Oeorge 
Washington who fought against the spirit of the British Empire* 

■What will Hr. Roosevelt say? He can report on his all- 
aid- to-Britain program and thereby remind the public of his 
too-little aid to Hawaii and ths Philippines. 

"Be can report on tho billions of dollars allocated for 
defense and thereby remind his audience of the muddling which 
has characterised our efforts during the life of the O.P.H. 

■He ean report on Aasoolato Justice Roberts’ report 
and thereby invite criticism for the Administration whitewash 
contained in that report. 

■He can report on the several American Expeditionary 
Forces already in motion and thereby remind those in America 
of Irish descent of his partiality to Orest Britain and her 
continued aggressions against Ireland. 
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■He can report on the battle of the Atlantio where 
tanker after tanker ha* been sunk almost within eight of 
America's coast. 

■Be can report on the heroins of General MacArthur 
and thereby invite the thinking puhlie to consider what 
Mu:Arthur oould have done were our national efforts con¬ 
centrated on saving America and the Philippines* 

"He can report on the edvanoea nade by Joseph Stalin's 
troops in eastern Europe and thereby evoke a plenitude of 
wonderment as to why Stalin's Vladivostok bombers do not 
attach Tokyo.* 

On paga 7 an article entitled "United States Invades Ireland" 
describes the recent landing of American troops in Borthom Ireland. 

Two excerpts are representative of the inport of this artielo. They 
are as followst 

■In the very first days of England's ear. Social Justice 
Magazine was barred from Canada and other British dominions. 

Hot because we had lied about British policy, not because our 
cosoent was not forthright and factual—but because me told the 
truth! Suppression of facts, end not the correction of abuses 
end injustice—has always been, and still is, the policy of tho 
tight little clique ef internationalists who 'use' tbs British 
Empire for their own purposes. 

■The regret is, of course, that, owing to our close coopera¬ 
tion at an ally of Britain in the war against Hitler, the United 
States is more end more in danger ef being drawn into tho seme 
net of falsehood." 



i 

*Our fear at the moment is that American boys of tho now 
A.I.P., nary of thorn fins youths of Irish desoent end good 
Catholics, aay be sent to toko the place ef the 'Black and Tana, 1 
whom even the British dare net use again. Let us hope it is a 
groundless fear, despite our President'a alighting references 
to Ireland.* 
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On page 15 an article entitled "British Poll ole* Pat 
Australia 'On the Spot'* deala with the present situation In 
Australia with reference to a possible Japanese invasion. The 
article in general attributes this situation to the fast that 
tog l a n d has sapped tbs strength of Australia's defenses la defend¬ 
ing its own interests* The following sxoerpt is indicative of the 
tenor of this articlei 

■The entire Australian predicament is 1 repressing the 
American people with a lesson which our all-out-aid-for- 
Britaln Government is not anxious for tbs people to learn. 

Day by day Americans are more inclined to adopt the principle 
of saving America first sines tbs British topire is unable 
to mts Itself * 




"Our sympathy is sxtendsd to the Australians more than 
to many other nations engaged in this war. They were victimised 
by imperialism both abroad and at hone, they were utilised to 
fight the mother country's battles to ths neglect of their own 

safety." 
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<$£v S?ECI ^ I!; — r -- STA - **«®ssr 

■^j,V v -or record purposes in connection with the preparation of 

acknov:ledgr.ent of the memorandum dated February' IT, 1942, fror. the /. 
General, the following details are set forth: 


the 

ttcrney 


Yfnc’s Vho for 194C and 1941 reflect that Charles Eduard Coughlin 
was born of American parentage in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, op October 25, 
1091. His father v;as Thomas J., and his mother Amelia ! , £honev^!^oughlin. , 

He \7as an honor graduate from the University of Toronto in 1911, and re¬ 
ceived the degree of LL.D. from the University of ,'otre Dare in 1933. He 
was ordained as a Priest in the Roman Catholic Church in 1?16 ar.d v;as a 
teacher of Philosophy' at Assumption College, '.estern University, fror. 1916 
to 1922. He has beer, the Pastor of the Shrine of the Little Flower, V/ood- 
ward Avenue and Tv,'elve !iile Road, Royal Osh, 1'ichigan, since 1926. 


lit. 



In v iew of the fac t that his citizenship status was not definitely 
establishc i, the Immigration and naturalization Service 

was contactec^^^^^^^3e^that Charles Edward Coughlin, born October 25, 
1691, filed a Declaration of Intention to become an American citizen in the 
Courts of V.ayne County, Uichigan, on June 12, 1923. It was apparent from 
this Declaration that the applicant and the above captioned subject were in 
fact identical. However, the Immigration files reflect that Father 
Coughlin is considered an American citizen by reason of the fact that he 
v/as born outside the United States of American pa rent s -wh o hna, pi lUJ 1 
his birth, resided in the United 

prvrn ^ v-ygOTT.-U'-i’ — t * 

_ LaLU The Detroit Field Office, np6h the speci^c request of I/r. Ladd,i 

.f ^>7 advised telephonically on February' 13, 1942, that Father jCourljlin.^d not I 
made an:,' speeches on the radio during the past tv 3[yearf £ "no?' ^ad'^eyin 1 
any other way participated in speaking engagement 3 other than his sermons l Vi 
at the Shrine of the Little Flower. Consequently ^it was impossible toy.• i\. 
obtain copies of any speeches. "Social Justice" : agazine is Father ^ 1 

Coughlin’s present medium of expression and copiei were available with the • 
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linear i';ic of Kirch 9, 1?.“?. Information trte received 

t«** i!: M' 


Jot i.neclcB, Cali fewde 


■rojt, 

SJlCreC Of CtOCp In fc JOB 


hst c;:r* K. Schxirta, 20^ tv at i-th ttr< 
til'".-- pro;,, ii ! the sale of 709.J 6) 

Ant l f ► oafjX/.v,:-or. tbs U.feik of £/..u.M-ioiil fin-./ ',; Z. u\i\> .. :.ta 

find tin. £*13 ejt tio:; that tide stock lie.d l-e it\ placed pn tlai'Vw Turk 
Curb aarkot. It vto alt# allt^yd tiuit &U& SchwarCs was an o;- 
convict, havtnc r rfed time In Illinois. lid identifying data ere_ 
available by *») ^ch tide exn could Co determined ujsocific&U^ ea **’ 
idifiitj cfcl vith tie F. Perrin fchv.j,rtt j feubjt. ct o. tbit oeaorir.duaj 
td£> k;. 5 tU.U><! to l< V.n Preaiiiont of the fcocic.1 JiXtice Pul li riling 
Cor.pe.r.y, loyal ok, Kicili;im, in c statement filed ori behalf of tho 
piblisldn*; ofepwgr on torch 19, *1940. (36-0-214j65-4279-854) 

Tiit# ioc'.ol Justice lullisi.in^ Ox.pnny referred to elcve 
was od^i nelly ino-.rpoivUcl In Kichl. t .tn on iebruary 14, 1936. The 
oole c/tan.r of stock nt tl at tinuts hcverfcnd Chtrlu; 1. Coughlin, 

• c ^ *•". i V ' . f • > ’ r ♦ * ’ • . * >»4-l • \ t \ t • • • *■ / l* 1 • ' 4 v< n 

jviUiVt *■•*( < -c. L .. i > • \ 4 .U j m *- * 'v. j k **• / W : 0 

lietai as owning ten store?. Cn thia etut dele on« Cevhnrirr V.ilron 
r v Rjr-ointcu u repldmt i w *nt ir. Foytl Ct): by ivrrin Gchwarti:. 

Tl.oro v^ih no in libation fit thu tiuu of th* fillnj of t!dr. original 
et&t'.'ri; nt, of t)y. £r:'rri(cticr; t ;i.c.£.cn fchrfcrtE end the focld Jutticft 
PuUiiiUr v Coaj'fiiiy' other tlox; lla i.pt'i.i-ent |K)ocr to tp;voint u reoidont 
e^uit. /s noted fctovc thiB cltUiUcnt ttoa mibcoquently supplf-rented, 
on kiirch. 1°, 1949, tt which tlao fclwiu-ts wte eUited to be President* 
(65-4279-854) 

In the *Umt liaEus” for hovoaber JS, 1939, Jolui L. Splvtk 
filleted that r. Herrin f<la«a»tt, Mi tor of God el Jufltico, iw.d boon 
intervlfffcxd end tl;at it £p;x:art'd t)u;t rclu«;rt£ reb a technical twin 
end bed notldr^. to e&y ebout Ux policy or Kake*mp of tire oezezine* 

It wto RB8©rtod tiuit Father Coughlin dotorciincd t!u» policy of the 
m&Ztsine end of the publiehinz company. (65-4279-637 P. 11) 

Furthor In Ido erticlu in the "Kew ycr.8cs M , fplvak elli^od 
that certain ar.ti-Genitic articlco p^bliehcd in Social Juctico" over 
the by-lino of "ken IStrcin" were actually written by'«*~Parr}jrv-^c)Rpp.rtB- # 
and Joeeph Patrick Iji^ht. 


Mr. Qwien Temm _ 

Mr. Meeee 

COPIES 


Mi _Bircip|»,i|.»- 1 


Min f?^«- 
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destroyed 
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Cn June It, 19/1, ti confidential source tCvi eoci 1! at 
6 personal couU.cw vo.uh j.. Fcrrin ichmrtr, i^ditor of Loclal 
Jusll cb liAi.'tidnt-, liU* resulted in obtaining info motion tl«ut 
Geor^o Dylvuutcr Vi erech, protiinent Gcr-ian propflc'fthiiet, bed 
Witter, rji wticie, "Tua Temptation or .Jonathan", r*|irihtod lp 
the i.ujust 29, 19 issue of H 3octal .Justice.'' /ororriito tho 
lriforr/.nt, Scbvrrtr. edvised tlist Vi crock fa*a ,n;vcr ??jltten 
for "-octal Justice", tut that til naft ri.i.l by Vie reck ever 
published irf'SocJ.&l Jurtif. p had cona icted o f reprints of ex¬ 
tracts. (97-391-122 j Rept. SA Detroit) 

On Dccenter 5, 15/.1, inform tier, t;i? received, iron. I'j ^ 
B. confidentirl to wee t> 11F relation to "the source of propu- 
tt ii'c panted lj" CcJj.urtp iX hopal 0*1:, JU ehietn". Tide 
source k us of the opinion that "aoci.tl Justice" *cc bucked bp 
f&tluir Cou^til in snd was "s uuplciouo thut Oeraan to.’ity io in it"* 
(94-8-192-29^■■^■■uth Uiani, Florida) 
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States that the French motor 
plants making war material for 
the Nazis Illustrate the "same 
policy which motivated America 
to become the arsenal for England 
before the declaration of war." 

Declares that the Idea of an Al¬ 
lied offensive is "Moscow-born*’ 
and. If attempted, "will produce a 
defeat abroad and the Inundation 
of Americanism at home.” 


Father Coughlin Is preaching 
pure and unadulterated Nazi prop¬ 
aganda despite the fact that he Is 
a citizen of the United Stales. 

He could not be doing a better 
Job for Joseph Goebbcls if he were 
being paid a million dollars a year 
in Nazi gold. 

He lias Goebbels’ own diabolical 
cunning for twisting half-truths, 
for crying sanctimoniously that 
"Communism is the real enemy of 
civilization." for fanning the 
flames of hatred against the Jews 
as the scapegoat. 

Father CouglUin’s doctrines, 
taken as a whole, do not give the 


(From the Cincinnati Post.) 

There is a publication printed in 
America and sold on Cincinnati’s 
streets and on the steps of some 
churches which— 

Finises Hitler for letting the 
bench "carry on in part of their 
nation and thereby retain part of 
their self-respect." 

A fjirnis that the Nipponese war 
lords' policy of "Asia for tlic Asiat¬ 
ics ... is nothing more than an 
expression of our own Monroe 
Doc.'rule." 

Hays that Germany Is the inno¬ 
cent victim of a "sacred war de¬ 
clared against her nine years ago 
by the Jews," 


Impression that ha wants America 
to win or that he really believes 
that Germany and Japan are 
enemies of this country. 


This U war. The stake Is 
America’s independence and the 
preservation of our democratic be¬ 
liefs and practices. 


. It may cost 

the lives of many thousands of 
American soldiers and sailors to 
win this war. It will cost many 
billions of dollars, severe sacrifices 
to civilians and disruption of the 
normal life of this nation. 

Loyal Americans say the cause 
is worth any price we must pay. 


That publication Is Father 
Coughlin's Social Justice maga¬ 
zine. 

The examples given above are 
only a few of Ids preachments 
selected at random, but they give 
you the idea. 


Father Coughlin dissents. 
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DETAILS: \ Reference letter from the(Bureau reflects that the 

\ publication known as "The/Hour" carried an article 
captioned'"Christian Front Invades Civilian Defense Groups." 

The article stresses the fact that members of the Christian Front, 
acting under instructions from Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN and his 
fifth column lieutenants, are flocking into civilian defense 
organizations, their plan being to dominate these organizations by- 
sheer weight of numbers. The article further says that "The Hour" 
has been reliably informed that in Brooklyn, New York, a number 
of civilian defense groups are already in danger of being taken 
over by Christian Front storm troopers, notorious in the past for 
their collaboration with the German-American Bund and other Nazi 
agencies. 


A quotation is taken from the publication known as 
"Social Justice", which was founded in 1936 by Father COUGHLIN. 

The quoted article as it appears in the publication "The Hour" 
is as follows: 

"Social Justice advises you to get into every patriotic 
organization in America. Join up. Be neither a slacker for war 
nor a slacker for peace. Join up with the Office of Civilian 
Defense. The radical influence is already there. It must be 
overcome and vanquished by your members and cohesive influence... 

ii 

If iloscow-misfits seek responsible offices in 
organizations at home while your sons, brothers, husbands, and 
sweethearts are dying abroad, overwhelm them by your numbers and 
capture every office. Get out and get busyl You are the majority. 

Do not let the minority hog-tie and dominate you." 

"The Hour" has this to say about the plea of Father 
COUGHLIN: "Christian Fronters, who have plotted untiringly against 
the Government of the United States, are openly boasting they have 
found the ideal war-time vehicle for their seditious activities." 

Upon the basis of the allegations made in "The Hour" 
it would appear that at the inception of this investigation there 
be established the connection, if any, existing between Father 
CHARLES E. COUGHLIN and the organization known as the Christian Front. 
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There is available in the Nevr York FieldOffic^o^^^ 
this Bur eau a copy of a letter presumably written by^ 

I to the Reverend Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN, sajne being 
ted September 13, 1939, and written o^st^^neiy of the 
^Christian Front. In this communication^^^J^^B^Prefers to 
^\ds recent visit to Royal Oak at which time "we discussed a plan 
for the building of the organization along the only lines that 
will result in the creation of a real defense—mechanism against 
the enemy you have long been fighting." He discusses his plan 
for traveling over the United States for the purpose of setting 
up local units of the Christian Front and the establishment of 
"sports clubs" in all of the units. He disclaims any political 
ambitions, contrary to rumors and gossip circulated about the 
organization. He faithfully promises Father COUGHLIN that neither 
he nor the organization is interested in politics, stating "I 
have made public pronouncements to the effect that at no time 
would I consider myself as an aspirant or a candidate for public 
office because it would tend to destroy the strength of the only 
organization at this time feared by the Communists." 


He continues, "For your personal satisfaction I can 
say without contradiction that there are no activities of the 
Christian Front which in any way embarrass you or the cause of 
social justice because we restrict our speakers to language that 
cannot be interpreted as antiSemitic and can only be regarded as 
antiCommunistic." 


Excerpts taken from this letter are as follows: "I 
do not think there is a man in the entire movement who does not 
see eye to eye with you on the pronouncements that you have long 
been making and there are none who would n ot fight to defend the 
principles for which you stand!"* "All I ~am~waitihg Tor’TsT'tHe 
signal to'go and when and if I get it I shall never let up until 
the eneny quits or is beaten. I regret that it has been necessary 
to write 6uch a long communication but I feel sure that you now 
better understand the details of the Christian Front. If the / 

fight is worth the battle, we are at your disposal and the men are I 
waiting for the word. I promise that I shall not discuss the con¬ 
tents of this letter with anyone other than a confidential aid, 
and I shall be guided by whatever disposition you may choose to \ 
suggest." 


The Christian Front organization in New York early 
in its career, organized a rifle club and was engaged in the use 
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of firearms, apparently for the purpose of preparing for the 
Communist revolution which they expected to take place in the 
United States. An inner circle was formed known as "Country 
Gentlemen", and apparently they engaged in a great deal of 
serious thought about the Communist revolution which they ex¬ 
pected to take place in the United States, and this select group 
was active in getting together rifles and in manufacturing bombs 
and explosive devices. Finally they began to think that the 
expected Communist revolution would not come soon enough to suit 
their purposes and so it was that they decided finally to bomb 
the office of the Communist publication, "The Daily Worker," the 
headquarters of the Jewish publication known as the "Jevdsh 
Daily Forward," as well as the Cameo Theatre in New York and the 
headquarters of the organization in that city known as the League 
for Peace and Democracy. It was their belief that this bombing 
activity would bring about the Communist revolution which would 
place the members of the Christian Front in the position of 
actively attacking members of the Communist Party. 

It is believed that possibly the file of the New / / 

York Field Office of the Bureau will reflect other contacts among / 
officials of the Christian Front and Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN. / 



The report of Special Agent 

1940. at N ew York, New York, li^hecase entitled 

with aliases; Et Al. SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY, 
SEDITIOUS CONSPIRACY, THEFT OF GOVERJIEJT PROPERTY" has been 


reviewed and pertinent information contained therein as obtained 
from various publications in New York City reflecting information 
tending to indicate a close connection between Father COUGHLIN 
and the Christian Front is sunmarized as follows: . 


This report, beginning at Page 20, analyzes various 
articles appearing in the publication known as "The Tablet," a 
newspaper published at 1 Hanson Place, Brooklyn, New York. It 
is published by the Tablet Publishing Company at this address. 

The list of officers of the Tablet Publishing Company as set forth 
indicates that apparently the majority are members of the Catholic 
clergy. In reviewing the articles as set out below, the page 
numbers indica ted are those of th e above referred to report of 
Special Agent 
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PAGE 21. The May 27, 1939, issue of "The Tablet" sets forth 
that five thousand people attended a demonstration at Prospect 
Hall, Brooklyn, New York, to celebrate the victory of Christianity 
over Communism in Spain, which is in connection no doubt with 
FRANCO'S victory. BERNARD/ D 1 ARCY, chief of distribution of Father 
COUGHLIN'S "Social Justice' 1 , urged an increased circulation of 
"Social Justice," after he described the excellent progress being 
made. 

PAGE 21. Judge HERBERT A. O'BRIEN of New York City read a 
letter from the Reverend CHARLES E. COUGHLIN in which COUGHLIN 
felicitated those in charge of Catholic Hall meetings. The fol- \ 
lowing is quoted from his letter: "More than at any other time \ 
we need a strong, virilant, sanctified group of Christian American! 
who know how to interpret tolerance but also know the dangers of 
compromise. The time has arrived when defensive policies means 
giving way to an offensive plan; for the best method of defense 
is always of offense." 

It is to be observed that the article does not say . 
that the meeting was sponsored by the Christian Front. It does 
appear to be significant, however, that Mr. BERNARD D'ARCY, : 
described as chief of distribution of Father COUGHLIN'S publica-• 
tion, "Social Justice," was in attendance. 

PAGE 23. In the April 29, 1939, issue of "The Tablet" an 
article on Page 3 headed "Social Justice Agents Attacked" states 
that over five hundred copies of "Social Justice" were disposed 
of on the streets of Brooklyn, New York, on the previous Saturday 
by members of the Christian Front under the direction of Mr. 

JOHN CASSIDY. The February 18, 1939, issue of "The Tablet" on 
Page 4 has an article headed "Eight Thousand Attend Bronx Rally" 
"Followers of Father Coughlin Crowd Winter Garden." This article 
makes mention of a rally held in the Bronx Winter Garden under 
the auspices of the "Crusaders for Christian Social Justice," 
the followers of Reverend CHARLES E. COUGHLIN. 

PAGE 24. The January 20, 1940, issue of "The Hour" claims that 
a definite tie exists between Father COUGHLIN and the arrested 
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members of the Christian Front. (This apparently refers to the 
arrests of members of the Christian Front who were indicted in 
Brooklyn, New York, by a Federal Grand Jury charged with sedition 
in connection with their plans to blow up various Communistic 
enterprises.) 

PAGE 25. The publication,"The Hour", states that JOHN F. CASSIDY 
often declared himself as being a follower of Father COUGHLIN and 
that in Father CO'JGHLIN's magazine, "Social Justice," COUGHLIN 
repeatedly mentioned and praised CASSIDY and the Christian Front. 

The issue of July 21, 1939, apparently is expressly clear on this 
topic. 

PAGE 25* "The Hour," Page 3, issue of July 24, 1939, describes 
two meetings of the followers of Father COUGHLIN held on Friday, 

July 14, in Philadelphia, and the following quotation is taken 
by "The Hour" from "Social Justice": "The voice of Father COUGHLIN 
came to Philadelphia through loud speakers from the Shrine of the 
Little Flower in Royal Oak. Father COUGHLIN praised the heroism 
of the Christian Front in those areas where its work has already 
borne fruit, and urged Philadelphia to emulate Christianity and 
Americanism." 

PAGE 25. "The Hour" claims that the July 31, 1939, issue of 
"Social Justice" carried on its front page the headline "Christian 
Front carries fight into more states." The story on Page 3 of 
"Social Justice" is said to read as follows: "Organized along 
militant lines, the defense mechanism against Red activity and 
as a protector of Christianity and Americanism, the Christian 
Front is spreading from greater New York into Philadelphia, ' 

Boston, and other eastern centers. Under the leadership of Ur. 

J0HN\ CASSIDY of Brooklyn, there are five separate units now 
operating in the metropolitan district. These are the Bushwick 
Unit headed by PETEjfc CORREALE; the LUIGRRIZZA Unit of South i 
Brooklyn headed by ALF0NS0\XRC0RELLA; the Black Central Unit 
headed by ALBER'T'vDNNISONj and the Central Queens Unit under j 
the leadership of AL>5URTZ. Mr. CASSIDY himself has the Brooklyn 
Central Unit." ' ! 

PAGE 25. "The Hour" states that COUGHLIN in his regular Sunday 
radio broadcast of July 30, 1939, said "The Christian Front is 
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no longer a dream. It is a reality, a reality that grows stronger, 
more courageous, and more determined. The Christian way is the 
peaceful way until all arguments have failed, all civil authority 
having failed, there is left no other way but the way of defending 
ourselves against the invaders of our spiritual and national 
rights—FRANCO'S way." 

PAGE 25. "The Hour" states that "Social Justice" of August 7, 
1939, gives Father CO'JGHLIK’s ovm account of his radio speech 
entitled "Father COUGHLIN Counsels Christian Front." 

/ 

PAGE 26. "The Hour" states that "Social Justice" of August 26, 
1939, says "Father COUGHLIN approves the fine principles of / - 

Christian citizenship as followed by young men of the Christian 
Front." ' 

PAGE 28. Cn Page 9 of the June 17, 1939* issue of "The Tablet" 
there appears a letter signed by GEORGE E. McCOHMICK, Chairman 
of the Central Committee of Affiliated Groups with the Crusaders 
for Christian Social Justice, in which KcCOPUCK alleges a mis¬ 
carriage of justice in the Bronx where during the past six months 
at least one hundred "real Christian American men and women have 
been arrested in greater New York for the most atrocious crime 
of them telling the truth through the sale of "Social Justice 
Magazine." 

PAGE 28. On Page 13 of the May 6, 1939* issue of "The Tablet" 
in a news item headed "Attacks on Paper Seilers Continue" mention 
is made that organized attacks are being made by opponents of 
Father COUGHLIN to stop the street sale of "Social Justice" 
magazine. The article states that despite the opposition, street 
distribution continues to grow at a fast pace and that over 
five thousand copies of the magazine were sold during the four 
day period from Friday to Tuesday, April 28 to May 2, 1939* in 
the vicinity of 42nd Street from Fifth to Eighth Avenues in New 
York City. It also states that over 1500 copies were sold upon 
the streets of Brooklyn in the same period by salesmen working 
under the direction of Mr. JOHN CASSIDY and the Brooklyn Christian 
Front organizations. 

PAGE 29. The above-mentioned issue of "The Tablet" also 
mentions that in Manhattan the salesmen of "Social Justice" have 
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been assisted to a large degree by members of the New York Chris¬ 
tian Front under the direction of Mr. WALTER OGDEN. 


) 







PAGE 30. "The Tablet" in the August 5, 1939, issue carries 
the speech of Father CO'JGHLIN delivered on July 31, 1939, entitled 
[’The Popular Front vs. the Christian Front." The following ie 
^oted from this particular speech: 

“Vfere I a member of the Christian Front; had I any 
influence in blue printing its principles and the policies of the 
Christian Front, I would say this:....." 


"The following is also quoted from the speech: "Never¬ 
theless, the Christian way is the peaceful way until, all arguments 
having failed, all civil authority having failed, there is left no 
other way but the way of defending ourselves against the invaders 
of our spiritual and national rights—FRANCO'S way." 


"The following is also quoted: "And most importantly, 
an otherwise Christian Front must be a united Christian Front. 
Factionalism must be abandoned. The desire for leadership on the 
part of individuals must be sacrificed. Under one Herod who is 
foresworn to practice the principles of Christianity, every group 
and every city must be marshaled." 


PAGE 36. A letter was written by Reverend CHARLES COUGHLIN, 
^1939, on his personal stationery and addressed to 

^ The Christian Front, /*15 West 59th Street, New York 
^^Ciby^wnlchreads as follows: 


"Hy dear 



"I want to take this opportunity to thank you most 
cordially for the excellent work you are doing in boosting the cir¬ 
culation of "Social Justice" in New York. 


"You and your co-workers have set a pace that will 
be difficult for the rest of the nation to follow. You have no 
idea of how closely I am watching New York and how happy I am 
at the progress you are making. 
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“Now that you are so well established, the future 
sales should increase in rapid succession. 

"God bless youl 


Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Charles Coughlin" 

PAGE 40. There is set forth a typewritten statement issued by 
the Christian Front, dated November 26, 1938, signed by LLARCEL 
HONOILC, President, setting forth the policies of the Christian 
Front with reference to the ban placed on the broadcasting by 
Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN from Radio Station Y.HCA. The statement 
is quoted as follows: "The members of this committee are the 
duly appointed representatives of the Christian Front, who have 
been designated to interview the manager of Radio Station LLCA, 
for the purpose of informing him that the membership of the 
Christian Front regards that station's recent ultimatum to Father 
CHARLES E. COUGHLIN as a biased, prejudiced action, amounting to 
restriction of his right as an American citizen to freedom of 
speech. 


"Inasmuch as no facts have been advanced to prove 
that Father COUGHLIN in his broadcast on Sunday, November 20, 

1938, incited racial or religious prejudice, or that he uttered 
untrue statements, we cannot help but conclude that, the attempt 
to corapell him to submit a transcript of his contemplated lectures 
forty-eight hours in advance of the scheduled time for delivery, 
is an arbitrary exercise of censorship and a deprivation of civil 
liberties." 

PAGE 49. GEORGE BRITT in an article appearing in the January 29, 
1940, issue of "The New Republic" entitled "COUGHLIN'S Christian 
Front", claims that recent arrests of members of the Christian 
Front can be traced back to bally-hoo originating from the 
Reverend EDY.'AHD LODGE CURRAN, President of the International 
Catholic Truth Society, and Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN. 

BRITT mentions that JOHN F. CASSIDY and FLOYD A. 

CARIDI are artiCommunist speakers who spoke on Brooklyn street 
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follows: "You and your group are affiliated directly to me." 

PAGE 52. li^^Vstates that the Christian Front was formerly 
organized in August of 1938 and that at first it was identified 
with a proFranco Catholic Order and was both a membership organiza¬ 
tion and a coordinating agency for groups like the Social Justice 
Distributors Groups, the Crusaders for Americanism, the Geraan- 
American Eund, the C-eraan-American Business League, the American 
Nationalists, the Citizens Protective League, the American Patriots, 
and the Christian Lobilizers. states that its announced 

purpose was to enlist all Christian citizens united on purposes 
that are truly American in that necessary crusade against the 
antiChristian forces of Red revolution. 

PAGE 61. Information was obtained to the effect that at a meet¬ 
ing of the Christian Front held at Prospect Hall in Brooklyn, 

New York, on October 13, 1939, CASSIDY stated "Father COUGHLIN 
appointed me national director of the Christian Front." 

It is to be observed that the quotations taken from 
the publications hereinbefore set out do tend to indicate that 
Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN was active in the organization known j 
as the Christian Front. It is not known at this writing just j 
how much other information is available in the files of the 
New York Field Division with respect to this situation and it 
is likewise unknovm to the writer of this report whether the i 
Christian Front in New York or elsewhere is as of this date an 1 
active organization. * 
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Available files in the Detroit Field Office have been 
reviewed for the purpose of setting forth any and all allegations 
which have been made insofar as the Detroit Field Office knows 
the effect that Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN has allied himself 
Tilth proNazi factions of any kind. 


The follow ing informatiorLiias been taken from the 
report of Special Agent fl|^^^HI^^^IB_dated 
February 19, 1940, in the case 

With Aliases; Et Al. SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY, SEDITIOUS 
THEFT OF GOVERN1ENT[PROPERTY", and page numbers indicated are 
those appearing in 1 he report above referred to: 



PAGE 8. 


JOHN L 


SFIVAK, writing in the publication "New 
Losses", charges that Father COUGHLIN has had secret conferences 
with Nazi agents and propagandists operating in this country in 
furtherance of what SPIVAK deems to be an antiSemitic campaign. 


FAGE 16. In the December 19, 1939, issue of the "New Hasses" 
JOHN L. SPIVAK quotes several utterances of GOEBBLES,.' the head of 
the Nazi propaganda machine, and Father COUGHLIN, which are 
apparently identical word for word. SPIVAK also mentioned that 
Father COUGHLIN has communicated with WILLI AH DUDLEy PF.TJ.E Y, 
the head of the Silver Shirts. 

PAGE l£t JOHN L. SPIVAK in the "New Masses" mentioned that 
LILLIAmYerNECKE, a nazi leader and a resident of Chicago, 
Illinois, is closely allied with Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN. 


With respect to the allegations appearing in the 
publication "The Hour" directed against Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN, 
the "Social Justice" issue of March 2, 1942, has an article 
"Riled Reds Rant About ’Treason in Royal Oak’". In this article 
"Social Justice" attacks "The Hour" and terms the statements 
appearing therein to the effect that Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN 
is giving vent to treasonous statements as libelous in nature 
and makes this statement: "We protest Naziism as do all real 
Americans. We detest Stalinism as do all Americans. Are ALBERT 
E. KAHN and those whom he represents more pro-Marxist than they 
are pro-American?" With respect to the publication, "The Hour," 
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this March 2, 1942, issue of “Social Justice” under the above- 
referred to caption has the follovdng to say: 

"The publication known as THE HOUR has been exposed 
before as a "front" for the Communist committee responsible for 
much of the current anti-Christian smearing appearing, chiefly, 
in the party and Jewish press. 

"As we said last week, these propagandists of hate 
are trying, with the desperation of real panic and without much 
success, to plant their smear in the more popular magazines. 

"It was from THE HOUR for example, that JOHN SPIVAK 
of the KEY PASSES and the Rev. BIRKHEAD obtained most of their anti- 
COUGHLIN material. 

/ "Mr. KAHN says, too, that he exchanges information 
with GE0RC3 SELDES who puts out a Communist party front news letter 
called IN FACT. 

"Editor KAHH, who is also a writer for the Communist 
party line magazine FRIDAY, told New York and Pennsylvania police 
that THE HOUR was "Similar to the JOINT PUBLIC RELATIONS COM¬ 
MITTEE OF PITTSBURGH," which is supported by B'nai B'rith, the 
Anti-Defamation League, Jewish War Veterans and the American 
Jewish Congress. 

"FREDERICK SCHUMAN, former instructor at the Com¬ 
munist Workers' School, is on the editorial board of THE HOUR. 

"Mr. KAHN's revelations to the police came about when 
a recent issue of THE HOUR boasted that its editors knew the 
identity of the saboteurs who wrecked a Pennsylvania railroad 
train. Y .< 


'A State Trooper read thiB story and turned it over 
to the authorities. New York and Pennsylvania state police and 
Pennsylvania railroad police questioned Mr. KAHN and in the course 
of the interrogation he disclosed the peculiar backing of the 
propaganda nest known as THE HOUR. 


I 
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"Editor KAHN said he got his information about the 
railroad wreck from an 'informer' for THE HOUR and the Pittsburgh 
Committee known as STEPHANJNSKI. 11r. STEPHANJ.,SKI, police said, 
resided at the Rex Hotel, 106 V. 47th Street, New York City. He 
and KAHN implicated a number of innocent Polish, Hungarian and 
Slovak railroad workers in New Jersey, the police report said. 

"According to KAHN, the Pittsburgh committee is 
'master-minded' by a refugee Doctor of Philosophy, one MORRIS 
KARSTEN. KARSTEH, a definite Leftist, brought SPIVAK of KEN MASSES 
to Pittsburgh when he was thrown in jail in connection with the 
exposed red front known as the "Jewish Peoples Committee"." 

T7ith respect to the allegations which have appeared 
in "The Hour" to the effect that Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN has 
been counseling members of the Christian Front to join Civilian 
Defense groups and to dominate these organizations, it is to be 
observed that, as pointed out by "The Hour", the "Social Justice" 
magazine of January 12, 1942, urged the readers to join up with 
the Office of Civilian Defense and made the statement "If Hoscow- 
misfits seek responsible offices in organizations at home while 
your sons, brothers, husbands,&sweethearts are dying abroad, over¬ 
whelm them by your numbers and capture every office. Get out 
and get busy. You are the majority. Do not let the minority 
hog-tie and dominate you." 

Tilth respect to the situation in Detroit, Michigan, 
information has been called to the attention of this office to 
the effect that the Communist organization is taking a very 
active interest in civilian defense and that Communists are being 
counseled to join civilian defense organizations. It is of 
course known that Reverend COUGHLIN has, through "Social Justice" 
and in hi6 public statements, again and again attacked Communism. 

Through a confidential source the following figures 
with respect to the number of copies of "Social Justice" printed 
• have been obtained: 


Issue 

Total Shipped 

Mail 

Bulk 

1941. 



3-3 

164,885 

79,215 

85,670 

3-10 

165>033 

79,215 

85,818 

3-17 

166,897 

60,573 

86,324 
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Issue 

Total Shipoed 

Kail 

Bulk 

ft 24 

167,398 

81,710 

B5,6S8 

(fel 

166,845 

81,131 

85,714 

4-7 

162,067 

76,211 

65,858 

4-14 

162,594 

76,497 

86,097 

4-21 

164,705 

76,799 

87,906 

4-28 

163,748 

77,062 

86,686 

5-5 

154,182 

64,276 

89,906 

5-12 

152,583 

64,953 

87,630 

5-19 

153,074 

65,648 

87,426 

5-26 

153,925 

66,235 

87,690 

6-2 

142,044 

52,825 

89,219 

6-9 

146,169 

56,441 

89,728 

6-16 

148,404 

58,109 

90,295 

6-23 

150,991 

59,398 

91,593 

6-30 

226,362 

60,326 

166,036 

7-7 

148,476 

57,095 

91,381 

7-14 

148,780 

57,090 

91,690 

7-21 

150,751 

60,104 

90,647 

7-28 

150,859 

60,509 

90,350 

8—4 

150,030 

57,677 

92,353 

8-11 

151,800 

59,350 

92,450 

8-18 

152,977 

60,270 

92,707 

8-25 

154,040 

61,595 

92,445 

9-1 

150,109 

58,552 

91,557 

9-8 

152,579 

59,982 

92,597 

9-15 

155,611 

61,882 

93,729 

9-22 

157,699 

62,936 

94,763 

9-29 

158,683 

63,563 

95,120 

10-6 

157,853 

61,925 

95,928 

10-13 

159,673 

62,434 

97,239 

10-20 

161,307 

62,830 

98,477 

10-27 

162,146 

63,040 

99,106 

11-3 

162,066 

61,623 

100,443 

11-10 

162,421 

62,063 

100,358 

11-17 

164,027 

62,623 

101,404 

12-24 

165,162 

62,363 

102,799 

12-1 

162,882 

59,967 

102,915 

12-8 

165,074 

61,354 

103,720 

12-15 

165,531 

61,996 

103,535 
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Issue 

Total Shipped 

Kail 

Bulk 

12-22 

164,314 

62,639 

101,675 

12-29 

166,806 

62,707 

104,099 

1242 


62,791 


1-5 

166,888 

104,097 

1-12 

167,000 

63,009 

103,991 

1-19 

167,612 

63,475 

104,137 

1-26 

167,638 

63,734 

103,904 

2-2 

163,075 

59,395 

103,680 

2-9 

164,174 

59,875 

104,299 

2-16 

164,574 

60,192 

104,382 

2-23 

166,409 

61,073 

105,336 

3-2 

167,134 

61,537 

105,597 


At the present writing it is not definitely known 
whether Father COUGHLIN has an organized group or groups which 
are supporting him. However, the indications are that his 
following is not of an organized nature but rather the support 
of individuals as such who are convinced in their own individual 
minds of the soundness of the COUGHLIN philosophy. Further investi¬ 
gation through confidential sources will be undertaken to determine 
definitely whether there is any organization such as the Christian 
Front or a similar organization which might be under the control 
and domination of Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent in Charge JOHN S. BUGAS: 

_ Several weeks prior to the da te of this report, on a 

Sunday, Social tele¬ 

phoned tn^wriie^a^tn^iatter^wiome and made what amounted 
to a complaint against a person he thought was impersonatui^an 
FBI or Department of Justice officer. The complaint 
made at this time was that somebody speaking in a racne^gutteral 
voice had phoned his office, a sizing for information on what was 
to appear in the larch issue of Social Justice, and had identi¬ 
fied ^mnse^^as an officer of the FBI or the Department of Jus- 
tlceWMcouldn't recall which. One of his secretaries 
gave nS^nemessage. 

The writer thanked him for calling and told him to be 
sure and report anything he might hear, inasmuch as it was a 
possible impersonation. Approximately two weeks later, the day 
following the telephone call from l,(r. DENNIS A. FLINN of the 
Bureau concerning the circulation of the Social Justic^naea^^^^^^ 
zine, the writer arranged a luncheon appointment with 
under the prete nse of furt her discussing the possible imperson¬ 
ation cas^thatjHHHBhad called about. In other words, as 
far as^|B|BKnew^TrK ap pointment h ad this as its sole pur¬ 
pose, an^tn^writer met xthH|^H^pin the Esquire Dining 
Room of the Book-Cadillac Hote^[wioon. 




The writer questioned some detail about 

the impersonation complaint he previously made, and he was unable 
to furnish any additional data except to state that 
the telephone call might have come from one 
known professional, private investigator, operat 
this area for many years, and many years ago he was 
time with the Department of Justice. 



he thou ght 

a well- 
and around 
for a brief 


During the luncheon, very loquacious, and 

the writer had little to doexceg^ipd his head or shake his 
head in order to encouragetalk profusely, and during 
the conversation a great deal of information was given out by 
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may have. 


vhich 


being 


set out 


herein for whatever value it 



other Cr.k-115 i. COUGHLIN, end he appeared to 
almost Vforshipful of Father COUGHLIN. One time during the 
conversation he made the ste.ter.tent that Father COUGHLIN is 
as much like Christ as any mortal could be, as far as he, | 
was concerned. 


During the course of conversation, he related rhat he 
called the history of Father COUGHLIN going off the air, vhich 
occurred approximately tvo years ago. He stated that COUGHLIN 
was forced off the air by Fishop I'.OOHL'Y of Detroit, who is a 


bitter enemy of COUGHLIN'S, and is influenced by a group of 
barkers in New York, principally the iCuhn-^oeb Company. The 
reason tha^theKuhn-Loeb Company has so much influence, accord¬ 
ing to^HHHfeis that sometime ago, apparently two or tiaree 
years ago^Ti^Tope was faced rath extremely serious financial 
embarrassment, and a loan was arranged whereby the Kuhn-Loeb 
Company loaned the papacy *200,000,000. As a consequence, the 
firm of Kuhn-Loeb, which is a Jewish firm, is able, in many in¬ 


stances, to control the policy of the Pope and the Papacy, and 
thereby many of the leading Catholic hierarchy in the United 
States. 


In this fashion, VOONFY, partially out of his own 
sentiments and partially out of pressure brought to bear by 
someone above him, was able to completely force COUGHLIN to 
make some alteration^^^th^radio program, which he has never 
been able to resume.^^^j^pstated that Bishop GALLAGHER was 
"lock, stock and barrel" behind COUGHLIN, and that he he lived 
it would have been a different picture, but HOOKEY has been in¬ 
fluential in quieting COUGHLIN. 


Father COUGHLIN has a great file of correspondence be¬ 
tween himself and HOOKEY, and he would be very glad to show it to 
the v.Titer or any representative of this office. 




^pstated th:t also in the latter part cf 1 ( 
MOOiiSY gave Father COUGHLIN the alternative of either cor.pli 
ly retting rid of the Social Justice Lagazine, or a Ho. ring 
V.yxzz to censor it and guide its editorial policy. Father 
COUGHLIN agreed to the letter and for a period of four r.onti 
th^narazine ;;ss published under HOOHLY'S censorship, •;hich 
(^states Y.as actually a censorship by the Ku'nn-lohb 
Company. At the beginning of this censorship the circulcti 
vas about 90",000 per v.-eek, and during the censorship, the 
circulation dropped to 400 , 000 , partly due to the censorshi 
and partly cue to the fact that Father COUGHLIN '.vas off zhe 
Ke states that the circulation is about 200,000 at present. 
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that t he call that was m ade the day previous to this visit was 
made bjVpHHHpHp^B In this telephone call, the caller 
mentionec^nawi^va^some kind of an officer with th^FB^or 
Department of Justice, and tried to determine whenPim^was 
going to be at the printer's, which is in a downtown area, on 
the following Monday, in order, ^^seemed over the telephone, 
that the caller could interview ^MM^^when he came from the 
printer's. Having determine d regarded this as_ 

practically an appointment. eves that^H^Hp^ 

and made it a point to cad^atthe Social Just^^oTfices 

at this timebecausa they did not want to call when! 
was there. th inks that they ap parently wan tec 

tablish tha^sKhoughl 




stated that a reporter named ^^^■pwho 
writes for New Masses, wrote a series of articles allegedly 
supposed to be Father COUGhXIN'S, and they have been attempt¬ 
ing to get embarrassing information concerning Father COUGHLIN 
in order to again write articles concerning him. 

Twen^on to state that if being pro-Christian 
is seditious^ then^HpHVis seditious as the articles have as 
their aim pro-Chri^^nttyT He stated frankly that he is anti- 
Semitic, and if it is seditious to be anti-Semitic, which he 
says is the same as being pro-Christian, then he is seditious. 


. He spoke of the title and ownership of Social Justice 

I as being just a legal fact. He stated that all the writings 
that appear in the Social Justice Magazine are tagged on to the 
[i sixteen points of Social Justice in some way. These sixteen 
j points appear in a prominent place in every issue of the maga¬ 
zine. He stated that most of the background material on which 
the articles in Social Justice are based, is gained from news- 
i papers and other publications. He described Father COUGHLIN 
j as being a truly great mind. 

The notes on this are being retained for possible 
future reference. 
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The follov/ing investigation was conducted by the writer: 

There has been some controversy between Father COUGHLIN 
and the Michigan Unemployment Compensation Commission with regard 
to the status of Father COUGHLIN’s Radio League of the Little Flower 
from 1937 to 1940. The Michigan Unemployment Compensation Commission 
in the past made a ruling that the League is not a charitable organiza¬ 
tion and therefore owes payroll taxes. 

"The Detroit News" of March 11, 1942, carries an article 
entitled "COUGHLIN AIR INCOME BARED." In this article it is disclosed 
that the testimony on the appeal of Reverend CHARLES E. COUGHLIN 
from the ruling of the Unemployment Compensation Commission revealed 
that the Radio League earned £1,163,422 in the years 1937 through 
1940, broken down as to years as follows: 1937 - $404,469; 1938 - 
$574,416; 1939 - $102,254; 1940 - $82,283. 

Miss ALBERTA WARD, bookkeeper for the League, testified 
that Father COUGHLIN as President of the League was paid $2600 in 
1936 and 1937, and that he received $2,000 in 1938 and $2100 in 
1939. She testified that he also received a loan of $5,052 in 1937 
as well as loans of $2545 and $2988 in 1936. 

Her testimony further revealed that the league of the 
Little Flower is the financial backer of the Social Justice Publishing 
Company. The League invested $1,000 in 1936 and made loans of 
$S3,000 and $145,902 to the Publishing Company. 

The National Union for Social Justice was mentioned in 
testimony, and JAMBS UcAVOY, Jr., attorney for the League, said: 

,r i7e concede that the National Union for Social Justice was a political 
party." The testimony revealed that the League formerly employed 
thirty persons but now has only seven on its payroll. 


- PENDING 
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uxd: vzlofld ieads 


THE NS 5 .' YORK FIELD OFFICE 




AT NBY YORK CITY will refer to the previous investigation 
conducted by that office in connection tilth the Christian Front 
mcve.T.:nt, noting in this regard the information contained in this 
report, and determine whether the Christian Front is presently- 
operating as an organized group, and upon a review of information 
already believed to be in the possession of the New York Field 
Office as well as any current investigation which is necessary, 
ascertain whether the Christian Front as an organized group is 
dominated by Reverend CHARLES E. COUGHLIN to such an extent that 
he can dictate its policies and direct members into civilian defense 
organizations or to any other organisations which due to the 
overwhelming numbers of Christian Fronters will be considered as 
potentially dangerous to the internal security of the United 
States. 


V.ill note that the publication "The Hour" made the 
statement that it had been reliably informed that in Brooklyn, 

New York, a number of civilian defense groups were already in 
danger of being taken over by Christian Front storm troopers, 
notorious in the past for their collaboration with the Gennan- 
American Bund and other nazi agencies. Kill endeavor to verify 
this information and determine whether if this condition is 
true it has been brought about by any action on the part of 
Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN. 

THE DETROIT FIELD OFFICE 

Will, AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN, through confidential 
sources determine whether the following of. Reverend CHARLES E. 
COUGHLIN is of an organized nature and is so under the control 
of Father COUGHLIN that he can direct the policies of the 
organization. It is believed that the primary purpose of this 
investigation is to determine not so much the acts of Father 
COUGHLIN as an individual as his acts as the head of an organiza¬ 
tion, directing its policies to the detriment of the best interests 
of the country. 


- PENDING - 
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MARCH 30, 1942 


Catholic Clergy, Laity Speak OutsAgainst Coughlin 

l, \\ liOta Aim i toils .too fuinii'M ininW' , » « I - 

301 nil JUMJCC cut, I{..y„„i,i 5l „ dll.. Uc ’ ,J ' •- 

^ ,, , ,, ... .it llni I'n.iriloil llmiso .limar U.r' I.,- 4 J0. X' '*• T. -* i JX * ■ 

Called Seditious ?u£ '•••■I . pt% 


** w Inti nf rlmi unm wlm uim- (•■..k «..«* 
uf llOOIlllly . IllitI fittc, Upstanding, uil.Ml 
nuMi« r ttl Uirinl, Mr. Umrli-n K, Cm^IuT 
* «Miil tin* title ‘Kuiltir’, it t. Imim, 1 , 
aa u prurth-iug Caikulir, lime |« N « manrrc 
far I lint till, lit lit-Mtut il an muiic 
mi Mai.<:i«r»-i>Ai>ilik**, no-\nn rirait a. this 

iNN-islitttrvt tl |trii-*l uf U.troii. 

*'First. Im- tlitorn il liiia-iK it„m hi* 
rliurrti, lli.-o la divorced tiiiMoU Iran hi* 
country. 

"Si Tin I Justux t* J*l ill lieing sold. I L.i^hl 
unc in Kiglilli Avc. the other il.iv. 1 LA. .1 
lllldligli il noil ;iAti| Him Wihii.hi viii^ il 
il slur Itopi*t'ill'll lu have a i*t»pv ••( »U 
ki.sehrr lUuilmchtcr. Mm- .inL.i! lot wh*. |l 
was. J lull I her it mu* the same p.tjs * j*.u n.l 
in (VniJ.in, % 

I* mif.iu H.mhls llic kinship U (»«*.. Hk 
* w " l , -‘l" 1 s I' 1 him ..am imIu'ui!' • 


We li.«\»• given you our sl.md oil Hie Ih v. 
Charles K. Coughlin, the (Ltliolic pi if si. 

Wo have attacked Chailcs III. Cuogli- 
l*ii. n.ilui.di/td citi/.eu id Hie U. S. A., radio 
orator, iutiiiialist, |M*lilieiaii anti moving 
spit ft In hind StU’itil Jus(irt\ 

Wc now give, yon the cttimnoiibc of had¬ 
ing (.'.ith.«lie clciies and l.iyim.ii on the 
Niihject. 

Catholic Communis 

1 lu* I'oinineiils are a floss section of 
sound o|i|iijoii |loin those Gatholies to whom 
•ih. i Lulli.ili.-s in Ante)lea look for guidance 
ami ii.-.aiea 

'J lie t'Unula ( itthulu i> the oilieiid news¬ 
paper of the Diocese ol St. Augustine, Hu. 

I toil nip Joseph 1*'. 1 In* lev Is spiritual leader 
ol I ho ditH-ese. 

— In mi Cthlnii.il on Mar. 20, Hit: Hmit/w 
■ » t uthnh, appioves iui aliat k on Sin htt Juniirr. 

. ’ .-“ilii* is .is it shoulil he among people 
_\uho uhlior dishonesty and treachery." (,Scv 
k: kjf at bottom oj jwigi:.) 

It mimes im Winds about the clfcct ol 
^ SouiJ Jiistirr on the C'alholic Church: 

* * ** | fir priest al llir. allur no Irw* than (he 


Quentin lleyouhla 

“Il itmultl be ubviuut today that the nu> 
jorily of Irish Aim* hi. u- will Calludiea tut- 


Author Callnn gave IWl a special state¬ 
ment. 

~| think,” be said, *Mhal any |#crM»u or 
,, -4 „ r • hut, «l this lime uf cri.i* In o*r »»u- 
liun.ll ckislrncc, ia -ercu.lt..* or trying to 
rU hatreds, ilivbiiili, uncertainly, 
nr disloyalty of any kind, ie in fact an c»»c».iy 
uf the rwiiulry and a betrayer of the mani- 
f,-Blly Ju-i route for which our n»c»i In the 
m r•>!.'.I service* are giving their lives.** 

On Apr. 28, JU-W, the. llislvo|> 2 » uf Ukj Ad- 
mmisltativc Hoard of the National Calltolic 


ieated thenuelvea lu victory. In the armed 
furrm, oil l»»^ , wibly lines, through trade 
unions, rari»l dului and rhurehes. they have 
gone on record, pleilgiug an utl-oul effort to 
*beut the Asia.* 

“V f i | miuill and vichma minority, a hand¬ 
ful of rabble rou*en», and, I regret to »ay, a 
few prion, have given Oh. Culbolin and 
Iruh American* a* a whole the reputation 
of obstructing «bc n*Uon’» war effort. 

M A» a revolt, it now becomes the unpleas¬ 
ant duly of every Irish American and Catho¬ 
lic politicly lu protest and repudiate the 
racist, Juruplivc propaganda of the Chris¬ 
tian Front, Coughlin ami Social Jfticr," 
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Mothers' Call Jg 


rai£or<£ 


Fi ~wGU 


Axle His Impeachment; 
‘Social justice' Praised 

Sf‘ t'illl t'fffC sfhOiiliUCti 

rjl1MlJ! p .r.]*HIA, Apr. l/’.-Mrs. Agnes, 
u.iliw ii anti-AiliiiiiiKlraKefH and 
• • Ii-1c\\ .iuil;il«••• from \\ ashini'lon, in after- 
! i r i u«i 1 |I-.II» ye«U I'diiv., 


< U-hiown iiiiii’ti- 

h/n• (ippeorrd in 
•ik. The Nation. 

• ;hr limn of the 

• '•) (hr Notional 


• Kramer i* c- "■ 
rlcr. His 
i,. Sni vcy C. . 
ihrr wnuigim* ■ 
ii'tc he tr (is rv 
Holiday Nc«‘. 
l‘>ij Dai f ‘ 

.ears nttn Chai>«._' - 

, taking the road 
>ocled lo Ik- the 
111 1 that he had i- '< 
ith a go*' I" *•«*■•- 
if necessary, \n- 
lin D. ttoosevclt. 
liked for an Itn'ir v 

thchu^.i 

(lower. A u. ' • 1' 
nlion in Clcwliimi i- f had m.nli- a deal 
■ lie powei fill Tov.-iim-ihI inoM'inciil and 
-imiauls of line) lyings organizations 
resulted in Ihr placing in the 1’rcsi- 
d i.-iee of J«C|i. William lz-mhc of 
O.d.'iin, at piosi id a close asso*iaie 
i. GeraldP, Nye. 




iin.ni >11 let i.ui'imj. in< 
railed PiCbiileni iluuscv.ll a traitor >md dc-j 
nmnded l.is impiaclimei.l. Another speakir 1 
at ill. meetings praised Sni iiil JuxticC. 

Mrs. Waters, who falls Jlep. (’.laic I In, - 
man. “onr Jc.-eis Christ,” spoke at a meeting 
of Crusading Mothers of Pennsylvania in 
Haylmrn Plaza, a pnlilie square. opposite 
fitly Hall, 

In (I..- audience were dl "Mothers’ with 
American (lags, about 0(1 Mil agents, 11 io_ 
police radical squad, newspapermen, ins3| 
soldiers and two sleeping hums. 
s'lldiers left on request oi Mrs. N\'aters.tS$ 

"A friend in Naval Intelligence 
not to say anything when soldiers ,ue 
present,“ site said. Although the other two 
soldiers remained, stating, "lady, we’re light¬ 
ing for this country; we can hoar an) thing 
that's said,” Mrs. Waters continued her 
qie.-rh, Shi* read troin notes lo protect lie, 
self Iron', the "Jewish controlled pr> sS." 

Went Back lo Sleep 

One hum woke up, listened, yawned and 
walked away. The ollua also was roused by 
her words, bill went back lo sleep. 

“What did they do with MaeArlhm?” 


yioiinccd yesterday he’d run for the U. S. Senate to defend fi i.-nd Couglil 


Aj’v proceeded to a diseussiun of fascism 
ill a recent; issue of Suciiil Jiirlicc which 
In- bad kind words to say about Hiller. 

’ hie thing is sure,” Coughlin said in a 
s if mallcr-of-fael voice, ''democracy is 
do ned. This is our last clei-lion,” 

' A’hat will happen?” J asked. 

It.is Fascism or Communism. Wc arc at 
tjy crossroads.” 

' That road do you lake?” 

take the road to Fas. Ism.” 

Jrdjd not say anything at first because 1 

,,,.« Jnf.nU ll.H. I,.% . 1,1 r,W.I«',i> l>ft„> l>n t,^.l 


assoei *e o' Com'lili.i, it.,it the Itoyal U.ik 
orator had otic ol the mo-,! coinpreh. nsiw 
anli-Xcinili. libiaries in the world and that 
l.is private comer-sal ions were filled will, 
vicious anli-Jcwish rci. aiks. I had myself 
heard Coughlin's pei<ou.d n-prcsonlatise to 
the Nali.inal Fiuinets Holiday convention 
of 10 JG ir.nl in private a bitterly anti- 
Semitic address wlb'-li he was dissuaded 
from delivering in public. 

But Coughlin was not ready to omne into 
the open. Later, after Lcinko’s eandidae)' 
had 1,,'cn a fiasco—and perhaps under 
pressure from intimate advisers not yet re- 
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'Social ] [{slice' Defends Milton Mayer 


Current Issue Continues to Peddle the 
Enemy’s Propaganda Themes 


a disciplinary measure.” wen thorn 1 
micrlil he inrlirlnil on l’eflerrd £ 


nemys Propaganda rheme*; "£s. h<: inr,ictetl VnlmA T 

Serial lu.ui, dm. n from th- U. S. mails on gi uiuls of scdilion-ivapprmcd j J'^^of m'ey' Lo,^' Vn"d pi?-? 

•arn.'K \ . . , i. »\ . II . t »■ t ... ..I 4.i \ l.l .. 'k il... I,.,,.. « . ' . . * . I 


. . . . ‘ I ». . . . \ » VI J I I'L-) IjV'IIJ hiiu IJIVJ 

f-or.iiMs \ • s.ritl.n , ..m is./ an mil.im-nt of Mil.[.i-Mavn s attack on (In- Jews editor and orator, announced that hi 

to tli, Snlurtlm/ J.rntmu I’,.,' ^ Ft itutsidoriiig seeking the Hrp .hi, 

j his weeks i-’S'iu* iv.wht <1 inn- liv riilwa) express, a moans of Irunxil lli.il will lion for the Small" in Mi. .is a i 

lit* closed alon" with flu* inniK 1u*rci4ft.*** 1 nim, 


♦•men! of Miliij?eMa\ cr s attac k* on llie Jews ( . ( ]jtor and orator, announced that hf 
• ’ considering seeking the l,cp thh >» w 


be closed uhntg with the .nails hereafter. 


pion of Coughlin. 


The public..(inn . tilugi/t s (lie Mayor article aspnoi'e than a composition of Smith, currently head of the Co.rp 

scintillating sentence s and se s: (-J-of 1,000,000, attacked the Admhn's|g 

‘ It. i oiichiiiin. pm *iis .1 liM.iiit-:' Ileld a he.,' ilv guarded meeting of the l>anniiig Older in much th'fi 

lay sun which ]» ... n.iti s fl... sl. nu ,,| Crusading y.ithcrs of Pcnnsvlvania that the s )?)'’ J, . ar j'' bonin tnelie ^ 

ires, ol-day mulct i.d.Mii as 1 ! makes clear President !Vis a "traitor," and should he did Wednesday night. 


pres. Hl-ila, I 
the csorl.idiit 


the c\erl.e!ina lull!. .il ii lib mom ss.' 

Sni ini Jii'liri' culls on all Aim ii. .ms to 
lienik lli. Sir and M.oer fm theii "jus! 
‘‘!,.isli«eiiieiil" ol the Jews. 

’s The current issue of Sotitll Ju\li>c it-eks 


impi achm. .'Another speaker at the meeting I>'livcry of this week's Social[Ju*tGf 
.Moiled Sr,\hl Justice! f.h.eago to city distribution ,mn..s wnf ■ 


■ >r it, . . . .. , ... thrum'll the I fail wav Express A gcne\ 

If wo .Will learn ihv IrvtKli from llns ™ .l. 1 : ...:T 


ii wo (Haul Ivarn llu* unm hum i Ins ,i „ ’ • . ^ ^ f ,T 

i, * , i . »MC copies v\crc alruauy <. *n» 

>.«pci. WfiamMn he heir tonic'll . she , ■* . / i \ 

•i ..iv_ i ' . .i * .i i Inc* Ayenry issued its OKki —rl>K 


‘th sedition undi-r tin* definition ).u\l d<»\\n * 4,c * here. 


Wc U.’w the truth and Dials wh> wo shi[v £ nl '[ uny niuIlcr bnimot , Iu f 


^.(toi'iiey (teiieral Middle in his recoin- Jn Detrou. Prewitt : ,Seinmos, ’ Coughlin's 


mails. f 


■s',,I.ilinn 'n the l‘nsl Olliee Jj ’pt. w hi'-li [ .llto.n< 


,. The Coughlin Column, Christian I i 

■y. tolfI M\i s cvirte.spoutjeul (hat Jack (l ||mr pro-]'ascisl gimips were si■ I 
it, vicj pr, -sklent uf thejCunui Pu ss', j,,),, 


It echoes the same themes o! ciimny piinleis of &yr it'J Jubti(C 9 was winking tin a ] I( Dctioil, scpiads of cars slartii. 
propaganda found in previous issues by the 1^' 1,1 * ( > facililnte shipment of tlic paper Moya] Oak ntlompled to make h< 

Jlis'iec Dept. find "Oil Id| avoid hcdcral suppression. house distribution to local subs 

’lids means that Social Juilltv cannot he He deseiibcd Stewart as the middleman Twenty-one people were hnwkiug 
sent first class either, for the Justice Dept, between thg press and the paper and said Justice in downtown Dei roil b\ im 
info: ined postmasters yesterday that copies i it "'as Slcwfut who had proposed the plan terday. 

•i i e—. — -ssOrf.t l.n stnnnrd if (he I of eonlittuitg Social Justice under another In New York, a PM reporter J, 

» 1 *■ .'f lii\tirrx Tlir 


plan to facililnte shijrment of lire paper )toy:i] Oak ntlompled to make Ik 
that wonldj avoid kcdcral suppression. house distribution to local subs 
lie deseiibcd Stewart as the middleman Twenty-one people were hawkin',’ 
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ack on the lews in t# 

•" 1 §5? 


to Peddle the 


. of sedition—reappeared 
i\ er’s attack chi the jWs 

ncans of transit that will 

c than .. composition til 

guarded meeting nl the 
is nf Pennsylvania that the 
“trnilnK'' and .should he 
■i speaki i at iI'm' ini', i ?■ i<» 

' •* I - 

I on (1 lull)' (i >m this 
i- ; lie in !<• tmnetit.” she 
i. (mill and that's why vu 

• i ill > . .n • f, (. iiii;! !"i's 

I s Oil'. (•'. ! i.: lit -.1 J .t t. 

h!l III **t 0 . *( lllltil J't. 

1 ■ tr t. ”w w ml.ina on .i 

I I shipuvitf of die piper 

* t . I. I ,t* \lt| ip*, vs|i it, 

'’• v.el .. lot* iiii.ldli ni.iii 
» m : the paper and said 
if h.-> pri.jK«fs) tin' plan 
•at In-!tec under imythci 
'In,. ! .1* n •.‘•cekh stipple- 
i f Ibonklyn and other 


a disciplin.ny measure.' even lhont.1 


might he indicted on Federal 
eiHints. 

In Detroit, devoid L. lOSmith, ^ 
heiieliui.a of llticy I.ong \md prc.-ir-^,. iS , 
editor and oiator, announced that hif -•* I 
considering seeking llic Republican n'fc."J f 
lion lor tlic Senate in Michigan as a gif 
pinn of Coughlin. ^fii 

Smilli. can. nth l ead nf the Cnn 
ol l/KUt.lKid. attacked the Admim'sK* 
for the banning order in much tin/ 
way the Home and Berlin radio bre/ 
did Wedne''d.i\ night. 

Delivery of this week's Sotlsif /i/.v/J 
( In' it*.t* i i c:t« tlisliilnilinn |.nuns vva 
jl|iinne|i the If.iilvNay Express Agcneyj 
the enpi'- i-.s-ic already in transit 
the Alin if i issued its order fnrhiddil 
sfiipiiienl nl any matter banned fi(|/;iic 
m.lih 

. T’a 1 ‘uiighliii Column, Clnistinn F 
in i other pro-1'ascisl groups were sp 
into action. 

j In IXIroil, squads of cars startin' 
liny a! Oa' attempted to make In 
■ house (hs'rilmtion to local sub- 
I vveuty -one people were hawking 
hi-itirc in dow ntown Detroit bv nod yes¬ 
terday. 

In New York, a FM reporter .fotfM. no 


nun 

.e-tn- 

liers. 

ueinl 


shortage of Sociftl Jiixlicctt. The 
number of sheet-corner peddlers we 
and newsstands which carried the.! 


rmal 

seen 


ih’cltiu* Magazine . . . 

-National News - . . 
News From Abroad - 
N'cvv York New s - . 
l'ood .... 

■ s .';h jimmy Caim,', u s : , 
Patomzu .... 

Music - 

^hga hu- mid ATm ,y s 
Had in - 

Shopping News • 

Draft ie .... 

Spoils ..... 

A ie. Jordan ... 


lustier said their sale- wete tip. Thev said 
the magazine bad been delivered to them 
is usual. 

In Boston, street sales were up and the 
Coiigliliniles proclaimed their tleliimcc of 
the Covcrniiieiit. AV illiam |zCal'aglier. who 
invited Edward Eodgi^Cinraif, Oinglilm's 
Eastern voice, to the public Evacuation 
Day program, charged that the banning 
order 'was the "final step toward totali¬ 
tarianism." 
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^Social Justice" Still Echoes Axis Line> P 

* Page by Page, It Follow?; the Axis Line of g 

Attempting to Arouse Disunity, Disloyalty and j|* 


Tiie current issue of Soc ial Justice. dated 
Apr. 20, apes every Axis propaganda tliemr 
defined by A Humes General Biddle last 
Tuesday. (See pholoslalic examples tin ibis 
page.) 


Moy* 1 Qo> MicSh*** 


Km-iny 'iii.Mit- An. 4: "Cii alinn f l.'Ul 
batrrds auC distrust.” 

Current ;ssue of Social Justice. Delentle 
(tic Mayer .article (see Page 3): "Have tb 
Jews forgo'.Icn that there never was a tin 
and never _vvill be a lime as loot; as lb 
world is ll _• world when tlicv will not I • 
etitiei/ed tntl assailed? . . . we remin. 
Jewry tluf democracy will not sail 
them. . . 


laidll' I urine !\n. I: I’lKlO 10 lilt' 

rcbiovi mi ills el llie Axis pmveis and sv in- 
patliv witli tlieii aims." 

Current issue of Social Justice: “The fall 
of Bataan marks the first set ions loss oi 
American prestige in the Far Fast. ... II 
the Japanese Fleet could pioteet landing 
paities till (lit Philippines were the cuni- 
iiinetl fleets ol llu United Nation imp.'lent 
k to do likewise? 


laiemj 'Ilirnie No. 5: “Const nnl and In 
(jiirnl attacks upon tin w:u policies ol tl■ 
present Government.” 

Current issue of Social Justice: ", . . tin 
mis, cable ‘bowing of the United Nations 
combined > > the Orient, in Europe and ii 
N’oitli Al kn ... As for polities, politicians 
and political elections, there will be no more 
time wasted oil such democratic, peace¬ 
time affairs because the stringency of needs 
will coinpe* Government to institute a mili¬ 
tary region covering cveil section of na¬ 
tional life.” 


9 Enemy Thrum No. 2: ''IJisp.uagemcnl ol 
the intentions and motives ol Great ISrjt.no 
and the U. S. A." 

Current issue ol Social Justice: "As yet. 
aeeoiding to report, the English people have 
not been euligfitened on the subject ol war 
aims, mil have the Am.ikau people. . . . 
That Karl Marx may win a victors inside 
America while the nation is fighting lor its 
sell-prcscrvalioii outside America is not cjuilt 
so obvious to casual observers al though it 
is a possibility horn this moment onwards 
unless ClO-isin is purified.” . 


Despite protestation he is no Ion 
issue has Coughlin in black tv 


As lor what happened in the Philip, 
all wc know is that, without 'whim? 
or complaining, our boys in Bataan rev 
nothing but congratulatory cable,' 
while wc generous-hearted American 
sayed to find ways and means to help 
others while openly confessing our ;'n’| 
to save our own. An insufficiency oj 
planes, munitions, food and medicine Cl 
their defeat as much as did the onslm 


Enemy Theme No. f>: "Doubt as to the 
ability of tbe United Nations to win the 
war.” , 

Current jssue of Social Justice: "Wc emi t 
Winimlar rmr wealth all over tile WOl'ld ill 



o 


Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 


He also requeried a Sit of the issues of "Social Justice"^magazines 
since December 7, 1941, and copies of ar" speeches made by Father Coughlin 
before he ceased his rcaio broadcasts, the latter to be used as material for 
cross-examination at the above-mentioned 'nearing. 

It was pointed out to Schv/einhaut that to launch ar. inquiry to determine 
whether "Social Justice" had gone to military or naval establishments was in the 
nature of a fishing expedition to substantiate action already taken. He readily 
admitted that this was true and did not request any specific inquiries other than 
a check to see if such material was available. Schweinhaut was advised that where 
the material he requested was available it would be forwarded to the Department at 
the earliest oossible date. 


Supervisor Flinn, upen the instructions of Mr. framer, contacted the 
Detroit Field Office at 9:30 F.Ii. on thi^^^^^nd at 12:00 Moor, on April 23, 
1942, and discussed this case v/ith AgentJ^^^^B and SAC J. S. Bugas, respective! 
SAC Bugas advised that their investigation had not reflected any concerted plan, 
or for that .matter isolated instances, where "Social Justice" had beer, intentional 
cirected to m.ilitary or naval establishments. He indicated, however, that probabl 
an intensive investigation would reflect that many registrants under the Selective 
Service Act were the recipients of "Social Justice." He was not requested to , 
initiate any inquiry in the latter regard. o'?' 

Through recent contacts made by Special Agent the bulk 

mailing list of "Social Justice" has been secured. It comprises approximately 
1,300 names and is being sent to the Bureau immediately by cover letter, v/ith 
a set cf "Social Justice" magazines since December 7, 1941. A complete in¬ 
dividual mailing list of "Social Justice" is also being secured, and because of 
its voluminous nature will be retained at the Detroit Field Office for such 
disposition as may be necessary at a later date. The additional facts developed 
by the Detroit Office, with reference to the activities of lather Coughlin and 
the publication of "Social Justice", are being incorporated ir.uo a report 
immediately, so that the Bureau will be fully advised as to the complete in¬ 
vestigation conducted to date. 


In conclusion, SAC Eugas advised, with reference to Bureau letters re¬ 
questing an opinion as to a technical surveillance, that such a surveillance 
would be impracticable, since Father Coughlin's service is through a small ex¬ 
change and he maintains a private switchboard, with private wires, and their 
usual arrangements for this sort of surveillance cannot be applied. In view of 
his statements this matter is not being given further consideration at this time. 

. rfHj 

In view of the action of the Post Office and the fact that the Attorney 
General has advised "Social Justice" is going to be the subject of investigation 
by the Propaganda Grand Jury now convened in Washington, D. C., and being handled 
by Attorneys Maloney and Hickey of the Department, the following suggestions are 
set forth: 



Memorandum for ’."r. Ladd 
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ACTION TAKEN: 


Supervisor PI inn has reviev.ed the Christian Front file and extracted 
therefrom copies cf all available speeches which wore made 1 7 Father Coughlin 
during the spring of 1940. Copies of. these speeches are being transmitted to 
the Department by cover memorandum. The Department is also being advised that 
the Bureau does r.ot possess any information that "Social Justice" was inten¬ 
tionally or otherwise directed to military or naval establishments, or to men 
in the Armed Forces, with a definite plan cf encouraging disunity, or for any 
other purpose. 


FURTHER ACTION RDCOir'DPJDD : 

Upon receipt of the set of "Social Justice" magazines distributed 
rirce December 7, 1941, and the bulk mailing list, copies will be forwarded 
to the Department. All future investigative reports will also be submitted. 

At the time this latter material is sent to the Department, it is 

f recommended that the Bureau go on record as stating that no further investiga¬ 
tive steps are being taken in this case, pending a specific request of the 
Department as to the exact inquiries desired. The basis for the Bureau's 
j withdrawal of investigation would be that the Post Office Department has taken 
1 action against "Social Justice," by banning it from the mails, and that Father 
; Coughlin and "Social Justice" magazine are being investigate! by grand jury. 

| Consequently, it vrould be a duplication of effort to continue the inquiry 
until such time as a definite outline of what is desired is made by the De¬ 
partment and the outcome of the grand jury proceedings is known. If you 
I approve the memorandum transmitting the material to be sent in from Detroit 
’ will include a statement to the above effect. 


Respectfully, 
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CODGHLIH 


/.s a result of a request rude by }.:r. Henry A. Schueirl„sut of the Depart- 
r.cnt, Special Agent D. A. FIinn, of this Bureau, conferred with ILLzu on t;ie after¬ 
noon of April 22, 1942, in connection with the abovc-captioned cotter. 

Pursuant to hr. Schv;cinhaut 'a request, there in attached hereto one copy 
each cf the folic.'ring specc 1 is node by Father Coughlin ovor the radio in the spring 
of 19401 


/ 


Speech entitled 'The Presidential >’c ouago to Congress,* dated 

January 7, 1940 (printed copy)j (65-4279-233) 

Speech er.titlod "Car: Fan Catch Up TTith the hachino?” Jutod 

January' 14, 1940 (printed copy); (65-4279-233) 

Speech delivered over radio Station UJP., Detroit, Jiiciiigan, on 

January 2C, 1940 (typewritten copy); (65-4279-249) 

t 

Spc-cch entitled "Gho Church and the Social Ordor," dated 

February 11, 194C (typewritten copy); (65-4279-540) 

Speech entitled ".ill Politicians be Courageous , 0 dated 

Jcbruaiy 14, 1940 (typewritten copy); (65-4279-643) 

Speech entitlod "A Revival of George TTashington," dated 
_ February 25, 1940 (typewritten copy); (65-4279-661) 


. 1 J 
a 


*• "l? 


•. To laon_ 

K A. Tamia__ 

Clegg_Speech entitled "CorrasuiiiCE Accepts Religion," dated 

. GUvi«i_ harch 3, 1940 (typewritten copy); (65-4279-768) 

. Ladd_ 

u Nichols. 

u Rooeu_ 

. Tracy_ 

. Caraon_ 

. Cot (ey_ 

. Hendon 


_AddreS6 delivered ovor Radio Station tt'JR, Detroit. Michigan, on 

March 10, 1940 (typewritten copy); (65-4279-796) 


"Addroos cjitltlod-•-^Th^rCfncs and Its Victino Suffering,dated 

—. — * .. « . Ti A* iGj **I *Ii I«Ui< U a i*a / . » . . \ • . . . 

Ittcn copy); (65-4279-852) 
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Meir.orsnd.ua for Assistant Attorney General 
Wendell Eerge 
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Address entitled "Let Us Solve Our Home Problems, '• dated 

March 31, 1940 (typewritten copy); (65-4279-925) 

Address delivered over Radio Station WJR, Detroit, Michigan, on 
April 7, 1940 (typewritten copy); (65-4279-970) 

Address entitled "The Abuse of Ponds," dated April 14, 1940 
(typewritten copy); (65-4279-1006) 

\ >•; ■ 

Address entitled "Gold and the Second War," dated April 21, 

1940 (typewritten copy); (65-4279-1026) 

Address entitled "Basic financial Policies Current in the Urdted 
States," dated April 28, 1940 (typewritten copy). 
(65-4279-1042) 

A request v;as also cade for any information indicating that Social Justice 
magazine had been intentionally or unintentionally directed to military or naval 
establishments, or cent to men subject to the Selective Service Act. Please be ad¬ 
vised in thi3 regard that no information is available indicating any such action 
has been taken by the editors and distributors of Social Justice magazine. 


Thero is considerable information with referen ce to Father Coughlin con¬ 
tained in the report of Spcn^^^fjen^tfU^^^H^^Vdated February 19, 1940, 1 -j. 
at lev; York City, entltlcd^HHB|^^Bil^V^^ SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, ^ 'J 
SEDITIOUS CONSPIRACY, THEF^^JOVSHmEKT PROPERTY. One copy of this report vias 
sent to the Attorney General on February 28, 1940, and another copy was sent to . 
the then Assistant to the Attorney General, 0. John Rogge on February 29, 1940. ' * 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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633 Federal Building 
Loui bvIULq, Kentucky 
Hay 1, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
R'ashlngton, D. 


AVs3 

- i " ■, 


VIOLA BCDBJFi KATZ, with aliases, 
ETALj MARGARETS GAERTUER, with 
alias, FUGITIVE; REGISTRATION ACT 
ILIEAXAL SECURITY (G) 


T V * ‘ * 

1/4 uw « J 


D3ar Sir? 


Hr. V&I I9R0r/ir III, United States Attorney, Louisville, Kentucky on April 28, 
1942, advised that WILLIAM BORERS MALONEY, Special Assistant to Attorney f 
General, Department of Justice, had telephoned him the preceding day and p 
stated he had read newspaper a counts of Ur. BROVIN"'S reference to Father 
COUGHLIN and '•7.IZ/.ML7K V T !.1I-’JG in the above captioned case in which subjects 
VIOLA nODEBCl!/TZ and '-ILhGu v .tK L BCDEN’SCK.’.TZ entered ple*e of guil.y in 
Federal Court, in Louisville on 'cril 17, 1942 for violation ::f Title 22, 
.‘■oction 233# U- CA, in that they acted as foreign agents without prior notify 
cation to the Decretory cf State. Ur. BLOWN further advised that .MV^b'ET *• 
had stated he was presently conducting an investigation in Washington of 
Father "CUGHLIN, his paper Social Justice, and tLIZABETH DILI IMG and would 
appreciate Hr. ERWIN'S forwarding him the material in the ADEL'S CHAT I case 
relative to Father COUOHL1K a:id ELIZAB-LH BILLING. 


At Hr. BRCTN'I’ request there have been turned over to hir. the letters from 
ELIZABETH DIL'.INO to »’rs. GEORGE KARL 5i)L£i«CCH*.Tl. Fhotoetatic copies of v^|j 
these letters are enclosed in duplicate and photostatic copies are nuzo being 
retained in the file of the Louisville Office. Hr. BROWN Ins teen requested 
to advise Ur. it .LOLLY that the original of these letters are to- be returned 
to him when they have served their purpose. Av* 

siA 

Mr. Brown also requested the following chedcl^ which w«e enclosed with letters rf' 
dated April 23, 1942 from the LouisviLle-Vicld Divi^oh -tcr-t he * po r e?.tr^l T i tlm—n i' 
above caption case: &£G0SU$S° * , , J: *“•. _ VaV 

—-T- -- ' '"'V ■ '— r 

Check dated November 1, 1937 in t^e^um jNVF8T1fcATlQ& ’ 

t, ELIZABETH DILLIKJ, and signed "Sfjh. CHATZ". ' - . ' 


-MAY Vi 1942 • v 
a a rmsimi or mms 
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ii&y 1, 1942 


■e 


Check dated November 18, 1940 in the sun of 21.25 payable to 
•LIZABETK DE/.I.Tr and signed "JiflS. GEO. K. I£DEKGCH->?Z" . 

Check dated August 50, 1939 in the sun of £8.00 payable to Rev. 
Chao, Coughlin and signed u i3iS. GEJ. K. BuDEKSCHATZ. 

. vl> * 

Check dated September 6, 1941 in the sum of 03.00 oayablo to 
Scribners Commentator r-d signed " US. GSU K. DODDSiCHATZ" 


I f .r. BRCff'JJ was apprized of the fact that the above checks were presently in 
cossersion of the Bure-u and lie stated that he would so advise U r. BALOXKT 
so that he could secure the checks from the Bureau in the event he desired 
to do so. 

This material was turnad over to lx* since ho has been most coopera¬ 

tive with thi Louisville Field Division and it was felt that a refusal to do 
to in view cf his knowledge of its existence would not be conducive to a *.*'... •' ->^v- 
maintenance cf the good relationship existing betr;eon the United States 
‘•.ttorney'e Office and the Louisville Field Divicion. 





Very truly yours. 


* % 


K. E. Uoss .. ^ 

fpecial Agent in Charger y-1* ‘ 

$ 

i Enc. 

UHS/km 
62-129 
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SUBJECT: CHARLES COUGHLIN 


PART 2 OF 2 




o 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


rum No. 1 

this case originated AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN Detroit file no. 100-4716 



DATE WHEN MADE 


4/30/42 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


TITLE 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL SECURE 
SPECIAL E 

department. 


V'Social Justice" has been published by The Cuneo 
’Press Incorporated, Chicago, Illinois, since its 
inception in 1936 except for short period in 1938. 
'Type setting is done by Arnold Powers Incorporated, 
Detroit, Michigan, and the mats for same are pre¬ 
pared by the Michigan Electrotype Company of Detroit 
The Cuneo Press prints the magazine and distributes 
same for the Social Justice Publishing Company. 
Mailing list obtained as well as copies of magazine 
published since Dece:..ber 7, 1941. Officials of The 
Cuneo Press Incorporated know of no foreign inlluenci 
or connections on the part of Reverend COUGHLIN and 
know of no organized following or financial support. 
State that money is made on the publishing of the 
magazine itself. Copies of contracts vdth The 
Cuneo Press Incorporated obtained and forwarded 
Eureau. 




Report of Special Agentj 
Detroit, Michigan, March 


j REFERENCE 


Illinois,Vice-president, The 
Cuneo Press Incorporatec^related that The Cuneo Press 
Incorporated ha3 printed "Social Justice" for^ the Social Justice Publishing 
Company of Royal Oak, Michigan, since its inception in 1936, except for a 
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short period in 1938 when the contrac t vrith The Cuneo Press was broken and 
_giyerL toja DetrGit_printing concerru_ j ^related that he, along with 

KnockyRiver, Oliio, who is the Michigan 
and Ohio representative for The Cun^.o Press, are the only persons of the 
organization of the Cuneo Press who contact with the owners 

and publishers of "Social Justice.- 1 stated that he in 1936 was 

interested in obtaining the printing contract for "Social Justice" just as 
he would want to obtain any printing contract inasmuch as his company is in 
the business of large scale printing, printing such magazines as "The American 
Home," "Cosmopolitan," "Liberty" etc. and they have the equipment and facilities 
for handling sucn a program. 

stated that his original contact was with Reverend 
Father CHARLES IS. COUGHLIN’ and that, he h^s contacted Father COUC-HLIK on various 
occasions since that time but to the best of his knowledge he has not talked 
to him either by telephone or in person within the last six months. He related 
mat Arnold Powers Incorporated of D 'roit, Michigan, do the type retting for 



the magazine and that then 


v prepared by the Michigan Electrotype 


Company of Detroit, Michigan, and the mats are forwarded to The Cuneo Press 
who actually print the paper weekly and distribute same in accordance with the 
mailing list furnished by the Social Justice Publishing Company. Each week 
they are furnished new names and other names are deleted, and they ship the 
magazines direct to tvro groups of persons, those individuals who are subscribers 
and those known as the bulky dealers. The bulky dealers in many casts receive 
their copies C.O.D. either by express or mail and the individual subscribers 
receive their copies by mail. 

related that under no circumstances so far as paying 
for the magazine by the subscribers is concerned does the Social Justice 
Publishing Company take any chances; that they are never stuck for more than 
one week's issue, and it has been a strict rule of the Social Justice Publishing 
Company not to extend credit to anyone. He related that the present circulation 
of the magazine totals approximately 165,000. It is to be noted in reference 
report there was obtained through a confidential source the figures for the 
past year as to the circulation of this magazine and that the mail subscribers 
total as of March 2, 1942, 61,537 and the bulk subscribers total 105,597. 


In reference to payment to The Cuneo Press for their services, 
.determined that the checks come directly from the Social Justice 
Publishing Company, Royal Oak, Michigan, weekly and that the checks are signed 
by ALBERTATV/ARD; that the checks are drawn on the V/abeek State Bank of Bir¬ 
mingham, Michigan. 

' J * 

related that originally he did do business personally •' 
with the Reverend Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN sofar as the publishing of "Social 
Justice" was concerned but that for many years now he has not received any 
instructions or directions from Father COUGHLIN relative to the printing of 
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the magazine; that he does, as related previously in this report, see Father 
COUGHLIN on occasions but that, they do oth^r printing jobs for Father CCUC-HLIN 
sucii as religious periodicals and that whenever the matter of "Social Justice" 
policy or problems is brought up while he is talking to Father COUGHLIN, the 
Father refers him to these people in ehe facial Justice Fubii s .ing Company. 

He stated that Liiss \SCHULT2 handles all circulation problems and that all 
orders within the past few years as to policy and so on have emanated from 
E. P.' SCHWARTZ who has been Managing editor of the magazine since its founding 

related that x:e knew of no outside connections of 
Reverend Fathe^COUGHLIN in connection with this magazine; that nothing has 
ever come to his attention which would reflect that Father COUGHLIN had any 
financial or other t ype of backing from, any other persons or groups or foreign 
sources, ijf offered as an example that the paper iuctlf is a money 

making propos5S^ that he estimates it costs a total of two and one-half 
cents to get out a copy of the paper and that the net average income per copy 
to the Social Justice Publishing Company is six cents, which would make a 
; rofit of three and one-half cents per copy and, on thu basis of present 
circulatio n, would net a weekly profit of approximately five thousand dollars.' 

^related that he has at some time in the past met tne parents of 
^atner^?JGHLIK v.'ho, according to previous information, are the sju^sed 
registered owners of the Social Justice Publishing Company^ but^B^ states 
he has never transacted any business with the parents of FatherCOUGHLIN and 
never has received any instructions from them regarding the printing of the 
paper ar.d never at any time discussed the paper with them. 

| stated definitely that for the past feu years he 
has received r.o instructions from Father COUGHLIN relative to the printing 
of the paper although he states, as previously set out, he did previously 
do business with Father COUGHLIN. 


Wrelated farther that during 1938 for a period of 
approximately six months Hr. S. G/V30YNTQN was the General Manager of the 
Social Justice Publishing Company, and it was during that period that the 
contract between the Social Justice Publishing Company and The Cungo Press 
Incorporated was broken and given to a local Detroit firm. advised 

that thereafter The Cuneo Press Incorporated instituted suit and that the 
contrac t was agai n given to The Cuneo Press and they have held it since that 
time. 4MM»further related that it has always been the policy of The 
Cuneo Pres^lncorporated to have their attorney read the material before it 
is printed to avoid any charges of libel against The Cuneo Press. 

V further stated that was a promotion 

man for the Social Justice Publishing Company during^ some period of its 
existence, the time of which he does not remember, and that in explaining 
any possible foreign element in this paper h e related that he remembers that • 
around 1938 or previous thereto flH^|H^|was sent to Germany by someone 
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unknown to 


•on some kind of an unknown mission. 


knows none of the 


details relative thereto. He docs not know the nressnt location of 


He 


he does not know I 


According to the best knowledge of| 
who '•ctually v; rites the articles or editorials appearing" in "Social Justice" 
inasmuch as ho has never discussed that -with anyone. 




Through a confidential source Agent reviewed the file of The 
Cuneo Press concerning the Social Justice Publishing Company and it was noted 
that the initial issue of this magazine was issued on March 13, 1936, and it 
is to be noted from the file that there appears to be no correspondence or other 
papers emanating from there to Father COUGHLIN after 1936; that all the cor¬ 
respondence and other papers are with the Social Justice Publishing Company, 
Royal Oak, Michigan. 

Through the same confidential source copies of the various 
contracts for the Social Justice Publishing Company entered into with The 
Cuneo Press Incorporated for the publishing of the weekly paper "Social Justice" 
were obtained. The originals of same, however, were not seen by Agent as they 
were locked up in the office of JOHN lCUNEO, President of the Company, and were 
not available at the time. These typewritten copies, hewe/er, are being for¬ 
warded to the Bureau herewith. It is to be noted that the original contract 
was entered into January 15, 1936, and si red by the -iadio League of the Little 
Flower, CHARLES E. COUGHLIN, President; trut thereafter on January 17, 1936, 
there was a letter directed from The Cuneo Press to the Radio League of the 
Little Flower in reference to the assignment of the contract to another 
organization on the part of the Radio League of the Little Flcwer. There 
also appears in the file a letter to The Cuneo Press from the Radio League of 
the Little Flower, a copy of which does not bear the signatures, but same is 
tiaued February of 1936 and refers to the assignment of the contract from the 
Radio League of the Little Flower to the Social Justice Publishing Company 
Corporation. 


The next contract appears to be that dated May 20, 1936, for 
a period of two years, signed by the Social Justice Publishing Company by 
CHARLES E. COUGHLIN, and thereafter on March 13, 1939, renewal contract was 
entered into signed by CHARLES E. COUGHLIN for the Social Justice Publishing 
Company. It is to be noted that it was in 1938 that the Social Justice 
Publishing Company broke the contract with The Cuneo Press and gave it to the 
Detroit concern which is now defunct, and that the correspondence and possible 
contracts relative thereto were not available to Agent. 

Theaiext contract entered into is that of January 15, 1940, 
signed by CATHERINE>\/ILSON, Secretary and Treasurer, Social Justice Publishing. 
Company* • 


On October 29, 1940, The Cuneo Press forwarded a letter pro¬ 
posing an extension of the last previous contract mentioned to March 27, 
1941, and this was accepted by the Social Justice Publishing Company on 





o 


(Detroit file 100-4716) 


November 12, 1940, by C0R4/QUINLAN, Secretary and Treasurer. 

] 

On February O) 1942, an extension of the same contract for 
one year after '..'arch 27, 1942, was prepared in the form of a letter to the 
Social Justice Publishing Company arid accepted February 10, 1942, by CORA 
QUINLAN, Secretary and Treasurer of the Social Justice Publishing Company. 

These copies of contracts are being forwarded to the Bureau 
as an enclosure to this report. 

Through the same confidential source Agent was able to obtain 
a mailing list of those persons receiving weekly copies of "Social Justice", 
the mailing list being the current one as of April 20, 1942, referring to the 
last issue of "Social Justice." This mailing list is divided as to individual 
subscribers and bulky dealers. The bulky dealers list has been forwarded to 
the Bureau under separate letter. The voluminous individual subscribers 
list is being retained in the Detroit Field Office. It is to be noted that 
tne bulky list previously submitted did not set out the number of copie.. 
be received by each of those persons on that list, and it is not passible 
to determine at this time whether any particular bundles are sent either by 
express or through the mail. It is further to be noted that the individual 
list reveals tiro the states cf New York, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
Massachusetts are the residences of the bulk of the individual subscribers. 

Through the came confidential source Agent obtained copies of 
"Social Justice" for the period December 7, 1941, through the last issue on 
April 20, 1942, and these copies have previously been forwarded to the Bureau 
by separate letter. 

21175 V.'est Lake Road, Rocky River, Ohio, 
was interviewed in the Uetroit Field Office on April 24, 1942, • ut he could 
furnish no information cf value to this investigation. He caatea that he has 
contacted Father COUGHLIN on various business matters relative to The Cuneo 
Press inasmuch as he is the Michigan representative for The Cuneo Press and 
that he receives orders from Father C0UCHIJN from time to time for various n 

religious publications. He stated that he has never carried on any discussions A/ 1 
with Father COUGHLIN as to the policy or ownership or as to whether or not ., 

Father COUGHLIN had any influence,'direct or indirect, with the "Social Justice" 
and that therefore he could furnish no information. 


It is to be noted that the copies of the contract betvfeen 
The Cuneo Press and the Social Justice Publishing Company dated January 15,.' 

signed by W. J. FLYNN for The Cuneo Press Incorporated, 
states he does not remember this specific instance and that 
he was more or less a messenger boy in delivering these contracts; that the 
arrangements relative to the printing of the magazine were handled by the 
officials of The Cuneo Press and not by him. 
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At Chicago, Illinois, on April 18, 1942, L* *™ 

Seaman. Paper Company, 222 Adams Avenue, determined from his file 
that from February S, 1939, to December of 1940 the Seaman Paper Company 
furnished the paper for the printing of "Social Justice" and they billed the 
Social Justice Publishing Company during that period; that from December, 
1940, to November, 1941, the same arrangement was iiv effect for furnisuing 
the paper for the printing of "Social Justice" blithe bill was directed to 
The Cuneo Press Incorporated. During this entire period the business was 
handled for the Cuneo Press Incorporated, according to the records of the 
Seaman Paper Company, by one CHAP12SJ1QBLE who is r.ot now employed by The 
Cuneo Press. ' 

A review of the Seaman Paper Company's file relative to uhese 
transactions revealed that a letter dated February 3, 1939, sign d by DAVID 
E. PLEWS of The Cuneo Press Incorporated to the Seaman Paper Company set 
out in part: "Confirming telephone conversation with you and acting on 
instructions from Father CO’JCHLIK..." This letter goes on to state that they 
should bill the Social Justice 1 ublisning Company direct for ii;e paper 
furnished. 



This is the only mention in x.he Seaman Paper Company's files 
of Father COUGHLIH, and neither Hr.SPRINGER or Mr. WILLIAM r. CZECH, who 
handled this transaction for the Seaman Paper Company, have aver had any 
direct or indirect contact with Father CCUGHLIN. 

On A jor il 24, 194 2 . at Detroi t. Michigan, "‘ 

of Arnold Powers Incorporated, ' ‘ 

550 V.'est Lafayette avenue, ueLroiv, Michigan, related that his company did set 
the type for the weekly publication, "Social Justice", and that they have 
had such a contract for the past two or three years. He said that a new con¬ 
tract was entered into within the past two or three months; that arrangements 
and negotiations for this work were carried on by ROBERT PO WERS with E. P. 
SCHWARTZ of the Social Justice Publishing Company. states that he 

has no intimate knowledge of negotiations with the ^cia^Justice Publishing 
Company or any of the persons connected therewith; that all arrangements were 
handled by ROBERT P04ERS but that as far as he knows no dealings were ever 
had with Father CHARLES COUGHLIN. 


H stated that the weekly arrangement was that they would 
receive copy for the magazine from the Social Justice Publishing Company; 
that they would set the copy, send proofs to SCHWARTZ to edit, and SCHWARTZ 
would return the corrected proofs to Arnold Powers Incorporated. Thereafter 
after the type was corrected they would send the type to the Michigan Electro¬ 
type Company in Detroit who would prepare the mats and forward same to The 
Cuneo Press Incorporated for printing. 

stated that his company is r.ct in the printing business 
but that on April 22, 1942, someone from the Social Justice Publishing Company, 
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the identity of whom is not known to called the Arnold Powers Company 

superintendent ana asked, that a thousand copies of the paper for which the 
type had been set by Arnold Powers Company be printed in the form of black 
and which proofs; that the regular printing of sane by The Cuneo Press had 
been discontinued and that they wanted these one thousand proofs for test 
case with the United States Post Office. In accordance therewith the Arnold 
Powers Company did print up in proof form black and white and put their name 
^rwi^the printers and delivered them to the Social Justice Publishing Company 
BLnderstands that someone from the Social Justice Publishing Company 
presented them to GILBERT DAVIS, the postmaster at Royal Oak, Michigan, with 
the request that they be mailed. 

further stated that on April 23, 1942, someone i'yom 
the Social Justice Publishing Company, a LissA'/ARD, called Mr. SHI BLEY/ ".'.'ALLS, 
salesman with Arnold Powers Incorporated, andfHiss VJAhD related that they 
v/anted additional black and white proof copies printed up of the same 
material as had been set cut in the p revi o us thousand copies but with a 
subsequent date, line thereon. tat.r.d that his company refused to 

print any further material for the Social Justice Publishing Company and 
has advised them that they do not care to do any further business with that 
organization. 


ENCLOSURES: TO THE BUREAU - 


Copy of contract dated January 15, 1936, between The Cuneo 
Press and The Radio League of the Little Flower. 

Copy of contract dated May 20, 1936, between The Cuneo 
Press and Social Justice Publishing Co. 

Copy of contract dated Larch 13, 1939, between The Cuneo 
Press and The Social Justice Publishing Company. 

Copy of contract dated January 15, 1940, between The 
Cuneo Press and The Social Justice Publishing Company. 

Copy of letter dated October 29, 1940, from The Cuneo 
Press to The Social Justice Publishing Company. 

Copy of letter dated February 3, 1942, from The Cuneo 
Press to The Social Justice Publishing Company. 


- PENDING - 
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a*n5r/Fj/.pFD teaps 
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a- 7 PKTF:OIT. 1'IC-iICAM, will through confidential source# dsier.'«.ne 

• rV.ether 'J.v following of :lovcjvcn.d CKfi'U ” , J0UCf!!lL'i is of an organiv. .1 

nature and is so under the control of Father COX-JILIl' that he can direct the 
policies of the organisation. It is believed that the primary purpose of this - 
investigation is to detemina not so much the acts of Father 00UGHLIK as an 
individual as his acts ns the head of an organisation, directing; its policies 
t? the ae-trLasnt of the best interests of the country. 

fill Interview Arnold Powers Incorporated, 550 

V est Lafayette, those can.^ny seta type for the mage-cine, ’’Social Justice," 
all i:;fcj-,!.:;tif.-.i c.c to ”»taer C0JC.il l'h’ o activities iri connection with Vc-c-lsl 
Juavice” and will obtain from him cjpies of contracts betv/esn ills coaronny 
and the Social Justice rubiisiiir.;; Company. 

ill i.ut'.. .v, : • vyrinto •: ficials of the ‘..'ichiipoi 1.-otrotjpa 
Company for all information avai-stlc; a a to Father i.ssocial on with 

"Social Justice." 

j.cwi-l.- „w::' 1 '-romotioi. min 

at one V- .v. for 1 Scei.-fL Juvticc" end i/ho fc^rious trip to •"cr.-nany, 

for all ini'onnation of value to this invest,ir.ation. 


’. ill interview 

was Gcncr 1 P/mager of the fecial Justice .-'.f.fishing Company -a JVjL, to - 
obtain freu htLr.. all ini'or.uation of value to this investigation! 


who 


Jill interview! 


v;ho printed "Social Justice" 


for a short period in 19.31 whan tl._ contract with The Cuner- ire so was c roke u 
to obtain from him all i.f r.-vion of value to this investigation. 


ki c 
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PSONAL AND CONj^ipENTIJ 
BY SPECIAL .MESSENGER 


DAFtlS 

62-41602 

6/5/42 


Edgar Hoover - Director, Federa 
FATHER CHARLES SD7.AFD COUC.HLII 


! .'orris 
died 
t liis 
bruary 


Detroit, Michigan 


rress, me 
recently at the Dotroi 
ccmpa.iy had the contra 
l';3o to February, 1939 


i.-__ contract was ccncdlcu by rat..or bcugnlir. < 
nine weeks, which action resulted in the Kerris Tress, Ini 
bankruptcy. Suit v.as brought against Father Cciyhlin an d 
the Trustee in Bankruptcy for 912,500. 

that burin; the life of the contract -;n< 
Coughlin would be able to pay the printing bill, which av. 
7,500 and 7,800 pci- week. 


Ir^onjD^^he 
ratter vritiUmm^oi Aircastors, Incorpomifea^ Detroit, since the • 
latte" at t^^^MTOSDors or less radio manager for Father Coughlin’s 
programs.allegedly revealed in his conversations that in the 
summer of iyj/^Father Coughlin had nadc a tri p to Englan d and that in¬ 
cognito he had left England and visited Europe reportedly remarked 

that Father Coughlin went incognito tc see the^h^^can of Cerreany" and 
indicated definitely in this conversation that the : cbney’for 
"Social Justice" magazine was perhaps coming from this source. I 
a±so during this conversation allegedly remarked, ."Yp u . can draw yourown 
conclusions." 


-On the basis of the above information inter- 

—viewed by an Agent of this Bureau, at which time he denied making any state¬ 
men ts relative to Father Coughlin's traveling incognito in Europe or making 

—any contact: iri^.hrCr.Trmn-pfflpiuls. 

_ tbiril'iioAlbr.! iUiW» bLClICN 

_ For /j.ouiLfulk in^pniation^ttcroisat^ched hereto a copy of the 

_ report of Special Agent dated Hay 27, 1942 r 

_ X atjjjfijtroi^y.'ividhi.gah, in tn^Jbovs^entutled matter. { 


FtDlAAt EliRiAJ Of 

l-.E nclosure 
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was unable to furnish the exact contracts with Father 
COUGHLIN at this contact with him, as they v.ere presently in the vault of the 
Wabeek State Bank, but from his records in the office, he stated that his first 
contract started January 9, 1938, and ran until April 3, 1938, and consisted 
of a network of approximately fifteen to twenty stations. He again puo Father 
COUGHLIN on the radio on October 20, 1938, over a network of forty-four stations 
and this contract ran continuously for the latter part of 1938, fifty-two weeks 
in 1939, and up until May of 1940, when Father COUGHLIN was barred from the 
radio, the network on this contract running up as high as sixty-six stations, 
the last, broadcast being on May 12, 1940* i 


advised that all during this period he continually had 
difficulty with Father COUGHLIN due to his political views arid his insistence 
on saying certain things over the radio which the Federal Corn-runications Com¬ 
mission definitely prohibited and that Father COUC-HLIN and ha had several near 
arguments concerning the ccnsouhip of his radio script during this pertinent 
period, 

| stated tha- he vould gladly cooperate with the 
United States ^^rernmen^andwould furnish any information in nis possession 
and, if necessary, would procure the’contractsifrom the vault of the ',’abeek 
State Bank, upon request, ’ ‘ ’ ’ ’■ 


Vic 
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} \r't*Ar.O TTCHAM D'ARCY 



ALL INFORMATION CQffTAINKD 

Hna is c^cuasrm© ' 


Thera is set out hereinafter & rosuEC of the information contained 
in the files of the Federal '-ureavj of Investigation, concern! np the above- 
captioned individual. 


The records of the Adjutant General’s Office, T lux Departnent, re¬ 
flect that Gurnard Thomas D'Arcy (Serial #0-214494) was appointed Second 
lieutenant, Engineers and Offleers Reserve Corps of the Army on February 21, 
1925. Fe had active eorvices for one month in 1925 and approximately two 
aonthe in 1926 at Fort ZX» Pont, Delaware. later in 1926 he served as an 
instructor at the CkTC Training Camp, Port Du Pont, Delaware. His last ad¬ 
dress as furnished in hia military record was 3558 - 65 th Street, Yioodside, 
.Sew York. D’Arcy was promoted to First Lieutenant in the Engineers and 
Officers Heoorve CorpB on juay 1, 1929, and was reappointed in the same capac¬ 
ity on V.ay 1, 1934, for a period of two weeks in 1935. He served in the 
capacity of Athletic Director at the Ci/TC Camp at Port Hancock, New Jersay, 
and alao saw active duty at Plattsburg, Jtew York, for two weeks during 1937 
and 1938. He was reappointed First lieutenant in the same branch of the 
eervics on i’ay 1, 1939, for a five-year period. 


At the time he first made application for a commission, he indicated 
that ho was born on January IE, 1904, at balonc, Hew Yorkj his mother, Vary r• 
D'Arcy, 882 Union Streot, Brooklyn, hew York, was born at fort Taavenworth, 
Kansas, and hia father, now deceased, was born at Ennis, Ireland, and was 
naturalised April 16, 1894, at Sidney, Nebraska. He gave hio occupation as 
clerk, and his education as a graduate of Plattsburg High School) be I.a aolle 
Institute, three yearsj New York University, one year) and Fordhaa University, 
one year, specialising In academic work and low courses* ho disciplinary 
action by military authorities is reflected In this file. 


. Information was received from a confidential informant that on kay 
24, 1939, a meeting of the Christian front was scheduled to take place at 
Carnegie Hall. However, they were refused permission and the meeting was held 
in the Croat Northern Hotel* In this meeting the American Nationalists Party 
and the American Patriots, Incorporated, collaborated* Allen foil presided 
as chairman. The speakers were itojor John E. Kelly? John J. McNaboe, former 
liew York State Senator? Bernard D'Arcy, New York distributor for "Social 
Justice" magazine, and others. The nature of the meeting was not describod 

by the inforoant. SECQRMJ* * ism^sD AT Zj^37Z32.IzllZ 

John Cassidy, a defendant in the trial of seventeen Dk : 

Christian Front, for Seditious Conspiracy, addressed a meeting as « representa¬ 
tive of the Christian Front in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on July 14, "1939,' " 


t-t 

a 

H 

o 

hi 
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having teen obtained as a speaker by David Scarmell, "Social Justice" distributor.c 
in Philadelphia, through femard D’Arcy of New York City, fWit**nor sm'I nmm 
as a "Coughlin!te Anniversary Meeting." 


This meeting wapTtnown 

yi— 


: l ' 
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Place, I/ong 
Office of 


i/nder date of October 29, 1939, __ 

Islar.i City, ;<ew York, addressed a con* uni cat ion to the Sew lork 
the . ederal uuroau of Investigation, in which ho advised in port that Christian 
Front buttons were sold and distributed by J^mard D'Arcy, or his assistant, 
fro.'it 23 'cst 45th Gtreet, Roosr 1503, through "Social Justice" saleo&en. He 
endeavored lo draw an inference that thoro was a e ini lari ty between the e&blcn 
of the Gerraart-American rural and the Christian front buttons. 


An anorynous communication, dated January 1H, 1940, was addressed to 
tf>a federal "rureau of Investigation, stating that Bernard D'Arcy, 25 West 43rd 
Street, Aew York City, was a so-called "lawyer" running an office where all the 
ocial Justice" distributors net. He allegedly doss no other business and is 
described as & very sly, shrewd man. 


Special Agents of tho Federal Bureau of Investigation attended a 
"monster" case meeting on February 4, 1940, at /Tospcct Hall, Brooklyn, New 
York, at which costing Bernard D’Arcy was chairman. He announced that the 
Parents Defense fund Comittce was sponsoring the meeting for the "seventeen 
boys presently incarcerated in the federal detention headquarters." D'Arcy 
then introduced Margaret Cassidy as treasurer and Florence Bushnoll as 
secretary. Attorney Coo J, Healy spoke at this meeting and natis a plea for 
contributions. Various announcements as to future activities wore cade by 
D'Arcy as chairBOn. u-v 


In February, 1940, Brooklyn, 

New York, called at the Mew York Office of tho Fedoral Bureau of Investigation 
and furnished certain information in his possession of interest in the investiga¬ 
tion of the Christian Front. Among other things he stated that for nary years 
ho had worked as a chauffeur, salesman and nagscine distributor for Bernard 
D’Arcy, 25 Aest 43rd Street, tie* York City. It was subsequently ascertained 
that D'Arcy woe listed in the New York tolephone directory at that address as 
an attorney. 


On Uarch 1, 1940, Special Agont* of the Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion attended a boss coating held by the Parents Defense Fund Committee at 
Prospect Hall, Brooklyn, New York. This Committee was formed for tho purpose 
of raising funds to dofond those indicted for Seditious Conspiracy. An 
admission fee of 25 f was charged and froa three thousand to thirty-five hundred 
people were present. The defendants were introduced to those in attendance. 
Bernard D'Arcy, Chairman of the Parents Defense Fund Comaittee, began the 
meeting by introducing Hiss Vargaret Cassidy end Fiea Florence Bushnell. 

Father Joseph Curran of St. Thomas Aquinas Church pronounced the Invocation, 
after which Bernard D'Arcy introduced the principal speaker of the evening, 
namely, Reverend Lodge Curran, Pastor of St. Stevens Church. Reverend Curran 
directed his statements mainly at Communistic and Nasi elements in the world 
today, quoted sections of the Bill of Rights dealing with free speech and the 
right to bear arms and code a demand that the Government arrest all Cozsuniste 


o 
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since ha contended they rare plotting to overthrow the Govemcsent by revolu¬ 
tion* 


D'Arcy thon introduced Father ! dvard Drophy, factor of t‘ie Frociouo 
Blood Church, Astoria, Long Island, hew York, who defe:\dod the Christian aspect 

of the Christian Front* Various other speakers appeared before the group, aid 
in closing D'Arcy announced that through the o oops ration of a representative of 
Radio Station NRBI, there would be a broadcast on Sunday, *iarch 3* 1940, concern¬ 
ing this »ecting* 

Vj /<— ^7c 

Reverend Unitarian ralnieterjdHiHMHHIHBHBk, Toledo, 

Ohio, vaa interviewed by Special Agents of the Fb‘I daring 1940, at whioh tine he 
referred to the "friends of Christian Social Justice," alleged followers of 
Father Coughlin, which group has secured information concerning hit (Cole's) 
contemplated anti-Coughlin broadcast. He pointed out that the Deutecher 
'Aeclcruf und Beobaehter and Free American, official organ of the Gernan-Arcrican 
Bund, in ita isouo of September 15, 1938, advertised a proposed rally at the ^Man¬ 
hattan Opora House in New York*City, against the un-American censorship of radio 
as exercised against Father Coughlin and others. This meeting was sponsored by 
the Coacittoe of Defense of American's Constitutional Rights and Cole had re- . 
ceived infomation through the Anti-Defalcation league that the latter had reason 
to believe that Father Ldimrd Lodge Curran, Herr-Ln K* Hart, John r. Cass and 
Bernard D'Arcy, all prominent Catholios, were active menbors of this Ccrasittee, 
which the Anti-Defamation league also believes is tho aar.e as the Friends of 
Christian hoclal Justice. f<o foundation, however, was submitted for these con¬ 
tentions. 


Under the heading "Caoaittoe for the Defense of Acerican's Constitutional 
Rights," 11 jfroadway. New York City, which group was stated to also be known as 
"Friends of Christian Social Juatlca," information was supplied by the Anti- 
Defaoation League that these groups closely followed Father Coughlin's philos¬ 
ophies. Bor nerd D'Arcy was described as an offioer. Other* associated ware 
Allen toll. Father Edward Lodge Curran, tfenrln K. Hart and John Cassidy. 

An article appeared in the January 27, 1941, iosue of The Ration, 
entitled "The Christian Front and L'artln Dies" by Jaaea seschler. This article, 
among nary other natters, mentioned the fact that Herein K. Hart was instrumental 
in instituting a saas sooting at the Seventh Regiment Armory in New York City, 
which was called "a pro-American* rally. Bernard D'Aroy, agent for "Social 
Justice" in New York City, was stated to be the stajor figure for the prepara¬ 
tion of this meeting. It was further stated that on February 5, 1939, D'Arcy 
and John F. Cassidy were jointly advertised as speakers et e Christian Front 
mass meeting and on June 25, 1939, at another Christian >ront nesting D'Arcy 
delivered a eulogy of Cassidy. 


Under date of April 12, 1942, a confidential source advised that Bernard 
T. D'Arcy, Coughlin's Eastern representative for the distribution of "Social 
Justice," was just as guilty of sedition as Father Coughlin. It was further 
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stated that D'Arey admittedly employs three field representatives to sell sub¬ 
scriptions and teles care of other natters pertaining to g^trlbution. r&s- 
trlbution is handled through borough heads or captains, who sell "Social Justice, 8 
and they in turn have cubaellera. Every Catholic Church is supposedly covered in 
the distribution* 

The PM Daily, dated May 12, 1942, carried an article entitled "Coughlin’ b 
N. Y. Agent Now Amy Officer." Briefly, thie article alleged that Bernard T. 

D'Arey was Eastern distributor for "Social Justice" magazine and had been granted 
an active coeadssion in the United States Amy. Re is further alleged to be a 
cloee confidant of leadare of the pro~Faacist, anti-Semitic Christian Front, and 
only recently reported for duty as a lieutenant with the Engineers' Procurement 
Division at 120 Wall Street. 

Credit for the above so-called disclosure is given to the Non-Sectarian 
Anti-Nazi League, which apparently had lodged s protest with the Secretary of 
War concerning D'Arcy's commission. 

It is then pointed out that ho had been active in defense of the 
Christian Front, as wall as in the distribution of "Social Justice" magazine. 

There was reproduced as a part of this article, a letter from D'Arey to Edward 
James Smyths, in which the former expressed regrets that he would not be able 
to speak at a masa meeting on September 22, 1939. Smythe is described by PM 
Daily as s friend of Fritz Kuhn, convicted German-American Bund leader. 

There is also set forth an exhlhit indicating that D'Arey was one of 
the speakers at s pro-Franco Victory Rally held on May 22, 1939, in Prospect 
Ball, Brooklyn, New York. Some time is then spent in dealing with the background 
of the other speakers, Including Justice Herbert F. O'Brien, Major John Eoghan 
Kelley, John Cassidy and Patrick F. Scanlon. 

The New York World Telegram under the same date carried a short article 
concerning D'Arey being commissioned s lieutenant in tbs United States Any. 
However, this artiele eas not treated in the sensational manner aa sat forth 
in PM Daily. 

Various other newspapers carried a short item concerning D'Arey, 
apparently upon the basis of a release made by the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nasi 
League. 

PM Daily, dated May 13, 1942, carried an article entitled "Do Ton 
Want Your Son to Serve Under an Officer Who Did This?" This article dealt 
with D'Arey and his former position as distributor for "Social Justlas" magazine. 

PM Daily, dated May 19, 1942, carried an article entitled "Coughlin's 
D'Arey Called by Federal Grand Jury," which reports that D'Arey had been 
subpoenaed to appear before the Federal Grand Jury, Washington, D. C., on May 
21, 1942. 
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Department possesses a list of names of Individuals have con¬ 
tributed more than $-1,003.CO to Father Charles Edward Coughlin, 
Gerald L. K« Smith and others, for the years 1937, 1933 and 1939. 

This same source states that Colonel Robert R.^.L'cCcrraick 
of the Chicago Tribuno is reported to have contributed 5100,000.CO 
through six secretaries, and that many other prominent people are 
f so listed as supporting the above individuals. 

The above-mentioned list of financial contributors would 
be of vital interest to this bureau in connection with matters 
cooing vithin its juris iicticn cr related to the national Jcfor.se, 

It mill be appreciated if you could supply eo with a 
copy of this list at ar. early date. 


rv 

rT 


Sir.ccrely yours, 


irt 



rn 

o 


ZB. 


> 'At. Tol*sa_ 


'.7. K. A. Tama»_ 

ir. Cl*cs_ 

Ir. Ol*Yin_ 

it. Ladd_ 

ir. Nlakola, 
Rosen 
ir. Tr»«y_ 

Mr. Carton 
r. Coffoy 
■Sr. Hoodon 
ir. Holloman 
’r. MeC-nl 


JCDMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
-M*A ILcD 1 1 

JUN 12 1342 P.M. 


"--UJERAl tiUSLAU 0! INVISTIOMHJ.I f 

H,n -U. S. PiPAIilMtSI OF-JUSliCE 

fe I - - - -- 


■Ir. Quinn Tamm _/n /QTjI/ 

,tr. Non.. Jl'r; • 

Miss Oandy 
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This case originated at DOBTfiOIT, MICHIGAN 


NY FILE NO. 100-23759 ANN 



REPORT MADE BY 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

5/4-4,8,12,13 


That the" Christian front, as an organised group, ls 
dominated by OOUGHLIN to tha artoat that he actually 
dictates its policies and directs its Members into 
Civilian Defense organizations has not been proved. 

Informant advises that many forwer COUGHLINITBS attend 
the Irregular meetings,of the ‘Aaeriean Citizens' Cocsaittee 
whore back issues of ^Social Justice* are given away, 
titisens' Educational Committee is new a&as for American 
Citizens' Conmittoe. The statement appearing in "The Hour* 1 , 
that in Brooklyn, N. Y., a number of Civilian Defense groups 
are already in danger of being taken ever by Christian front 
Stem Troopers is false. No indication that "Social Justice" 
has been eold or gratuitously distributed along the Hev Toxic 
docks. A foil over of COUGHLIN prior to November, 1936 be¬ 
lieves subject at that time was sincere regarding the 16 
principles of "Social Justice". XDVAhD JAMES -SMYTHE appealed 
tp "Social Justice* distributers relative to distribution of i 
-fthir Co an on Cause" which he edits. .J 

.c^ ^ v. — •. y & - i 

V, ' - HUG - ... . h 


dated at Detroit 


Baporfc of Special Agent 

Michigan, 3/17/42. , f 

Bureau lattar to New Yoxk Meld Division dated''5/4/43. 
Bureau letter to New Yoxk field Division dated 5/19/42 
Boreau letter to New Yoxk field Division dated 6/9/42. 


As indicated in reference report, the publication known a 
"The Hour 8 carried an article captioned "Christian Front 
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Invades Civilian Defense Groups 1 end stressed the fact that members of the 
ChriBtien Front, acting under instruction* from father CHAELES E. OOUGHLIS 
end his fifth Column Lieutenants, are flocking into Civilian Defense organ!- 
their plan being to dominate these organisations by sheer weight 
Of numbers, The article further says that ■The Hour* haB been reliably in 
formed "^hat in Brooklyn, H. T., a number of Civilian Defense groups are 
ftlready'ln danger of being takes over by Christian Front Storm Troopers, 
notorious in the past for their collaboration with the Genoan-insrlcan Bund 
aud other Has! agencies. 


^^^^^^^A^h^^offices, Heated at 100 East 42 Street, 4S2aUBBNK»^i£ll 

0 was interviewed for the jiygas^of ascertaining the 
source of hit Information as nentloned above,advised that he 
prefeyed not to name the individual who brought this matter to his atten¬ 
tion but stated that this unnamed person had obtained the information from 
someone in Brooklyn who was in a position to know what was going on. The 
individual furnishing this information to the unnamed informant was not 
known b a- : but he stated that he would obtain this name for the vritei 

so that the information could be obtai ned first-hand. During this interview 
reporting agent suggested tommBBthat in the future, when such informa¬ 
tion comes to his attention, be appreciated if he were to refer it 

t^^h^jroper Governmental Agency eo that immediate action could be taken, 

Re stated that he would do thi.6 in the future and mentioned that often 
times articles appear in hie publication "The Hour 8 for the news that it con 
tains inasmuch mi It was not necessary for him to have a strictly legal case 
in order to print a story, ,• 


At & later dat«m^^^Pwas again contacted at which time he ad¬ 
vised reporting agent tha t_tDe_per_son in first-hand poss ession of the infon 
referro^t^^^yre the United Tenan* 

League, (H^Hvas interviewe^a^he^of^Re^^Tcated at 229 - 6th 
Avenue, Kev York City, and furnished, the following informations 

In J&nury, 1941 a group of Aaerlea-Flrsters and COUOHLINIiBS pro¬ 
posed a group of individuals belonging to those groups to run for offiee 0D 
an anti—Semitic platform for positions in the Bed Hook Tenants Council, ^ 
Bed Hook Housing Project, which Is supervised by the Bed Hook Tenants Coun¬ 
cil, hou8es6om^2,500 families in the Bed Hook District of Brooklyn, Acc 
lug thls effort on the part of the Aaerica-Fireters and COuG 

ItES t^^^ffTrats themselves into official positions in the Red Hook Tea* 
Council had nothing whatsoever to do with Civilian Defense organisation* a 
she further stated that these groups loslou^i^tMs particular election. 
In view of the information fhrnished it is evident that thi 

statement appearing in ■The Hour", refeSe^t^^ove, Is false. 
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la compliance with referenced Bureau letter dated May 4, 1942 
wherein it was Indicated that confidential source advised the Bureau 
that “Social Justice 1 had been sold or distributed vrithout cost along the 
docks in Hew lork City among longshoremen and others engaged in shipping 
activities, inquiries were Bade to determine whether distribution had 
occurred and the extent thereof. 


Confidential Informant whas Ident ity is known te the 

Bureau, wsts interviewed by Special Agent vrb advised by 

informant that he had never heard of "Social Justice" being distributed 
dewn around the water front and further stated that it would be a sacri¬ 
lege for any member of the Communist Party to hare one in his possession. 
He further mentioned that if an outside organieatlon attempted to distri¬ 
bute "Social Justice" on the water front section the Communist Party would 
immediately take action to have it stoppsd,^^ | 


Ronartlpr pxent interviewed! J , t "of the Waterman Stearo- 
with the Moore, McCormack Line at Pier 32, andf 
thThe Grace Steamship Line at Pier 58, all of whom advised 
ot seen or heard of such distribution of "Social Justice" to long¬ 
shoremen or other workers along the water front, and all of the above-mentioned 
individuals claimed to be in a position to know if such distribution took 
place, Thesssults of the inquiries mentioned above were brought to the atten¬ 
tion of the Bureau on May 8, 1942, 



Referenced Bureau letter dated May 19, 1942 mentioned that a con¬ 
fidential source had advised that an individual who is herein designated as 
Confidential Informant #L had stated that the "American Citizens* Committee" 
is the name of a group which has taken over the distribution and sale of 
"Social Justice" magasiue and further mentions that at a meeting held in 
the Bronx, Hew Tork City, during the week preceding April 20, 1942 It was 
decided to sell reprints of the material which had already been prepared, 
if further sale proved difficult. Mention was also mad# that the Committee 
will allegedly attempt to unite all subversive factions into a slsgls organi¬ 
sation, 

interviewed Confidential Informant #1 
Reporting agent/ who advised that he could farnleh mo information 
regarding "The American Citizens" Committee" inasmuch as he knew nothing 
about It, and also knew nothing about the distribution or sale of "Soeial 
Justice" magazine, This informant introduced the writer to Confidential 
Informant #2 who attended a meeting of the American Cltlsens' Commlttse 
held the first part of April, 1942 in the Bremr, and he furnished the 
foil owing information! 


At this meeting held in April the plan of the Comnlttee was to 



The plan of the Christian Front, according to __ 

is to unite all organisations into the American Citizens' Committee an 
to also infiltrate into the Knights of Columbus, According to informant 
the Christian Front is not completely organised aa jet hut they sees to he 
using Coamunlst tactics of infiltration and forcing fron within. 


_advised that the nestings of the America) 

osnittee started the first of April, 1542, At a later neeting 
held in the Knights of Columbus Hall in Brooklyi^^thie committee. Father 
XDWARD LODGE 76 UKP-AH addressed the group andBHHf^v&s also present, 
■Social Justice* is not told at these neetlng^ro^past issues are given 
away gratuitously to those who wish to take it. The meetings are attended 


Justice* itself. Ho actual dletribu- 
ci&l Justice* Itself has taken place as 
Citizens' Connittee are irregular in 
er OODGHLINITES, Sometimes their meeting 
.38 Street, Bronx, Hew York, and sometimes 
13B Street and Alexander Avenue, Bronx, 


iT4ll 









COHwBfW* 


\ 



IT file #100-22759 


by groups numbering between 75 and 100 persons. 


In eoncluBlorf^^j^^pF^W ystated that the congrecBloni 

records dated September 19, 1940 conTaineS rather complete information coaceri 
ing the membership in the Christian Front organisation. 




llancs wit h referenced Bureau letter dated June 9 t 1942 

a former follower of Father OOUGHLIF, wa6 inter- 
2 for information in hiB possession relating to Fether 
CCUGHLIH "Social Justice" magazine, and the Social Justice Publishing Cornpan; 
This infemailt advised that he became interested and took an active palt as an 
organiser of "Social Justiee* units in 1935 end continued active until Bovemb 
1936 when these units were dissolved and were replaced by council*. It wae 
learned that overy Congressional District had units which were not to exceed 
a cemberehip of 250 persons and these unite were subordinate to the Congress! 
District offics which, in turn, wae subordinate to the State office. The pur 
pose of the formation of such units was political in nature, either to swing 
votes to the Bepubliean Party or perhaps to even fora a Third Party. This 
plan evidently did not work: out well and councils were formed which were to 
answer directly to Father COUGHLIH. 


Informant stated that from 1935 to November, 1936, when he no long® 
took part in the "Social Justice" movement, it was his honest belief that 
Father COUGELIK was most sincere regarding the 16 principles of "Social 
Justiee" which he preached and adhered to. Regarding Father COUGELIK'■ pre¬ 
sent sentiment*, informant advised that he was not in a position to state 
them and although he, informant, believed that Father COUGHLIH looked with 
favor on the Christian Front group or any group which was against Coamunlsm 
and the Jewish race, he was sure that Father COUGHLIH was much too smart a 
man to ever openly express himself in this respect. Informan^ad little or 
no knowledge concerning the "Social Justiee* magazine or the Social Justice 
Publishing Company other than that he never entertained a doubt that both 
were owned and operated by Father COlGHLIF. Informant stated that it wae 
his opinion that the units were dissolved and were replaced by councils in 
order that a wider distribution of "Social Justice" magazine could be had. 
This procedure, according to informant, wae brought about when Bishop GALLAGH 
of Detroit died and lees freedom was given to Father COUGELII, Informant 
stated that he became inactive in November, 1936 when the followers of Father 
COUGHLIH were virtually confined to Homan Catholics* Informant stated that 
while he was a follower of Father COUGHLIH, the latter had stated that he 
was first of all a Homan Catholic Priest, and that he would never take off 
the Homan Collar because the Vows of the Priesthood meant more to him than 
anything else. Informant stated that he believed Father COUGHLIH was sincere 
when he expressed those views. 





(Chakran of Christian Front Heating after acquittal of 
Frontlets in Federal Coart,) 
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Brooklyn, H. T, 

(Chief Counsel 


for Chrietlen Frontlets.} 

















Ardent supporter of COUGHLIN 


Church of the Precious Blood 
Astoria, Long Island, B, T,; 


the person who editorialises the nevs 
for COUGHLIH; 


leader of the PAUL REVERE SENTINELS, INC 


South Bronx, New York, formerly head of the South Bronx Christl 
/ Front group; 


Laurelton, Queens, New York; 
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COmBENTIAL 


proof that most of the "Social Justice* vendors are members of the Christian 
Front and despite the fact that informant's records do not actually prove 
that Father COUGHLIN 1 b the head of the Christian Front, be, informant, is 
of the opinion that there is little reason to doubt the close association of 
Father OO'JGHLIN and his former 'Social Justice" vendors to the Christian 
Front group inasmuch as so many of the former COUGHLINITES are now affiliat¬ 
ing themselves with the Christian Front organization, 

I 

In the June 3, 1942 issue of the newspaper FM of New York an artic 
by LEO J^MlRGOLIF gad LUTHElfOOiiANT, Jr,, captioned "Christian Front's Old 
Line Eevived at Westing Here" it is quoted as follows, and a copy of thie 
article is being retained in the files of this office: 

* The Christian Front, which went underground immediately after Peai 

Harbor, is out in the open again, 

• This means that, althou^i Charles X. Coughlin's mouthpiece, S0CIA1 
JUSTICE has been banned by U. S, authorities, his followers who preach his 
line still are doing business which, before Dee, 7, 1941, was pro-Nazism and 
anti-Semiticm. 

■ Coughlin's Fronters held a meeting last Thursday night in a publlt 
hall, Star Xusneter, Bronx, where they told back numbers of SOCIAL JUSTICE, 
which Attorney General Biddle banned as 'clearly seditious.' 

■ It was the first time in six months that the Christian front, whli 
precipitated anti-Semitic street riots In Brooklyn in 1938 and 1839, came ot 
from the cellars and back rooms of saloons under Its own name and stripe, 

■ The principal speaker was the Rev, Edward 7, Brophy, their epiritt 
adviser, an outspoken anti-Semite in New York and a staunch Coughlin follow* 

1 Brophy denied at the meeting that he was anti-Semitic, insisting: 
*1 as very pro-Christian,' 

a Then he went Into a vicious anti-Semitic speech, singling out for 
attack Carl Sherman of the American Jewish Congress, who had attacked Kdvan 
Lodge Curran, Coughlin's Eastern mouthpiece. 

1 'The daye are coming,' said Brophy, 'when this country will need i 
Coughlin, and need him badly. Ve must get strong and keep organised for thi 
day, 1 

■ Brophy Is the author of the anti-Semitic pamphlet, THE CHRISTIAN 
FRONT, and is the man who told an audience of Fronters that the Declaratioa 
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■of Independence is 'a Christian document intended for Christians only,' 

* John Henihan, who was chief aid to Bernard D’Arcy, Eastern SOCIAL 

JUSTICE distributor and Christian Front fellow-traveler, was another speaker, 

D’Arcy is now an army lieutenant. 

■ Henihan reported on Curran’s personal Z AM AN AMERICAN DAI rally 

May 17 in Brooklyn. Henihan told the meeting that! 

1 Four members of the New fork Police Allen Squad expelled a PM reporter fro 
that meeting, (The PM reporter who covered the May 17 meeting wae not ejee 

' Curran is so pleased with the success ef that meeting that he plans to hoi 
■a bigger and better" one on Flag Day, June 14, when he hopee to get U, S« 
Senator David I‘i''Val6h as the principal speaker. 

! ■ 

* Justice Jftrbert O’Brien, front for the Christian Front, should be support! 
in his candidacy for Surrogate of Queens County (O’Brien is the man whom 

Mayor La Quardla csddi "When I make a mistake, it's a beaut,■) 

• Henihan will visit Philadelphia, Boston and Chicago to consult with Chris 
Front forces there. 

' Henihan had talked to "an Important radio oomaentator 1 with connections i 
Washington, Hollywood and Mexico, who offered to put up $50,000 for a pap 
similar to SOCIAL JUSTICE. 

i Henihan boasted of his Washington connections, particularly with the Fed< 
Bureau of Investigation, 1 * 


Zt is to be noted that in the article quoted above a similar meei 
was to be held on Jane 14, 1942* 

According tomentioned above, mei 
ing was not held as 

mentioned exhibited copy 

Common Causs^ate5H5^2^942 wMeh is edited by EDWARD J$M1£S SMITHS, 4 
West 46 Street, Hew Tork City, and which is printed by LOUIS-HBLIMAN, 1066 
Brooke Avenue, Bronx, Hew York, This particular Issue was Volume 1, #7, a 
It contained the following advertisement! 

" Important notice. We are asking all SOCIAL JUSTICE distributors 
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■ to get in touch with ub relative to dietrihution of *Our Common 
Cause.' Write 149 Termilyea Avenue, H.I.C. * 


The June 3, 1942 issue of the newspaper PM in Hew York contains 
an article by LEO J, MARGOLIN and LUTHER CON AN1‘, Jr., entitled 

■Local Small-Fry Fascist Hope* to Hit Big Time Peddling Axis Themes.* 

This article concerns EDVARD JAKES SMI THE in his publication "Our Common 
Cause. 1 


Mention is made of the advertisement quoted above and this news¬ 
paper arti^^^^^elng retained as a part of instant file. It is to be 
noted thapV- jH is pres ently a subject of investigation by this office 
in the case entitled Bwith aliases; PROTESTANT VAR 

VETERANS OP TH3 STRAilON ACT (Hew York file #97- 

iOS). 

A newspaper clipping taken from the newspaper PM dated April 29, 
1942 reads as follows: 


■ CUR RAH DEFENDS PAL COuGHLIH 

■ Dr. Edward Lodge Curran of Brooklyn, defender of the pro-Nasi, 
anti-Semitic Christian Front, yesterday defended the man whose 
eastern echo he has been for years - Charles S. Coughlin, 

■ A front-page news bulletin in the Brooklyn Eagle quoted a tele¬ 
gram Curran sent to Coughlin* 

' As a fellow priest and fellow American, I assure you of 
a constant remembrance in ay Basses and prayers during 
these trying days. May Cod blsss you* 1 

1 Curran made no asntion of SOCIAL JUSTICE, the Fascist weekly puV 
lieat ion which Is causing Coughlin's 'trying days*' Curran adde 
that Coughlin deserrsd spiritual remembrance *eo that he nay be 
vletorious In his battle against his attackers** 

■ SOCIAL JUSTICE, for which Coughlin has assumed full responslbill 
has been found seditious by Attornsy General Biddle, It has bet 
barred from the mails. A Federal Grand Jury In Washington Is lx 
gating SOCIAL JuSrlCE and Coughlin. * 
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i 

With reference to the previous investigation conducted by thie 
office in connection with the Christian Front movement, there is no Indi¬ 
cation that the Christian Front is presently operating as an organized 
group at the present time. 

In view of the information set forth in thie report, which has 
not proved that the Christien Front, as an organised group, le dominated 
by the Eeverend CHAPLF.S E, COUGHLIE to such an extent that he could dic¬ 
tate its policies and direct its members into Civilian Defense organisa¬ 
tions, no further leads sure being set forth and thie report is being 
referred upon completion to the office of origin, 

ENCLOSURES 


FOE TEE BUREAU jirfc, frJL 

1 - two photoetetlc copies of a report entitled "THE ACTIVITIES 

OF TH^JH^KEBICAE^INCI^EC^^1941" which was obtained 
fromf _ . 

2 - tw o photostat!c copie s of a letter dated December 19, 1939 to 

Copley Plaza Hotel, Boston, Mass., and 

led by CHAS+E. COUGHLIN, which was obtained from 


TOE DBTBOIT 

One photostatic copy of each of the above enclosures for the Borea 


- BKFEBEED UPOH 00KPLETI0H TO THE OFFICE OF OEIGIS - 
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in Reorganizing for 
i Nation's War Effort 


CharS^iKS’b t " g ^ 1S T3 e 0f reljgl0us ” appeal than before, 
E u CoughI "? of Royal Oak, Michigan, has renewed 
hisassaults upon democracy and is trying new organized 
I T y^rRin oppositlon to the war. 

~“f~. In a letter just sent out to all the former 
^ f l the s “PP re ssed Social Justice, Coughlin represents 


COUGHLIN 


gamzincj 


aggression against God." 

By this devise. Coughlin hopes to 
fold t'ie religious cloak about him 
to hide the undermining of the 
nation's morale In which he Is en¬ 
gaged. His assertion In effect that 
"Christianity” Is the enemy of de¬ 
mocracy brings the gravest danger 
upon the masses of Catholic people 
In America since It opens the way 
for the Gerald L. K. Smiths and 
other KKK-minded allies of Cough¬ 
lin to contend that the Catholic 
people In America are enemies of 
our form of government. 

Coughlin's attempt to establish 
a national organization on the basV 
of undermining the war effort,» 
another reminder of the bad fru 
of the Department of Justice’s fail¬ 
ure to prosecute this echo of Goeb- 
bels. 


(Continued from Page I) 


Ism" and against democracy and 
he seeks to rally the former 
readers of Social Justice to this 
clerical fascist position under the 
guise of establishing a religious or¬ 
ganization, the "League of the Lit¬ 
tle Flower.” 

Going beyond this attack upon the 
form of government of the United 
States. Coughlin continues his pro- 
Hitlerite campaign of poison by 
asserting that our country and all 
the . United Nations are equally 
guilty with the barbarous Axis in 
the war. The main theme of his 
letter Is an attempt to rally his 
former followers, slyly and in con¬ 
spiratorial language cloaked In re¬ 
ligious symbols, to opposition to our 
^vernment because "of Us unjust 


I VERCE OF THE PEEHOLE 

i. , B KLYN CIVIC COUNCIL will battieX 
I 0 , Staten Island Edison Co. ./'[Fed’l 
Christian Front activity in B’klyn C 
ATR RAID WARDENS may no 4 -—- 


®0LQSUR3 



February ll f 1942 


KEKORAHDtril 


:r r/ r/-i 


nder date of Narch 9. 1932, information was received that one 

s Angeles, California, allegedly promoted 
shares oF stock in a Los Angeles corporation on the basis 
of fraudulent financial statements and the allegation that this stock had 
bee n plac ed on the New York Curb market. It was also alleged that this 

V was an ex-convict, having 6erved time in Illinois. No identifying 
aWIRre available b^whic^th^^ar^ould be determined specifically as 
identical with the^HHHHBH|HHFeubject of this memorandum who was 
stated to be the Preslaeri^or^n^Social Justice Publishing Company, Royal 
Oak, Michigan, in a statement filed on behalf of the publishing company on 
karch 19, 1940. 

The Social Justice Publishing Company referred to above was 
originally incorporated in Michigan on February 14, 1936. The sole owner 
of stock at that time was Reverend Charles E. Coughlin, Twelve kile Road 
and Woodward Avenue, Royal Oak, klchiga n, who was listed as owning ten shares. 
On this sam^da^^ne^B^H|H^mP^was appointed a resident agent in Royal 
Oak by jm^H|H^^nerevas no indication at thetime of the filing 
of this original statement, of the connection between^HBMand the Social 
Justice Publishing Company other than his apparent powe^t^a^oint a resident 
agent. As noted above this state ment was subsequently supplemented on Ifarch 
19, 1940, at which timewas stated to be President. J' 
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September 30, 1942 


Pursuant to our arrangement, I would appreciate receiving any 
information you have on the following organizations: 


1) National Union for Social Justice 


I 


V 



Social Justice Publishing Company 
Social Justice Poor Society 
God's Poor Society 
Radio League of the Little Flower 
League of the Little Flower 



4 / 




•){9) 

10 ) 


League of the little Flower, Inc. 

St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Parish 

Rev. Charles Coughlin 

All affiliated and related individuals 
and organizations 


This information is requested in connection with a study being 
made of tax-exempt subversive organizations. 





SAMUEL KLAUS 
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^ Assistant Director of Bureau of Coopera¬ 
tion with Educational inst^utlons^University of Michigan, was contacted and 
stated that he knew nothing concerning the actual work done by the school as it 
had not been visited by the Bureau. He knew of its existence only through havir 
heard it mentioned from time to time. The school is not accredited by the Onive 
sity of Michigan or the North Central Association. 

Director of the Bureau of Cooperatioi 

with Educational institutions^Un^ersityof Michigan, advised that the above 
named high school has never been visited and inspected by a member of their 
Bureau and for that reason it had not been accredited by them. He could furnisl 
no information as to the types of courses furnished or the work done there. Hoi 
ever, he remembered having correspondence with them in regard to having the 
school accredited with the Bureau and in addition to this there had been several 
inquiries made to his office by residents of Royal Oak as to whether the school 
would be accredited by the University and some of them seemed rather surprised 
that it was not. 


Correspondence furnished by Secretary to th< 

Director, showed that the schoo^f^s^opened September 6, 1941* The school 
authorities wrote a letter toVHHHpm^Pon September 12, 1941 requesting 
that the school be considered To^crealtrThe correct name is the Little Flowe 
High school for Girls and it is staffed from members of the Order of Sisters of 
Charity, Cincinnati, Ohio, and off^^^^^ratory, Commercial and General cours 
The principal of the school 


It should be noted at this point that the Little Flower High 
School for Girls is a separate institution not operated or owned by Father 
COUGHLIN'S Shrine and is not the subject of this inquiry. 



The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
at Lansing, Michigan: 



Assistant Superintendent of Public In¬ 
struction for th^Stat^oOLLcnlgar^t the State Capitol in Lansing, Michigan, 
was contacted concerning informatio^surrounding the Little Flower High School 
located in Royal Oak, Michigan. H|HHH||Vadvi8ed that the Department of Put 
lie Instruction or the State Boar^o^Eoucation maintained no supervision or 
control over the Little Flower High School and he had no information in his pos 
session pertaining to the establishment of the institution, the teaching 
facilities offered, or the curriculum followed. 


- 2 - 


Detroit File 100-7627 


Ltc. 


_Itelephonically contacted the Securities and Cor¬ 
poration Commission, Lansing Bank Building, and ascertained that this high 
school had never been issued a Char ter in the st ate of Michigan. In the absei 
of any state control and supervisionH^H^HH^ advised, it was possible for 
any individual in the State of Michiga^t^^^Wte a high school at any time ai 
at any place and to give any courses desired. He further pointed out, however, 
that this is not a general practice because the graduates of such schools woul< 
not be accepted at the regular colleges and universities unless the school was 
previously accredited by the university or college in question. 

Superintendent of Schools, Royal Oak, 

Michigan, was contacted and advised that he could furnish very little informa 
tion concerning this school as it wa3 not under his Jurisdiction. He advised, 
however, that to the best of his knowledge they had approximately 7 teachers 
and an enrollment of about 80 students. 

Superintendent of Catholic Parochial 
Schools in the State of Michigan, was contacted and advised that the Little 
Flower High School for Girls was established in 1941 and was not a part of the 
Little Flower Shrine of Father COUGHLIN, as the school which is located at 13H 
Road and Woodv/ard Avenue, Royal Oak, Michigan, was erected by the Sisters of 
Charity, Cincinnati, Ohio, on land donated to them by Father COUGHLIN and in a 
dition Father COUGHLIN donated approximatelj^20j00^t^aid them in establishi 
this school for girls. At the present timeadvised, this school 
operated by, and the financial liability is that of the Sisters of Charity, Ci 
cinnati, Ohio and is under the direct supervision of himself as Superintendent 
of Parochial Schools* 

_advised that he had a conference inthe early par 

of 1942 with Father POllflHT.TN, at which time Father COUGHLIN proposed the openL 
of a high school for boys using facilities at the Shrine of the Little Flower* 
He stated that Father COUGHLIN placed the proposed plan before him and stated 
that due to transportation facilities the small boys from Berkeley, Michigan, 
who had been attending his Elementary School, were no longer attending and thr 
rooms of the Elementary school located at the Shrine of the Little Flower were 
vacant and available for use. In addition Father COUGHLIN stated that a great 
nmnunt. of bookkeeping equipment was available in the basement of the Shrine si 
the Social Justice magazine had ceased publicat^n^FaUje^COUGHLIN» under th 
authority and direct supervision and control as Superintenden 

of Parochial schools, established a high school for boys to teach accounting a 
Father OOUGHLIN felt that there would be a great demand for Certified Public A 
countants. He further advised that Father COUGHLIN was imbued with the idea t 
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in the post-war period a great market wuld spring up in the south American 
countries and therefore he sought to prepare students of his school in south 
American ways and customs and to teach the Spanish language so that they would 
be prepared to enter the south American market after the war* 



i 


I stated that at this time he considered the fact t 
that insidious motives might be the reason for the establishment of such a p, 
program. However, after a careful investigation he found this not to be true 
and stated at this time that this program was under his entire jurisdiction and 
supervision and that if any insidious motives were to develop the program would 
be immediately discontinued by him. He stated that the school was operated 
through the finances of the Parish, a tuition fee of $2.00 per month was 
charged, that the school opened September 9, 1942, and at the present time has 
an enrollment of 51 students. The facilities of the school at the present time 
are three class rooms, a gym, and an auditorium. The students are taught by 
two sisters from the Sisters of Charity; one Spanish teacher who is employed 
part time and comes down to the Little Flower High School for Girls where she 
is also employed as a teacher; one priest from the Parish; and in the study of 
Science courses the laboratory facilities at the Little Flower High School for 
Girls are used. 


The operating curriculum for the school is as follows; 


FIRST YEAR 


Religion 
English 
Science I 
Bookkeeping I 
Spanish I 

SECOND YEAR 

Religion 
English 
History 
Bookkeeping II 
Spanish II 

The above curriculum is that which is in operation at the pre; 
time and the proposed curriculurosfor the Third and Fourth Years are as follows; 


- U - 
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THIRD YEAR 

Religion 
English 
Biology 
Accounting I 

History & Geography of South America 
taught entirely in Spanish 

FOURTH YEAR 


Religion 

English 

Civics and Operation of 
United States Government 
Accounting II 
Business Law 



be, 


fstated that in reference to the writing to South 
America, this was to encourage the students to correspond with South Americans 
in order that they would gain a working knowledge of the Spanish language and 
further pointed out that this was done in numerous Catholic schools as it is be¬ 
lieved to be one of the best methods for acquiring a speaking and writing know¬ 
ledge of the Spanish language. 

[stated that if any further information is desired 
concerning the activities of the high school he wuld be only too glad to fumii 
whatever was requested and stated once more that Father COUGHLIN did not have ai 
supervision over the Elementary or High School located, pt the Sfcrioe of the 
Little Flower and that it had recently been brought to his attentio'Aj^hat Fathe: 
COUGHLIN had been in this school on only two occasions - one being thej&etyicatii 
of the school and the second time being upon the installation of a publi’c’'a?df0l 
system. 


- CLOSED - 
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11/10/42 


PahSOKAL ABD COMK 

3T sr-LCiAL leaama 


Honorable Adolf A* Berle, Jr* 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Department of 3tate 
Washington, D. C* 


Reference is ir.ade to your communication dated June 15, 
1942, your reference FC, revesting that inquiries be cade con¬ 
cerning the sponsorship of high school courses emphasifcing Latin 
American relations by licvcrend Charles L. CougJlin. 


At this tiao thg££_i_8 e nclosed one copy of the report of 
Special Agent October 21, 1942, at Detroit, 

Uichigan, whic^lT ,, X^jeTlcveGwill clarify t:.ia matter as far as 
your Department is concerned* J 


If any additional information bearing upon the matter 
about which you wroto cor.ica to the attention of this Bureau, I 
■will iar.-.ediately cacnunicate with you at that time. 


Sincerely your3. 


Enclosure 


Mr. Clegg 
Mr. GUvin 

Mr. L»dd__ 

.Mr. Nichol*_J_ 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Ctrton_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Krimer_ 

Mr. McGuire_ 

Mr . Qu i nn Timm 

Mr. Neme_ 

Mies Gandy_ 
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April 30. 1942 at Detroit, Michigan, 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


; INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SPECIAL INQUIRY", STATE DEPARTS 


of facts: /sjt' Precept of September 29, 1942 Issued by 
{ J\f ^ Archdiocese of Detroit requested Subject 
{ . 5 to submit circular letters to the ArchdELocesan 

j Chancery in Detroit for approval before sending 

'/V V' A out to former subscribers of-?Social Justice* 

v t \^ V x J magazine, members of the Radio League of the 
'J> 2\ c^' 0 Little Flower and League of the Little Flower. 

\ ' J Informant believes Subject's appeal for names 

\\ of soldiers was not for subversive reasons, but 

/ to receive monetary returns for the offering l 

< t of mass to soldiers. COUGHLIN not believed 

' in leadership of any subversive group at the 

’ >0 present time. 

M ALL INFORMATION COTTADE) 

- 0 - 
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DETAILS; AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Reference letter from the Bureau dated October 22, 1942 
steted that aletter dated September 20, 1942 was reported,, to have been 
circularized through the mails by Reverend CHARLES EDWAHDifcOUGHLIN; that this 
letter consisted of four pages and allegedly appealed for funds to the former 
robscribers of the "Social Justice" magazine and the members of the League 
of the Little Flower, A request was made that investigation be conducted to 
determine whether Father CCUGHLIN has revived his activities under the name 
of this group and is presently distributing letters or circulars of any type. 



On December 11, 1942 the writer contacted 

_ and he was questioned, as to his knowledge of any letters sen 

out b/'Father CCUGHLIN on or eround September 20, 1942 to the mailing list 
of the "Social Justice" magazine. The informant advised that Father COUGHLIN 
had not sent him a copy of the letter in question, but that he had heard of 
it and had a copy of it in his files. He produced an issue of the newspaper 
"P.M.", New York City, under date of September 25, 1942, which also attacked 
the letter circulated by Father COUGHLIN under date of September 10, 1942, 

A photostatic copy of the three pages of the/’P.M," newspaper containing the 
letter of Father COUGHLIN with the accompanying story wa3 obtained and is 
being forwarded to the Bureau. 


kt 

fa 


The informant advised the writer that the repercussions 
occasioned by the publidiing of Father COUGHLIN »s letter in the "P.M," 
magazin^an^their attach on Father COUGHLIN caused the Most Reverend 
* ^Archbi&op of Detroit, to direct a letter to Father CCUGHLIN, 

omerir^iimto not mail out any circular letters without prior approval 
of the Archdiocesan Chancery, The informant showed the writer a copy of 
this letter, a paragraph of which is set forth: 


"For your own good end the good of the church, I 
impose upon you the following precept: Every circular letter to be sent 
out by you or by anyone under your orders or with your approval or in anyway 
that engages your responsibility mast be submitted to the Archdiocesan 
Chancery for previous review. In imbuing this precept I have in mind 
particularly letters sect to the former "Social Justice" subscribers, former 
members of the Radio League of the Little Flower and members of the League 
of the Little Flower", 


The Informant stated that this matter was discussed with 
P attorney for Father COUGHLIN, who appeared to be in 
agreement with the letter and personally discussed tne matter with Father 
COUGHLIN. 


The informant advised that on or about the thirtieth 
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of September FATHER COUGHLIN Bent a letter to the Chancery, requesting 
approval to send to seventy thousand persons associated with the League of 
the Little Flower a letter. Thisletter was to have been sent out under 
date of November 7, 1942 and requested the submission of names of the boys 
in service in order that their names might be included in the group of 
one thousand twenty-eight masses to be delivered by Father COUGHLIN, 

This letter contained an enclosure entitled "St, Sebastian Brigade", which 
told of the life of the soldier saint and at the close contained an 
enrollment blank to be sent in by mothers and fathers of men in the 
service in order that these men might be remembered by Dr. COUGHLIN in his 
masses. 


The informant advised that this letter was not approved 
and he believed the action of disapproval was based upon the statements 
in the letter requesting the submission of name6 of men in the service. He 
stated that only two other forms to be circularized had been submitted and 
that the first of these two had been approved and was merely a letter of 
Christmas greetings; that the second circular, a small four-page leaflet 
telling of the life of the soldier St, Sebastiai had not been passed upon 
7«t. 

The informant said that he believes a one time back 
thntfl^im^|l attorney for Father COUGHLIN, had influenced Father 
CCUGHLINagal ns^jrinc lples of the Archdiocese, but that it has since been 
believed thatHtfVis more or less of a "brake" upon the activities of 
CCUGHLIN and na^eeveral times prevented the Subject from proceeding to the 
extent of involving himself in more serious matter*. 



He continued that he knew Father COUGHLIN had more 

« of an ungovernable desire to obtain public attention and that 

on several occasions had warned him if he proceeded along certain 
bat he would refuse to counsel for him; thereby, limiting the 
activities of Father COUGHLIN. He said that it waild not surprise him to 
see Father COUGHLIN do semething unpredictable to attempt to gain public 
attention, but that he does not believe that Father COUGHLIN will do 
anything to throw off the collar of the people for if he was so of mind, 
he would have done that in the zenith of his activities when he had a 
wide following over the radio, through the newspapers, "Social Justice" 
and through his church. 

He further stated that he believed Father COUGHLIN* • 
ideas concerning Coracunism originated at a time when he visited Italy a 
number of years back and observed the manner in which MUSSOLINI controlled 
Communism in that country. He said he knew that Father COUGHLIN was very 
much impressed with MUSSOLINI *6 control over Communism and believed that 
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motivated the Subject to start his own campaign. He further advised that 
he had observed that it was the philosophy of Father COUGHLIN to attack 
individuals instead of principles or ideas, believing that it was much 
easier to obtain a following by directing activities against an unknown 
object. 


The informant when questioned as to Mb opinion in 
regard to Father COUGHLIN*s idea beMnd the request for the names of men 
in the service, advised that Father COUGHLIN was a very clever advertiser and 
used that method to appeal to the parents of men in the service, knowing 
that when they sent back the names of a relative in service they would 
Include with that a check, assuring the remembrance of their relative in 
one of the masses to be delivered by Father COUGHLIN. Informant said he 
did not believe that Father COUGHLIN had in mind the use of the names so 
gained for pny subversive activity. 


The informant was questioned as to Ms knowledge of 
the activities of Father COUGHLIN in any organized group, and he advised 
that a number of years back he and Father COUGHLIN had some differences 
and that he has not at anytime been in Father COUGHLIN*s "circle* and he 
knew notMng definite concerning Father COUGHLIN's activities or leadersMp 
in any organization outside of the church. The informant said he knew very 
little concerning The Christian Front Movement and that he had no knowledge 
as to whether or not Father CCXJGHLIN had any connection with it. 



He stated that he was not acquainted with! 

_ of the former "Social Justice" magazine nor of any of 

»r COUGHLIN*b close confederates and did not know of anyone who 

jXUGHLlN'e circle within the last year. He stated that 

_ who i^eHhe^^Gr^^apids or Lansing, MicMgan at 

the present time, enlVIHHHHIlHHfcf Detroit were former close 
associates of Father OTuGHLlN, who "broke" with Father COUGHLIN about two 
years ago. He said he did not know their ideas or sympatMee in regard to 
Father COUGHLIN. 


The informant advised that he would not predict any 
future possible actions of Father CCUGHLIN as he ie a person that he 
believes is not contented to settle down to Ms own congregation and be 
satisfied, especially since he has had a taste of national prominence. 

He added, however, that in view of the restrictions placed upon Father 
CCUGHLIN by the Archbishop and Ms great decline in popularity the last 
year, that it would be highly improbable that he would be able to carry on 
any organized subversive movement. 

The informant advised the writer that in the event 
any word reached Mm that Father CCXJGHLIN had conducted himself in a 
subversive manner or overstepped Mo restrictions in regard to 6enditg 
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oat circular letters, that he would direct thet information to this office 
frcm its sources. 


As it appears that the Subject is not presently engaged 
in the leadership of any subversive organization and has been prohibited 
the use of the mailing lists of the "Social Justice" magazine for sending 
out propaganda, this case is being closed upon the authority of the 
Special Agent in Charge. 


ENCLOSURE: To the Bureau Three pages of the newspaper dated 

September 25, 1942, containing a letter Father COUGHLIN sent 
to the mailing list of the "Social Justice" magazine under 
date of September 10, 1942. 


CLOSED 
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aslc Oml Jo bless their sacrifices and make us worthy Jo |»r llicir I noil tors and 
sisters," 

Attain Arebbisbup Spellman refutes! in a radio la!k March 22 such salrmrnts 
: Comrblin now presents. He said: 

‘‘America fitdils for her ‘credo* of religious freedom, industrial freeiloui. 
social freedom, freedom of speech and of I be press 

“I love nil men as brothers in Christ. Rut I am one of IA.000.000 Americans 
and millions of other persons who are at war against anv s\ stem of government 
which would destroy the things we cherish most." 

CONTINUE WITH COUCH UTS LETTER: 

Pauas to reflect on than* Ideas of liberty ana 
aggression. Does It not seem that the modem world boa triad to 
eubstltute lto concept of llbartjr for tha ona revealed to ue by 
OodT After all, llbartjr 1* Identified with Just low. How can 
It ba Identified with tha urvjuat lnwa and lack of laws prevalent 
In our world .eooletyT In flna, tbara la no liberty without Col 
and no worahlp of Ood without ablilDg by tha truthe made manifest 
by Cod. 

Aa for aggression, few of oa pause to real lie how 
unjuet mankind has bam to Ood. Nation following nation hae com- 
nltted Its aggressions against tha Creator. Not ona national 
unit of civilisation can truthfully any: "My country, aa a unit, 
never oonnltted unjutt aggraaaloDS against God." 

1 

Tha fact la that every nation hae peraletontly 
offended Ood and cancelled out of practice thn social principle* 
revealed by Ood to wan. Our own country has baen no eicoptlon. 

For evarple, every oounty Judge la empowered to grant a dlvoroe 
although tha Scrlpturea say, "that Cod hath Joined together, Vat 
no -An pet asunder." In every community there are drug storee, 
elides and schools upholding tha "morality" of birth prsventlon 
From California to Maine, from Minnesota to Florida, our ed¬ 
ucational ayatm etempts Ood and religion from our echoole, and 
relegates .Christ and Christianity to tbs stature of Jupiter end 
pacar.lsm. 
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would. |m to him soidimitaridnism is riljht ;ui<l demm-riicv—the democracy for 
which our fathers ami blethers :md sous are rlvin” is a sin. 

After re iiline v» bat <‘oie’blin s.ivs, read wliat Anhhidinp Spetlman bad k* sa\' 
about uur |V"HHi:i , >r |i , rin lit tun iminrlil eu March 

"11 ben n e < "mpaie uur I'bilMsuplu uf uim-ihniriit with the bail pubtica] 
creeds and die irm • • |t),1il|, .d pi'ii *i*»*s u| di,v.e powers Jb.it Iviast that llicy ' 
« 'll eon,pi* i us. it !•• •* ••mi s uid.-i*'I n\ i 1. ai lb.it \» e air ll'.diliiii* fur Om.(- 
ri\« l| refills.’ 

When ('*ni"ld'ii *|' As as a piiest i.itb'a Ilian as a pru-S'a/i pnlitfnmi. mV-< 
tuh’iant man u ill disui le him. Wb.it is disputed is < lonehliu s dihhrfal#* tut Cl - 
we n iu'« i*| a siiii<1> •ii<en nl ini biseiu mei die « .ir with thieluUt iii ssliat is ai, ‘ 
apnuii.I dolibeiali* .|M> iupt tu ine.le.id and l dsi|\ . 

'ion:in.iT.s u rn.R cothm /•:*? 


An Infinitely Juet Ood, although He 1* also iiX 
finitely ir.erclfiii, canr.ot te flouted forover In!o»l, vl-vt’S 
the e’.r.a of the parents even upon tho cMUron of a future get,/ - ‘ : 

e rat Ion, _ * ih-. *•*, 

• 

There are wise men who maintain that Ood pmSI »h»* * 
a ration for lte social «!oi In thla e-* r jd, not waiting for * ' 

eterrlly where "Ither or punts*!*..,,. lo E „ted •> at f . r p» r . » 

eor.al wins. While all this ray te true, there la a rnv out -- a'-* 
wey or es-ape, ae It —re It Is a way or staying 3 •.*.•* hand ' 
thro,-,*, sn--**i penan~e, vrluntarlly and ‘of riclally ir, ! -r‘ak»n by : 
the r« 1*n. Without this eo-lal penance, the g-*o • j -np e ;ffer 
with t*-, wtrlred : the cMllr«e o-iet euffer with the uni. Not cna . 

'” ,T '“ r nf •• *l"*y ran —cepe paying for the pine e-tirltted hy 
eoelaty aa a w v An; for, “'Lnless you shall ilo pers-ee, yo u eluill *' 

All llks.*\« n , / 

* 
l 

P"W rf u* Art fUl \r* to Aoc#»«?t thAt 

point? r-r^t-n ’• r^^rlA.-n'n-loJ r-n ir.rm rf » #x1f»t« k 

•T^ (Vj • o - tr*ry w r hrlntlAr^ nr* r »ry n rol of It. 

it In *. -h*. \ va thAt C v rlf»t 1 atia dir. jh ^ r« for 

our««lT#r f r OU w t*llsw oitlx«ns. 

T v p. t p cff#>r 1 rr» T*.y I to 71 * 

In r^—•> r m 1 ' -j . * t ' • .■* jr -n*. r • *n•» \ ^m • : *vi »it r« 

Irt r'rtm of th» t «• • < +' • f * *o , * y * r * 

• g- » n • b*'tt opi ••• ' m ff 4i ' + 


. v 


•t nl in»f mu, uonl-t ilj.pi|tr the route,itinn tint the wur’d bus set *o lit* 

" w I * *1.. tlm rwaiJ Miwl il.»m 
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1 <i *|* to, i *i •><' Iir .tlt.uls I V rn«« i.iMe 

• hie urgi'meo* t* .it nn' one inlJnit.il mill ul tfiilir;) 

■iiimtiV i»»*ver eiiTOinitlccl ntijii*! itegrossiniiv iMiiinst Cod.’ is 
this cnnefrv j>tld i's allies should not dob ml lln tus. h.-s Iiiiih 
nv ngafnsl 1 x »t 1 1 Cod and matt I tv a f.isi 1st tyiHiinv' 1 ’ 
i have us think that our rdiiciitinn.tl s vs tew— in wlw Ii till cr.v-ds, 
lirvers are wolilHiir-i. responsible fur this war ami noi l),< 

ittiCC was Ms mnuthpiec 1 **, it w.is a favorite theme nt Cough 
ult was on the democracies, rather than <>n the totalitarian n.i- 
irhor. Social JuHicr ranted: 

•n our soldier ho VS return thee « ill drag from- their hiding places 
ivers. plotters and coll.dioratorv to mete out to them their just 
r wo wait for that d.iv. tin* severer Avill lx- the ri’pen nssiuos." 
line, as hared io his letter, is more snltlv phrased, hot Ix-eause 
> '• that all nations have |u<en, at one time or another, guilty i.il 
of Christianity is no reason to accept his veiled argument that 
• t .’rxl’ess aggression of the Nazis is not a just fight. 

S I.F 1 TFR COFS ON: 

la fin*, ww ar» being taught to regard dwmoormoy 
Jorltarlanlero. more ex-wllent than Christianity 
horitarlanlsm. Little wonder that ae many as 85 per 
fellow oltlien# profeto no effllletloc to any organ¬ 
on. And lees wonder that cany of or are of the 
t the Buffering# entailed by a total war are the net- 
.e of our eoclal sins. 

sin see have committed, so this is onr crime against (JoH: That 
nooraev, and that we practio 1 it. And Cod. Coughlin would have 
•mooraev offensive in His eyes. 

the linital totalitarian regimes of the Codless Hitler and Vlus- 
• I’.mperor Tfiroliito, who calls himself the son of Cod’ Does lie 
ivy in His eyes, too? Coughlin apparently doesn't think so, for 
nsi ism among the sins he savs are ie*:(xinsihle for the war. Only 
its majoritari.uiism.* 

hat In 1 also dors, how shiv he speaks of “Christianity and its 
," contrasting it with the democratic “sul” 

ghlm have ns believe that onr (Jovemment should he aullioritarinn. 
' should apo the fascists instead of fighting to destroy them? lie 


»'t« tr.naewnt rwecos*. 1 n r- * *-r v (-o 1 ru 1 * 

(C-«r. ft at you frenty > - I| «;.lrl*njit *a-k y^.jrr. ■ 

OT*r arl whov# the riV.-tMei V ry r e -1 ;; y* u >- j^.r rslVir-i. 

»•**->, r tho of T-t aid h*e wife. l*o-i-t> r 

b' 1 " Cefl would have * 7 a-«d In:’’, rl’.y if n t-n'-jl of Just, -..-i 
priild h«a« bwwn frivol rwwlitrg thar«. If a k«V r ul of r Pr . 

Can fc« found Ir. A-orl-a .. a >n.«d r . 1 *'5!lne an! f 0 

perform social pwi -- there i« >-p» >1 will i». 

>1on«tl«e#» it i* d'rVa-t>ntng to hoar m-n In 
f ibllc Mf« who i»rw eontwnt to t»,« Injuwtleww pvr?*trwt» 

• »1 c.-nlnst tbw p.ifforlng p»oo»« world without ntt»r!'g 

O-.w word of lumrnt w^ryt tho lrjv.o»;ros dt>nw to 0-1 m.-.a ww hwrw 
cr. -lfl*d ngntn and wdoln u-m thw ---■** of our -atwrinllm an 1 
r«iywnli*7). Thlw 1» u- f -rtunn ; for wo Tngio an It la for In- 
Juottc* to hw rwtsd out to m«n, w<—»n ani -h.il Iren, It 1» Inf'.nltw- 
ly »or* tra*la for aatlonw to prs-Mre lr % «jwttcw a<r«lnwt a-l, 

\:.ain, when Ctitufhhn sp-*.iks as a piiesf on th.’olotnVal oiatt'u's wr ha , 'e net 
ilrgimient with him. How ever, with refer. • i e In (lie paragiaph imm.alnt.iv ah"v. 
I o' it noted that nnvon*' who figl's t|w " ' l 1 1 i< •’ f at |"t':Ued atiainst fhe siift.'iiutr 
people of the wot Id in fipl.t'iig the inj'iv'.ee done to (iod. < aiugldin not"ith- 
Ktaiiding. 

cm cin.ivs i.fTTFR f:ors oy ; 

Thiw lwrurthy lwitwr would Swo—* tsorlng if I pur- 

• uad th* cVovw th-'ighew wlt'vot c-nr 1 n 1!re -h.-oi with th» fell-wir^ 
word of bopw. It lw thla: Tr\: and 1 an’« tvr millions of asji'd- 

• InB ewa do •otnwlhlrut ah* ut Iho w-oj^l »u f'erlr.-s wtiloh arw In 
‘he effing. W» can ata/ tho hand rf o-1 Kith huirhlw rvr ’ con¬ 
trite h«art ww can help wntlrfy I*1 b on*-agr I Justice. W« .-rvji to 
psoanew. 

for a definl'a »ui«r»»tl'n I ask you to partlripatw 
In making tha oov»ra wi*h cn at •’ s I'hr 1 ni of the tlttlo r'-w-r 
which h"gln» on . r »pt"T'wr Tdth ar t »r’« o--r>har dth, cri * v I'h 
day ww c»"*hrata thw fowst of «!*.. Th»r»"w. P'trlrvt th*"w fays try 
to attenl Maww wa-h Btmlrjr. In ttiw M«ct of your not tw’.’ 1 ? aM« 
to do that, ir.posw *oa-w wp»dlal prayer* upon yoornalraw wa-h 
evening. 

(Ti ny tiif r u:r.—<:<>i c.iiu\'S i.fttfj: * o> riy i rs. > 





O.t April 14 , Attorney General tin Idle informed die Postmaster General diat 
Social Justice was violating the 1917 Espionage and Sedition law. Social Justice 
was banned immediately from the mails on a temporary order. A date for a hear¬ 
ing cc a permanent revocation of mailing rights was set and later postponed to 
May 4. 

On diat day the nominal editor and publisher of Social Justice, E. Perrin 
Schwartz, Sent the Post Ollice Department a telegram announcing tliat the maga¬ 
zine was Stopping publication and abandoning its mail rights. A second telegram 
was sent by- Coughlin, the real editor and publisher, “approving 4 Perrin's state¬ 
ment. 

The Postmaster Ccneral thereupon ordered that the authorization to Social 
Justice ior mail privileges be revoked. No hearing was held, because none was 
necessary. 

As a Erst step in his present campaign, Coughlin misrepresented those facts 
In an attempt to restore the confidence of his Social Justice readers in the sedi¬ 
tion they had read in that publication. In a personal letter sent to Social Justice 
readers in August, Coughlin said: 

“I think it proper to draw to your attention the fact tliat Social Justice 
magazine did not have its second-class privilege baiuied by the United States 
Government; nor did any court or oificial tribunal pass judgment on the opinion 
ecpreMed by Attorney General Diddle, who characterized die contents of Social 
Justice magazine as ‘clearly seditious.' ” 

At that same time, Coughlin revealed what he was up to: renewing his old 
contacts with Social Justice readers—including the Christian Front. Coughlin’s 
letter was sent out on his personal stationery, together with u letter on the sla- 
tionery of Social Justice. The Social Justice letter, signed by Cora Quinlan, secre¬ 
tary-treasurer, said: 

"Probably this will be my last letter to you. From now on Father will take 
Over directly all corresi>ondence.... Father asked ine to enclose a letter for you.* 

After laying that foundation, Coughlin sent another letter—a four-page docu¬ 
ment, also on his own private stationery and over his own signature—on Sept. 10. 
This letter also was received by old subscribers to Soc ial Justice. 

% In this letter, Coughlin abruptly changed the technique lie used on Social 
Justice, but he didn’t change his message. 

In Social Justice he was a violent,' aggressive defender of the ideologies 
against which our people are fighting. Although there was a slight pretense at 
covering his aims with die cloak of religion. Social Justice preached openly of 
violence and frankly attacked our democracy as a form of government. It used 
the technique of Nazi psychological war—aud used aiiunumtioii made in Ger¬ 
many—to carry sedition to our soldiers and war workers. 

In his new campaign, Coughlin carries the same old message, but in a dif¬ 
ferent way. Now he covers it completely ssitli the cloak of religion, lie used 
to clear the Fascists of blame for the war by blaming the democracies. Now 
he pointedly fails to mention the Fascists-and says that the war w as caused by 


•apt MUr 10, 1M* 

Up 4 mx frltadl 

Am wit* nfUlr roll by a* tu marlA mere* 
iavpar and Swftr late Vfae quI iiS — rul e of total ear. Vive /ear* 

•fo fn p*r*on a seriously considered tbs possibility of today's 
realities. tad, unfortunately, -4s* parsons today consider tbs 
possibilities of tbs realities sblob oaa fans us toaorros. 

Too desepre s more abssrful conssir lest Ion than 
tbs one I have In alnd. Hoeever, sbat I bars to srlto to you 
la this letter sill be cheerful, la tbs Ions run. If I oaa bslp < 
In explaining one phase of tbs Christian ooaoept of ear. 

far oould be regarded by Christians as * pun 1 ab¬ 
ase t laflloted by Qod upon a nation for its social sins, tbli 
is Quits different froa tbs sorldly viewpoint sblob snooorsgss 
ns to look upon ear as n oontast for liberty or as • burden l*-\ - 
posed upon us by as unjust aggressor. 

In the paragraph immediately above, Couglin outlines the major thesis which 
he sets out to prove in the remainder of his letter: The idea that this war It a 
Divine punishment inflicted on a sinful people. 

With tliat statement, lie tries to make out that the so-calh J worldly viewpoint 
is wrong when it says tliat this is a war for liberty, a war uf free men against 
slavety, a war of naVons united to protect themselves against -ui aggressor who has 
set out to rule, die world by might. Coughlin doesn t iaiciila~u Hitler or die aims 
of Fascism, die mass murder of Jews, die enslavement of a . outincut. He doesn’t 
mention the Nazi aggression against Austria, Czecla/ Slovakia. Poland, Denmark, 
Norway, Hussia, Holland and Belgium. He doesn't mention die Fascist alliance 
with the Ja[»anese, by which the united Fascists are trying to conquer die world. 
He doesn 1 1 talk of Pearl Harbor. He doesn't speak of die whole Hidcriau philosophy 
of racism and rule of might. 

He doesn't mention these things, but he denies all of them by ascribing the 
war, not to Fascism, but to Cod. lie says, in effect, that good Christians should nut 
regard diis war as a fight for our freedom. 

Such statements are best answered by an outstanding leader in Coughlin’s own 
Church, Archbishop Spellman. On Sept. 20, the Archbishop sent a pastoral letter 
to all Masses in the New York Diocese. Probably Archbishop Spellman didn't even 
know of the existence of Coughlin’s-latest outbursts, but he gave the perfect 
answer when he said: 

"Prayer, particularly public prayer, is more important to our country now 
than at any time in her history. It is also the closest bond between us aud those 
who base li ft their homes to carry our cause to the far ends of die world. 
While they Hold off die attacks of die unjust aggressor nations we kneel and 
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Charles E. Coughlin has brought his Social Justice-Christian Front fight 
against tin: nation’s war out of the uudergiouiid to which it was taken when 
Social Justice was baiTed from the United States mails because of seditiou. 

Coughlin has o[k ik(1 a national propaganda campaign winch carries to llie 
followeis of Socwl Justice these falsehoods: 

5 That the seditious line peddled in 'Social Justice’ was not seditious, was not 
cut off by Ums V. Si- mails and, inferentiulJy, is acceptable to llte United States 
government. 

^ That this is not a war for Liberty against the slavery of Fascism. 

f That Hitler and Fascisai did not bring about (his war. 

^ That it is not a war against unjust aggression. 

Now tliat tire country is deep in war, and be has'esca|HxJ tire consequences of 
his acts, Coughlin is carrying this false doctrine in personal letters to funner 
readers of Social Justice, iircludtng his seditious Christian Kroliters, lire message 
is spread on’a backgiound of cynicism, defeatism, disunity, and discouragement— 
ill the name of religion. 

To keep tire record straight at this }>oint, understand tire position of this 
Bewspa[>er: 

At the time PM first exirusod Coughlin, we said tliat we respected his religion 
and had uo urguineut with Couglilin himself so long as he was carrying on the 
functions of his high office as a priest of the Catholic Church. Tliat is still true. 
But—we did then, and we do now, have a quarrel with Coughlin when Ire be¬ 
comes a mouthpiece for the enemies wlro seek to destroy us, or wlien he uses 
his robes as a cloak for the Fascist venom of Social Justice. 

As a clergyman, Coughlin lias the blessing of all tolerant men. As a politician, 
he hap|>etis to be a liar, a false leader, a friend of our enemies and an enemy of 
our friends. 

Now, grtting Iraek to the new Coughlin campaign: 

On March .‘10 of this year, PM told tlie story of how Social Justice w.vs currying 
a seditious doctrine to members of tlie amn-d foices and war workers. Witliin 
two weeks, 43,000 PM readers wrote to Washington to demand action against 
the pubbeatiou. 

On April 14, Attorney General Biddle informed the Postmaster Ceneral tliat 
Sorted Justice was violating the 1017 Espionage and Sedition law. Social Justice 
was banned immediately from tlie mails on a teiiqairary order. A date fur a hear- 

f ’■ ' - •*••* •• *» «»»wl ! »#*-r rwtvliukiu ti tO 


Cod as a punishment fur the sins of all nations—and singles out only t! 
be says are America’s fur special mention. 

Before, his political doctrines found final expression In gutter 
like that practiced by tlie thugs of the ChmUaii Fruo. Now be cloaks 1 
cal doctrines in clerical robes, leaving his unthink*..g read*-/ as much 
on tlie facts of this war as he formerly ictt him »iifi his mure violent • 
iu Social Justice. 

Today, 9 months and 17 days since Pearl Harbor, the tune long hi 
for arguing with men like Couglilin. 

The man who denies the justice uf this naUun’s war la a traitor. A 
not an argument, but a fact. 

Below, we are reproducing la its original typewritten form Coug 
ter of Sept. 10 in its entirety. At places we have interpolated in tyj>e 
on what Coughlin Is doing and saying Wc are not doing tins tu ar 
Couglilin that our nation is right and he is wrong. That needs no i 
We are doing it to set on record the new facts about Couglilin and v 
trying to do. 

On March 30, Ralph lngersoll said this of Couglilin: 

“Charles Coughlin is malicious, contemptible, and wholly fare 
In turning the iiuiuccnt against their Government, in filling their po 
dcred heads with lies, half truths, perversions of tlie truth—iu incitin 
stable to [wtred and violence—ha fails in the must elementary oblij 
one human being to another." 

liaise statements still stand. In the light of the facts on which th 
mails were lused, t lie re is only one argument left. And tliat is witli • 
ncy General of tlie United States. The time l*a? when be must am 

Why isn’t Coughlin in jail?-JOHN P. LEWIS 

NOfF START WITH COVCHUS'S LETTERS 



M.. C,.'. . ' Ii pi, i l.., k .. l). . 

In' WtillU l<i& itHiu m) p. Ut c lint i'i ^ iilltuvi lUtUid. ii<i| li. . 1 ! picssli],. ] luM 

tii.it statement against Ins (iviiill will. Nu< I at Justice .uni tin- li’. I of the < !.. ti.il> 
Fluid, which Sought to put over till- Cllllijiliu Hull not alula' liV pollln ai action 
(if l>v material pressure liut hv fold- and violincc and thuggery us well. itcmciilhcr, 
it was (Jmidilm wlio said: "V\c will light you in Franco's wav, il necessary.” 

When lie speaks of “spiritual” actioti. reinemlier that he said lie was the 
"spliituuJ” leader of the Christian Front. 

Again, why isn't Coughlin in juili* 


On May 6, two days after Sac uil Justuc 
impended publication, the Most lies. Lsl- 
wurd Mooney, Aichhishop of Ds tioit, 
Coiiglilin's superior, lev call'd: 

. 1 had a definite anil cvplu it com¬ 
mitment from Father Coughlin on Mav 1 
tluit, from that dale forward, his sew-iaiice 


r 
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Charles is. Coughlin 


tisiwt ..... .. ..... 

C.ty tend t»aU . . 

New □ Renewal □ 

w— 1 ■" -- — — 

Name . 

Coughlin pushes membership drive for the League of tile Little Flower. 


Credit for the first public announcement of the Coughlin letter goer to the 
City ltejiorter, published by the Co-ordinating Committee for Democratic Action 

Coughlin Again Has Defied 

And Deceived His Bishop 


of all connections, whether direct or indues t. 
with the magazine would lie absolute ami 
complete. 

“Ms uudi rstuiislliig witli him is sufiis is-iitly 
broad and lirm In mimic cllsvlisilv the ir- 
iiirrinec ol auv sus.li unpleasant situation.” 

Now, Coughlin is using the Social Jnstu r 
mulling list to lurtlnr his comeback pmpu- 
ganila campaign. 

Nor is this (lie fiist time that Coughlin 
has dtlicd ami ds solved Ills Arehlnshop. 

On April 20, m.v days aft< r SucHjI Just He 
was haiilied 1 10111 the mails as seditious, 
Aichhishop Mum icy res s ale,1 that two yeais 
ago, mi May lo, l‘J It), Coughlin hail wut- 
teii him u letter disavowing all further it- 
s|M>iisilulity. (am. ran wiute: , 

'“Due to reasonv v.hieli. in my juilginent, 
are sultsl.iiiti.il, 1 vs ill nut lie responsible lor 
Social Jmtui iiiaga/ine luvoiul the issue ol 
the date ol Mav 27, 1010.** 

This Was Aii hlnslt p M"ones’* answer to 
Csiuuhhn's annstUiivs'lisi nl (he same (lav that 
lx' li.ssl the “sole le ps'iiMbilltv” foi bsclsii 
Justu e. 


Social Justice Publishing Co, Lx. 


•OVAL OAK, MOL 


JhM. 1HI 


Our Mlllitg Hit will W ttTMi ever to Tether Cowjhltn. 
sIdcc we feci that the rut oajorlty of our subscriber* wore and ere 
Father Coughlin's friends end some, perhaps, oaj 1 oar* to keep up 

oorrespotsdecoe with hie. You uy he certain that w shall never 
breach jour confidence In u hj bartering your nane which aypoor* 
n owr Mlllns list. 

Truetin* that fairer days *111 fawn upon our country 
And that It will bo possible to rent* contacts with the thousands 
of loyal readers of SOCIAL JUSTICE, nay I oonelude In the tun* of 

Cordially youra, 

SOCIAL JUSTICE POLISHING CO . INC. 


Coro gulnlan 


Last June 21, I'M published this letter showing Uiat the mailing list of Social 
Justice was being given to Coughlin. 











•r- ' 

\ ‘ : 

*;y. • 

■ - . , 


r k ! 


imsm 


'CONTINUED 


I as enclosing a petition blank for pour conven¬ 
ience. kail It tack to mo this week end I ■111 place It at the 
Altar and there will romouber your special Ideation* during tbit 
catt^elgn of prayer and pe:.anc#. 


f ' 

V, ol U l-*id 

b/ 

Al-li cue* 


And If you find It convenient, enroll some friend 
In the League of tbe Little Flower. Kot bp political action; not 

bp material pressure, but bp aplrltual action and eplrltual 
pressure can we bring happy dayo and a speedy peace altn J. 
tlce to ail. 


business reply envelope 


" Following tbe novena I plan to mall to each one 
Of you who partlo 1 patee In It a beautiful nee book on *The Life 
of tbe Little flower.” It wae written by lather butting, one 
of uy former eeelotanto, and It was <ry privilege to publlab It 
■1th the thought In mind of making It available to you. 


Shrine 


I reoognlif pour deelre to cooperate In helping 
placate the offended Qod for our many eoclel elae and your 
further doelre to eltueee a epeedy end Juet peace deecend upon 
eur troubled land and the whole world. 


in Inisincs* illicit- 


■ lth kludeet regards to you: self end members of 
pour family whoee friendship I esteem, may X remain 


Devotedly pours 


APPLICATION CARD 

(Wrlto AUuitA. V-diK, > 


PS If a year has elapeed.sli.ee you last associated yourself 
■ 1th the League, kindly eo h.cl.slt In anu«eili.g lUt letter. 


YVULiug to talc part lu lltc religious odd.1.-us of Uu U 
Li l Li o tiower, I hereby male application to La^ouio (mu cl m 


lioiwUi Is tiicloucd . . 

lor U.c League c» diO UUlu lloacr for the per;*,. <j» 


.MiuTimUiU 
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REPORT MADE BY 

BGG:« 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTEfNAL SECURITY - M 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


On8 EDDIE BURKE, financially interested in 
Evans Products Company, Jackson, Mississippi, 
reported making frequent trips from Detroit 
to Jackson by plane and to be possibly engaged 8 
in impregnation of ammunition cartons to 5 

cause subsequent combustion. BURKE idsnti- ^ 
fied as Father CHARLES EDWARD OOGHLIN, travel- S 


rS'y'yi t ing inCQ wuw mam u puoxiciw. A*oanea lunae c l A 

1 c>;L v *«*> = 

JY V Products Company, successors to Evans Products £ Xy- ^ 

\ Vo CoB P®'J r » for purchase of Jackson plant l. u 

\ L ,• -v £ 8 L EJ < 

-0- ,, R 

A?‘r -//A. i 

REFERENCE:a Bureau letter dated Decmnber 8, 1942 und er\'r 11 

-- - ..- SSSa aT mM s mf I ’f7 MwLsiisa. 

■-■-‘--’••I - «D§ai-rcTi' ;i. --k 

K« Of 

' ® With referenced letter, the Bureau enclosed a copy of a letter 

received from the Military Intelligence Division of the War Department 
which disclosed information received from a confidential informant in 
Jackson, Mississippi, to the effect that he had encountered a man wearing 
clerical garb and using the name EDDIE BURKE. During the course of the 
O yr^idng EDDIE BURKE identified himself as Father CHARLES EDWARD COUGHLIN. 
AccwtGtt£>ftd^ttf\e informant, this Individual was financially interested 
in wBEjans Products Company, which maintains plants both at Jackson, 
i£g Mississippi and at Detroit, Michigan, and he was supposed to make fre- 
c - qhen^lfcjLaS' from Detroit to Jackson by plane. It was suggested that 
BURKE migHt' b%J engaged in the impregnation of ammunition cartons manu- 

- in such a manner as to cause their 


Lto J,o avoid publicity. Loaned funds g ‘ c 


'to National Wood 

Products Company, successors bo Evans Products £y 
Company, for purchase of Jackson plant.^tV 

• C - * * 


■BEOI-FCTP 71, 1- 

MZt Of RE\±Lf 1/ 


5 - Bureau 




REPORT MADE AT 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


TITLE 


FATHER CHARLES EDWARD 
Eddie Burke , 


ID COGHLIN, v 


with alias 


10O-U13 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 
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COPY 

V.*n DlAaFT.Il .7 
.l^E.TIAL 
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Haiti ore, Maryland 
February 10, 194? 


-Subject: "Father Couyhlin Activity in Philcaelphia, Pennsylvania", 
turnery cf Information: 

. The follov.lr.c portion of ar. investigation report on Private John 
jNi;!miihan, Jr., AS.! 3-641 j.' 3 . Fort Fix, ..'em Jersey, race at Fort fix, 
: ?,• Jersey, Janu ry 4?. 194/ is cuoted: 

"On the ripht of January 19, i?A/, subject \,as contacted by a 
represent'tive of this office, end after a 
in- informtion v s obtained: 


en.rthy convcrSitl-- tne l ol.. _v- 


4. Subject visited Phi-' delA/ii: on, Sunday afternoon and eve.ii.ir, 
Jnuary 17 , 13/', vl-.cre he sn "F >S0 ii-.d. An' -Y. It and ,r i:A\c A AO ., 
three i o-.cn very active i: Cev.fhlini. e groups. \ ' 

P. Su' j- ct saic that --.rn. AO'" Id had beer, to V.- r-Mn i ~ton, 1. C. 

In rt * cek i ith And . C.'.TA; I A . I' to cn.lf 

CL FA >• r ' ", (Ferubiicen, ’Ich 1'mn). ; A 


er ■. it:'i F" n?- .1 ."T_ l.v. 




cuajcct rr'ertec, 

h: r irrui-ed rFIs" A to use her ■ : teri*l ir. bin ..rejected Lnvestir.-.tiou 
of "internationalist" rryi vie- ti -.s. Subject said th. t HCIAA..., us now 
reach* to pet rt the "r? 1 issue" and to expose theV rVLish If - A J- Lch 
".srlc Government" plot. Accordiu_ to subject, FA A. Y.dfl i-Iid feels 
A OAF Id! should ~o ahe-d \ ith the ir.ve stir; tion, anc v.ill offer *..h:t help he 
cm.. If A. SOAlFi told, subject the t a i omen fro", the ! invert named FA _,i.! 

SC’.’TfsTd.Of is to be brou~ht tc ’ ashir.rton for conference vitr. KJFllllI. 
I!lLr\,CV'Y is said to be a \ o*tji of 6d or 6? v.mo hrs s..c-r.t all her money 
y: thcrinr evidence of the "Jr ish vorlc clot". Subject said th: t AAf. A. IF. 
•:f Philadelphia, i.hore L: te husbma left her z su' startial ler; cy, promIced 
.452*22 lor I FIFA ?7’'Y , s tr. ns ■ *>rt:t'.on east. a. ”IK is believed tr. c;r« 
a substantial br.hinr business. 

C. Subject said the t Arc. AO lies a son i. the Army, first r.ane 


distribution: 

'I', Phi"roelohia 
rri, Pnaj.cc.cl ra 
At 
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undetemined, v.ho i? a clos^ friend of subject c.tr active '~l the -.ov-vent. 
VVX: V' c in tr. ini'.'' t Cr;.-.: ^r:ft l 
tr;ini'" then? 1 ?t Autun. 


t tic -.i e subject r tre-rfoin" sic 


* f v- . v-> 


to reject, * : uor- 

to the Philadelphia >;: vy I -.re , is enr- “ed at the number:- - of Icyrear ulo 
h"ve teen hired z t hi" Ytrc . marently the Cou“hlinitc erou‘. ir. Phlla — 
c'.elnhi- would like to make r.n if‘ue of this. 


T . cub j*=ct r rV •. bl’t tl" t-ou'hlir.i* "s rad held a 'ood-rirec 

.ti:p I - . Phi* *'■ ■ i:: V - ' *‘t oath. ** . , G!!L? * . 71!i, v.ho f'r~=rly 

~rr -rd • c.r :~x * i -icr for the " Ttf III i Cl" ITT;**, offer c to 
. s- k at the me ctin 5 ut f r ror. r r*: von ;• prevented, h* - the Cou'hli. in ■■ 

. aer . She 1- dei to b sir ' f v cbptly scnt ft inutcr ter tifyinr 
V f or- . Cm re. s in: 1 cor: it tee about the menace of the Jr s and thec;-re 
*. • r entitled k /.-•In the Ccu id_ir.it" r. 


T. j ct .-aid th t "IS- c'V.lll recently c lied: tl 
dclnhif- r 1 office .n' reru-fed t'. t they investi.: tc a lectur n i 
"u*cu". cf i.ir..l Hater" vl" v.';• "liv rc-Frltirk sceccher. Sac 


. l - 
•! the 
: ve 


v~>T w 


... r rerr. 


I. if', j-ct r: if ho h'- ‘ teen in .'a. York or, the weekend cf January 

3-’ ?, 1 •*>!',w.i ; It raiu th-t ’ T. ' :■ J/ITFSKFLIX- h just r turned from 
• virit : iti\:.1 Chihli: in 'oy-i 0: k, ' ichi",n. Subject • ::.:?ct: to 
te l "II tlir co in ' • r’icr.i r -yt fine out viv t Cf’JC-H'l.,' ie coin • ns hov 
successful hi? tour r.f tl.v ’'ic.vcst strter really i f. Subject r it CII.l. 
is the rriert of :'-ly Ir.rccnce Church on Vert 37th Street, Innh'ttr-n. 

II. Subject sricS^/.T.-r? IIF.SL cf Cuecr.F nad. written hi" . letter, 

but tut the Fcrt Lie: fort Office had returned it narked "Unable to Locate". 
:ILS2., raid subject, is one of the active Couyhiinite priests in Cueene 
County. 


\ I. Subject r-: orted that in Xr, York he her s;c v en '..1th JCKl 

1 LMAl, c. foraier r.ior.ber of th:- CKl.I'TI.dl FRC.T. SM-l HAl* if nc . c :nei :ber 
cf. the Ng* York Str.te Guard; he told subject that theGuarfs policy vas 
rtr.ictly c.nti-Sei,-.itic; no Jcv.s alloved in the Guard. SK71-IL-.X uar delighted 
at the fre: t nur.ber of Christian Fronters who are •oerabers -f the Gua.ri; he 
intiri'.cted that the Lnr^c majority of the enrollment in lev. York City is 
Christian Front or of like r.entflity. Sillil-idl and subject tailed of the 
potential usefulness of the State Guard, vith such a :r.enlershin, in the 
co.uinp "trouble" with the Jev.s. 

J. Subject leerned that at the recent funeral of Col. Anderson of 
the old b^th Eminent, rr f --1 numb err of Christian ironterr attended. CGI. 
Jill T. I.ICUT and. hir son, Cl -T. J^Kl 7. l-.CiFT, Jr., v.ere both rreccnt, as 
i ell r.r a hip coiti r-nt fro- the State Guard, v.-hich a op rently hani led the 
rilitcry honors. 
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K. Subject mentioned th't C^UGKbll established Is st y:.r an honor— 

,,ry society lor Gcughlinites in the U.S. ^rry, called trX^ET. ? r I• f'TI.'.b 
F:iw.LE. Members of this brira.'e ere give:: a St. oebartiih re dal by 

COUGH .11 says less every noon, before the Shrine of St. Sebastian 
in his loyal Oak Chapel. Tne r.a men cf all tl.e members are inscribed in 
the ’..alls arouna the- shrine, ax number so many tkousana that they have 
spread- to the v.alls of anoth- r shrine besic-.e St. Seb; sti-n. Subject says 
C'UGHII! uses this reiirlous org'niaetion •£ a method of kee-ing ir. touch 
v.it.h his followers in uniform. Investigatory rill try to get s description 
of the St. Sebi stian Vedsl for ‘.centlficeti'n -ur poser. 

L. Subject shorec invertin'tor a Special Telivery letter he hod 
just \ ritten to a Captain denser (spelling indistinct) of the Vary Eepart- 
uent a Chief of a; vy belief. The letter v,-.s written on behalf d* F. T!'i 

1 ?! \’ThF7, asking hnvy r-elief to pay for lUrJET's hoagit.l ti'lr, at le st 
IUF}~ hurt his bad: in the Forman, ie fire. Subject raid IUIFIj i s ad?car 
the lorn. r. ie to save the crov , whom he apparently kne: befor the fire. 
.Investi rater gat be rec tint D(/Til was a chaplain for the French sailors and 
k.vcv. hi-- va.y around the shi y . 


5 OO 
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!!. Subject v.a a pleased at the number of men \in his outfit v.ho see 
eye to eye rith hi. politically. He said that Jdil -K; FACE, ran: unde term, 
vho is of Italian descent, is v.ith "us" in hitir.- the Jers, Hussia, Erltain, 


Chin-', the .-resident, th 


v.t.r A 


my life, etc. 


sua ._ieo r.xm vu 


several 


anti-Semitic stories. PAH. also told of hearing a drunken sailor vdno had 
been in a Facific battle describe the battle to a crowd in Pennsylvania 
Station, and end up by blaming it all on the "Jems", the British, and the 
rar-mon~ers. 

'!. Subject told investigator the usual collection of anti-Semitic 
and anti-British stories. Post of them shov.ed "Jewish control" of the Army 
and the ^cninistrr.ticn, or Eritish cowardice or British arrogance- He said 
he and 11SS VldiAHOl* in Philadelphia had talked v.ith a drunken task-force 
soldier v.ho refused to salute a Jev ish-looking officer who passed. The soldiei 
said all the men in his outfit were waiting until they reached the other side 
before shooting all the Je- ish officers in their outfit. ME 15 McHAHOa and su' ; 
were pleased, but cautioned the soldier not to tell too many Deople about it. 
This and similar stories demonstrating pote.ntion mutiny and disintegration 
of morale are the type which subject tells to anyone vho will listen. Ke 
never questions the veracity cf anyone v.ho gives him a useful anti-Semitic 
or anti-allied-n- tion story. One theme he is developin'- now is th't the 
recent news from Chungking that China is becoming annoyed at the lack cf lenc- 
lease shipments proves C0UGH1I1' s contention that sooner or later China and 
Japan will make peace ar.d America will have to fight both of then, v.ith 
Russia thrown in Subject's anti-war bias eva.nora.tes at the or os ect of 
this kind cf a war. 

0. Subj-ct said th't one of thr> best bocks vroving the pJ'Frre l' son 
riot" arainrt Christianity was written by I ..Thr . I'/'CAKI L of bu.llin, Irel- nc., 
entitlecJXfRFE lASClRY AliL C.-RISTIMiTY. Subject said JOKl CASSIEY, as veil 
as many other Couahiinitoi, have copier of this boo!:. Subject related I'iss 
lEciAHON's advice that there is a "good" bookshop in Philadelphia where such 
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products f.re on sale. It is the olr'est bookstore i:: the citj', she told 
subject (possible S7J..?.? IS ...KY CO., 9 South 9th Street.) 

?. ?. Subject g,-ve further evidence of the split vithir. the Catholic 

Church in teltine thr.t fATkit DUFFLE had received a pamphlet fro\ the 
Rational Catholic \ elf-re Conference, headed by Father Michael J.Viendy, 
Y.ashington, T. C. This pamphlet documented the Pope's denunciations of -vazi 
atrocities aryin't Catholics in Germany. LUFFIIE sent it back to the 1CCV.C 
lith a curt note-a skins v.hy they sent hiJ.*. such stuff v.hsn he had never 
received any like material about the Reds' atrocities against priests and 
nuns in Spain, France, or Mexico. Subject said "onsignor Ree.cy is a 
"Roosevelt man", uhich explains his anti-Nazi stand. 
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Lo* Angalea, Calif. 


-• 5 r\, t ^ ♦ | i*' i 

Left , fai Diego at 7:30 A«lf.* Arrived la L.A. .'about 11:00 
Idit L.A. at 8:1S F.U. and arrived in San Diego at about 11:30 F.M. 

• :4;' ' • • / • 

Upon arrival in Los Angelas triad t# reach Toroeian and Valab by 'phone to make tppoil 
oatrta, but no answer at wither fleet. Tried several times without success and then we| 
0»t 


DOUGLAS AIRCRAFT 
8ANTA MONICA. 
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F Car-Fico-to end of the line and bus to the plant. Asked for Fred Outhan, in charge 
Plant Protection--girl in charge of offioe did not know him but at that moment a mar. 
was waiting there for eoae one else spoke up and informed me that Fred Outhank was ov| 
at the Long Beach Plant; be said he was a friend of Outhank. I would not say this fej 
who was a veil groomed man, was a 'wise guy' but he somewhat gave me a wise look, box 
winked his eye and indirectly asked me if there was anything he could do or tell ma. 
mentioned that it was a personal matter; thanked him and went on my way. I then retu:| 
to thd city. 

I again 'phoned Valsb and talked with Mrs Welsh who stated that they had been down tc 
during the early part of the afternoon end that Ur. W was now sleeping. She told me 
be leaves for work at about,4:30-5 and works at night returning at about 5 in the moi 
I asked bar if W had mads any progress and ebs answered "nothing to speak of on tccoi 
of his work". I told her I might—nothing surs--ses W or 'phone him at about 10 in tl 
morning. She invited me to come out to the home and spend the night there but this ie 
something I would not do on account of W not being there, sltbo I have been invited 
both of them to remain there over night. After talking with Ura W I then 'phoned th^ 
home of Mu Toroeian and talked with Urs T. Uax had not errived home from work—wort 
7 AM to 3 F.U. and about the latter stated time ehe goes to work at one of the local 
hospitals. I told here to leave word with Uax that I would be out during the aftern<j 

C. LEON de ARYAN 
PUBLISHER-EDITOR OF "THE BROOM" 

SAN DIEGO. 

Near the corner of S.Hill St. and 5th. I met end shook hands with the above named. 11 
have known thia fellow for quite some time; in fact have spoken on the same platform! 
with him, but on subjects other than his. I have opposed him, in fact; yet we are w| 
might bq termed 'friends who will stand and talk'. The reason I bring this meeting 
in this report is that in most minor, yet, possibly 'important', respect, he is a m 
character, having’sojourned' in a Washington D.C. jail for some few months, having cl 
dictied on charges of sedition; having uttered and published certain seditious state] 
in his publication "THE 3R00U". In the past I would take THE BROOM from him whenevt 
jjould Bee me on the street or cell at the office, but never subscribed altho he ask< 
^jpjuneroue times. I merely took the paper—well, he wes in politics in t mea6ure--so •. 
<r At}d furthermore I wanted to know just what he was printing. DeAryan has placed plt< 
•ctjd banners on his back, has boycotted places; one in particular being WHITNEY'S—a 
store—beaded by a rather prominent gentleman who identifies himself in civic affaii 
in War Loan Drives; of Jewish extraction, I 'believe'! I regard him very *ell. de*j 
also haa been 'ushered' into the San Diego bay by union affiliates or rie 

is the type, who, if you give him enough time, will find himself in 'trouble' — ^ust 
type-1 have never been able to fully understand him--have thgu^rt thax ne 'Must be '| 
sized' or supported by some one or some 'interest'—he hat 


seen able 


to 'get by' in 


V 
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manner or other. I could not see where he could exist on the income from "The Broc . 
Pardon my personal reference in this matter, but at one time I was the highest elective 
official of Townsendisu in Southern California. So that I shall not be misjudged in the 
issue, permit me to state that I never did subscribe to the idea of j;200 a month—I ttlki 
"To pay the aged in accordance with the yield of tax imposed upon'the turn-over or po..er 
of the dollar, be it ,60-70-80 or ?—the $200' a month idea 'killed' it and I told 'em it 
would--to a great extent. Well, anyway, deAryan was opposed to it and our pathways crcss< 
many tirneB, in fact he wrote me up in the "3room several times and paid me tnis comylimer 

—if 'compliment' it might be called; "Ur. --made a beautiful spench, but said notrj 

—and then another one: "Ur. --spoke long beyond his alloted time because the nucienc 

applauded him and asked him to", well, anyway, I know de Aryan and so we stopped and chs| 
near the corner of Hill and 5th. He asked me when I reached L.A. and I tcld him tnst I 
had come up this morning. "Well, did you read in yesterday's paper in San Diegc anything 
about another indictment of me?" I told him that I had not read anything about it. He 
then said that there had appeared cn article about it in the Los Angeles papers. I then 
somewhat sympathized with him and asked him as to just what had happened and whom he tkou| 
was responsible for this indictembnt. "Oh, no one but the Jews," he answered. "They are 
behind it, but they don't realize the good they ere doing for me. It will cost me about 
$2000 to defend myself, but they don't know that this has great value to me in an adverti| 
ing way, whick will return several timea that amount to me, I never knew I had ao many 
■ friends thruout the United States. I hear and receive support from many whom I do net 
know who wrote me end got in touch with me after they put me 'away* in u&shington. ,<e 
exchanged various other remarks and then I left him. I am in poeition to 'follow up' at 
any time it may be desired* de Aryan may not be the 'nut' many folks judge him to be, cuj 
be surely can'kiss himself into trouble'. 

MAX TOROSIAN 


I just don’t know what to say about Max. I wanted Max to take up our 'program' but he m: 
not be as 'game' as I thought he wsuld be. I do know he is not a 'heavy intellectual'. Hi 
wife will have to help me--I feal sure of that. Max was not telling me very much—conver¬ 
sation setmtd to lag a bit end so I spoke right out and said : "Max, do you want to do 
tha work; do you want the job?" "Oh yes, I watt to do something for my country; yes, I 
want to do the work," he eaewerad. "Wall, Max I have an idea that there is something both 
ing you; something that is holding you back. Let ua be frank about this and tell me just 
what ia in your mind," I stated. "Well, a fellow has got to be sure of what he is doin_. 

I taka your word for it, but wall—", ate. I knew what was in hie mind. While he v/anteb 
to taka my assurance for tha fact that everything was just right and that he would be serv 
ing tha bast interests of hiB country in doing this work. Well, I did not know exactly 
what to do or say in Max's case. I did have with me my reference portfolio, containing 
many letters from high class individuals and I brought this out for Max. In the first plu 
I told hia that I 'loved life, liberty and tha pursuit of happiness’ as well as he does 
and that I would not ba found doing anything for interests other than of and for my own 
country. I ALSO TOLD HIM THAT IN 30MS RESPECT I WAS IN HIS HANDS AND THAT IF I ifiSRS DCI’.iG 
ANYTHING TOR SPECIAL INTERESTS TO RUNG AGAINST MY COUNTRY, THAT ALL K2 7/OUID HAVE TC DO 
TOU1A) BE TO TURN MS IN. I assured him that everything was just 'tops' and that he need n 
no fear Just so long as.he spoke the right word for and in behalf of his country and tritu 
to influepse in such Banner. I hurriedly want over the numerous lettara I had and said 
that units* I war* right I could not bar# obtained such favorable references. I do not kuc 
^ whether or not X ioU Max on my position—the future will tall. Mentioned had been made 
of the happening at Chriatmaa ti»a, in New York, when Archoiship Tourian was assassinated 
'while solehrntiag nasa in th* Araenian Church there. However, ha aasured me that he does 
not faar anything and would ba willing to do the work if he felt sure that he would be 
working for tha hast interests of his country. In the end, he gave me assurance that he 
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felt everythin*, ms OK and that he would do the beat he could but that he would take it 
'slowly and safely'. I agreed with him that this was the thin$ for him to do. He told me 
about talking with several German people and with a coi|ie of his own race and nationality 
and stated that he had talked with one fellow in particular, to whom he had mentioned about 
'joining up'. He said this fellow had mentioned that Max would have to attend every meeting 
otherwise they would fine him $10—to this I said that I did not believe this was their 
policy, but that the fellow might have been testing him out a bit. I did not follow thru 
on these references—felt it better to permit Max to open up these leads himself and then 
I will 'work' on him. I cannot tell you just what Max will do; I have hopes, yat I feel 

he might still have a reservation of some sort in his mind. Max drove me over to Compton 

and I left him in the vicinity of the SMITH FOOD MARKET on E. Compton Blvd. 

SMITH METRO PCLITnN MARKETS. 

240 E. CGMFTCN BLVD. 

COMPTON, CALIF. 

This was the matter referred to me by Walsh, in re Communism. I went into the place and 
the/first clerk I approached, acted as tho he had not been paid for about a month—he had 
c grouch on and sent me to another clerk. This man referred me to the office upstairs. I 
west around the rear and upstairs. I spoke to the young lady who said she was the secretary 
to Mr. Smith. The first clerk I spoke to mentioned that the Notional Guard unit/ to which 
Col. Smith had been attached was 'broken up'. He said this when I asked for 'Col' Smith. 

The young lady wanted to know ray 'mission' the nature of my business. I first told her it 
was personal to which she said 'that will not do-I must know what you want to talk with 
Mr. Sv.ith about' I than told her that I ..as connected with the Assessor's Office altho 

I did not want to talk taxation. She insisted upon knowing the nature of my call before 

referring the matter to Mr. Smitn, who by the way was not there then, in fact was only at 
this establishment between 11 and 12 each day. I said that I would call again some day 
between 11 and 12 and would take - chance on seeing Mr. Smith on ay personal appeal. I 
judged her to be a'small town secretary' —yet there may be something about Mr. Smith woich 
would call for tnis lTr.u o.’ approach. Under this same herding I noted that there are 
about four other stores— No 1—2615 S. Western Ave. No 4 1008 E. Washington Bldg. No 14 
--11172 Lou_ 2e cn diva. Me 19 - 1451 .<• Washington 3lvd. It may be recilled from previous 
report th-t Smith is the man who had trouole with the Jonmunists of Coapton, ns relates to 
me by Welsh. In any ever.a I uio not see Saith today. 


I then returneu to L.-.. and want out to the home of-- 

LoU .woSu.it 
3a/— —» ~i 3r... 5.. 


There was nc or.e at hose. I waited around for about one half nour ait then returneu Lo 
the city. I later 'pnensd the home—no response. 
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Ei loans out hsre to 7 .-'•non Calif or nit?, where he net Aba Attell end won the jorld's Zn: .;pi:. 
ifiip. Iii loter years itilbane was elected te the State legislature in Chio, but Dunn vcl. 

■ae that he ..as defeated at the lrst election because he \ir .s not 'regular' Dunn said t nat 
Eilbans was 'flirting' Ground v/ith lobbyists too much end the'party chieftons' advised hiT. 
not tc h-.ve toe much tc to with then and Kilbane thought they had a. 'helavat. lot of serve 
trying to tall him what to do and he peristed in this program with the result tb't at the 
last election the party leaders went out against him and nis defeat was the result. Dunn 
also told me cf the fact that a number of years a^o, Hickey McBride and Dan Hanna of 
Cleveland put hits on their payroll at )5Q a weak—at that time Jimmy was good 'copy'—that 
was when Jimmy was quite a prominent figure in sport circles. Dunn brought down a 'heavy' 
prospect to Bun Diego about a month or so ago—however he took him back to L.A. as a 
defeated he: vy weight. Jimmy Dunn et the present time represents a news service of some 
kind — horse race information and gets around quite a bit. I feel that based upon our 
past relationship, that I coulu cell on Jimmy at any time to 'help a bit' a.lon M proper 
lints. He is quite closely connected with the Coliseum up there in Los Angeles. There s 
seme cf these things I mention so that knowledge may be had and the future may develop 
the program in such a manner cs will justify using some of these connections. 


CCUSHLIN. SlUTH, TO .A.' SE./D: 

There is an aaded word I desire to mention in connection with Townsendism. In 1936 I went 
back tc Cleveland to attend the Townsend Convention held in the Civic Auditorium, sent 
there by the Townsend cr„anizrtion here in San Diego. Yes, I saw and heerd a number cf 
'swell spell-binders', including Father Coughlin, whom I knew personally, and Gerald K.L. 
Smith, whom I also met at Cleveland, I became disgusted with the program and the orc.tor.- 
cal 'bombast' of these I have mentioned, and the fact that these 'opportunist pirates' 
had taken over the convention that I left the convention on Saturday and went over to 
Detroit. Cn Sunday I journey out to Royal Oak, to the Church of The Little Flower, intenc 
ing to tell Father Coughlin that I did not like his talk—this would not have made much 
difference with him I know—but he was not there and I left for California at about 2:3C 
that afternoon. From Victoryville California I sent a telegram to the local Townsend 
headquarters tendering my resignation as a member of the 20th. Congressional District 
Board, of which I was chairman at the time. We must concede the 'palM' and the 'speaking| 
honors' to Coughlin and Smith—they surely know how to 'orate'—of course an organizttion 
such as the Townsend organization would prove a mighty fine vehicle upon which to 'ride' 
--and they surely gr>t on, and when they did, 'yours truly' got off. However I was only 
'local small fry'. 

I 'phoned Lira ,ialsh from the station and told her I would not 'phone or call tomorrow buv 
would see ./ on my next trip and that in ;; 
work interferes somewhat. : 


the meantime he should 'get busy'. His night 


^Comment ^-Pro^ram rather 'slow' 
accomplished nothing todry-tried.) 

From Peoples ..orld: Carlson's "Undercover" reviewed by MARY PARKS, Wednesday Oct 6 8P.M. 

110V S. LaBrea. Admission free. (,/anted to be there) Y/ho is Mery Ptrk| 

EDUCATION FOR VICTORY^ Los Angeles Worker's School Fall Term begins Oct 18 Registration now| 
open. Descriptive catalog sent upon request. Write or 'phone 212 W* 3rd St. MI 5303. 
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Information has been received from a source considered to be 
highly reliable to tne effect that, Fr.^Coughlin will snortly make 
an entry into public life again. / * C 

'Ll y >^ > , 

-* *****' 

Indeed the conditions under wnicn he is allowed to made this 
return have already been agreed to by the Catholic Cnurcn alter 
voluminous correspondence. One of the conditions is that ne nc 
resume publicat'on of the paper Social Justice^y ^,g yn 

t mnid ftY 

Tne fight to return .Coughlin to public liiewas led by Fr. 

^Salanis of thettjrder (jf^apuchin Monks witn headquarters on it. 

Elliot Street, Detroit, Michigan in a church over 100 years old. 

Fr. Salanis exercises great influence throughout the Catholic 
world, in fact he is regarded as a S a int among millions of Catolics, 
or rather we should have said by millions of Catholics. In fact it is 
believed that his influence is far greater than the Archbishop of this 
area. Millions of Catholics regard Fr. Salanis as a healer and 
believe that he iias the power to heal by merely touching the 
ax’flicted person. He is reported to be over 90 years of age. 

It is further reported that on the occasion when Fr. Coughlin 
endorsed the presidental candidate, Lenke, that the Pope had been 
burning the wires to get the Archbishop to persuade Coughlin to 
not baqJ^Lenke. The Pope through his political contacts knew that 
Lemke v/<6uld ne^er poll the 9,000,000 votes which Coughlin announced. 

In fact Coughlin went so far as to announce publicly that if Lenke 
did not poll this number of votes, hie Cougnlin, would retire from 
public life. It must be remembe"ec Lnat at this tine Coughlin was 
often able to bulldoze about ha^f of Congress and Senate into line 
and Lhiat he,“+Townsend and Hueyij'Cbng formed an almost unbeatable coalition 
of forces, '^ut Coughlin latched his wagon to Lemkes star and the s^jir 
turned out to be merely a feeble light that flashed dimly in trie w 
political constellation and then dimmed forever. Lenke got less rii&un * 
1,000,000 votes and Coughlin’s stock fell enormously. |ek 

-» £ ' 

Nov. 20th, 190 GeralcP0mith ’ softerica Fi rst meeting at K ^ 
Igass Technical high School Mr. Smith made the announcement that 
' Fr. Coughlin might shortly return to public life. Evidently Smith 
has gotten wind of tne negotiations in the Church. 

Your reporter considers the return of Coughlin to public life 
to be the starting of a series of historical events tliat may retire 
the Roosevelt dynast;-' to private life. 
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Boston Fronters | 
to Fete Coughlin ' 

A new slant on the anti- 
Semitic outrages In the greater 
Boston area was indicated by 
the announcement of a "blrlh- 
"5ay dinner” for Cha rles E . 
•-Coughlin In that city. 

The“ announcement of the 
dinner, scheduled for October 26, 
at New England Hall In Boston, 
appeared In the October 16 Issue 
of the Gaelic American, a New 
Yoric newspaper which sports a 
front page column by Edward 
Ledge Curran, the "Father 
Coughlin of Brooklyn.” 

Bruc^aiutchlnson of 69 Wood- 
ward tJfreet, Dorchester, Mass., 
and Mrs, L. _Q .,yjfacKaHy. 126 
Cliff fioatf.Kfllton, Mass,, 'ar6 
named tn the Gaelic American 
article as persons to contact lor 
dinner engagements. 

The guest of honor, publica¬ 
tion of whose rabid "Social Jus¬ 
tice" was suspended last year by 
lthe government, Is described by, 
|lthe Gaelic American as deserv-l 
| lng the ‘love and respect" of 
(the people of BosWh. 
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The r.ewscaper n Kl ,! for inarch 17, 1944, (co r ” r attachtd,, carries.’.’. ‘ ”, ' 

,, , , * 1 .. . . , ' . . ' isy bcahiri 

cor.siceratle publicity ol a ratr.er ser.satior.sl nature relative to 

Tether Coughlin and his alleged continuec seditious activity. Beginning 

or: page 3 8 lengthy article appears tracing lather Coughlin's activities - 

back to 1936 purportedly in an effort to shov that he is a lascist anc a subversive 

er/_ has uor.e a lot against the war effort. Fur the more, on page 2 of the paper, 

sor.eti.inj of an editorial, in the forr. of a plea aacressed to ti.e attorney General, 

is set iortli petitioning the Attorney General to prosecute Father Coughlin for sedition. 


The basis of this charge and plea is a statement to ti.e effect that during 
the current Lenten Season Father Coughlin has been delivering serr.o.ns at his r.oyai Oak, 
Lichignn Church and allegedly giving expression to seditious state;.eats, "r..." says 
ti.at Victor r.iesel, a reporter for tiie Lev; York Post, covered one of these serr.ons and 
renortec lather Coughlin as having stated "It natters r.ot v.hat ralitary force wins the 
war" rh’T.s notea that neither I-.ieseliDr "Plf" explain the general text of Father 
Coughlin's serr.on or advance other details as to the corxsnts surrounding this 
alleged dissertation on the part of Father Coughlin. 


Asice frorri this reported "expose" it is noted that since the spring of 1VA2 
ti.e Bureau has received no substantial information to indicate that Father Coughlin 
has been engaged in any possible seditious activity or, for that natter, in any 
extended activity of any type whatsoever. You vail recall that in Lay of lyd2, 

Father Coughlin's publication "Social Justice" was banned from the nails by the Post 
Office Departnent. Prior to that tine ti.e Bureau had conducted considerable inquiry 
concerning the priest and of course all of this information was sent to the Criminal 
Division. The Criminal Division did not incicate that any prosecution was warranted 
and when Father Coughlin^ s publication was uanned from the mails and hq otherwise 
became inactive, the case was closed, that is, in the spring of ly42. 


ACTION — This publicity is being brought to your attention as a natter of 
information ana inasmuch as the Departnent has not indicated that prosecution ol' .. 

Coughlin is justified and has not requested further investigation, no f u rther action 
is contemplated. It is notea that the publicity in "Plf" is directed to the Attorney J 
General and that no mention is mace of . the "Bureau"in connection with the request that; 
Coughlin be prosecuted for sedition. 

• (fJvi\i ' 



Respectfully, ^ r t 

0 v/ Y4~ tUft' 

f) t/JjLL. o J vi-G XI ' £ ‘ 

F. L. Welch • • 20 t-q 4 


(INFORMATIVE MEMORANDUM - NOT TO EE SENT TO FILES SECTION) 
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.l>u<: Xiii]/ Correspondent 

Detroit. Mar. lti—Father C'ouslilin is coming 
hack. I 

The Detroit radio priest, silent since the go>em¬ 
inent banned his Social lust ice magazine from the 
mails, is making political speeches again. 

I sat with 1.000 of his fciiov u:> la-! nig!!' in the au'h- 
toriant of his ir.r.rliie-s'tucMcd. S5.0pO,(n» i Shrine of the Little 
' Flower at nearby P.oyal C);k and-heard him attack biitatn. 

I Russia and the war. - I 

1 heard him charge, in hi> CVPI IlCil/p ; 

old Hood-and-thunder Crt:fh- LAwLUulIL 
; bh st> le. that it math rs .,01 ] ;4fd speech wot, a pi .. far 

witat military force wins t'it- o u shippii'.p of loud i- N,, o.--. 
vvar •• euplrd Kuropr "Sotnc 70 per tent 

“Pells- nwn trv In simplify >h- ol d ,’ iid J l ' n , a V’ 

war." he said ‘••They My ths- ?" d bloerting to death b.,ae«r ol 
Il.is is a war between goad n.cr,; lh js■ war, he warned 
an,: had; the Alttes and In, A. .a; 1 .. A ^“f r h 

lUbcttv and a.-rression That is ,hc P 1 ? 5 "'' r “'> ,. or "" c '^ on , 
not right. It .a satd hr men with d' op:r hr sa.d “wr arc waking 
• hole mine minds. They Jc them »uper...i b> *Uiv;r.~ the f,t 
i know their history." - ; ,u:c t-.no|«-.,i. generations , 

Denies Pcm.K-r.cy right. ' Sl > < Fnsl.vcd 

Against Tol.m.rlsnlsm Ary.ns' o( linli. 

T k.,,, ... Ih.i he - was 'If <*«-n said that he wished his 


.1 I > 


what military force wins tin* 
war.’* 

*‘P»Mly mm try to simplify ’h* 1 
war." ho said "They wy tha* 


Denies Democracy I'lshli 
A if l Inst Totalitarianism 

I hoard him say that he "was 


^ V 


' not ore.“red to say Wl a caused at.tien.-e -would und-.s.and that 
<! The P '!- 5 c .the 37JAXMOO Jr.dia.-. Hindu, 

t ■ -Some say lhal they see a con * ,nd not the C.pi mans, are th-- real 
.'Ifllct between democracy and tek I • unaPed"^ !■»«?.' 
Mtahtarianism." he shouted down |- “ nd " d jf h f - E because ol 

■| his listeners from « "So. because mv talk tonight 

* lighted pc!;,it. high on a balcony. , c nn Auer the W.ir What” 1 re 

f | “Bui that's ,i-.M nght. This „ , ^ Xr the war wc win I 

- not a war between despotism am, JT^ter a pcr.od ol tiansilion and 
< tberty. for "here Is there libcrh lhcsl . w . 0 , kin| , propip, lhc , peo- 
in Russia and India. Those wIn,pj 0 0 [ i nd | a America. France,| 
think this Is only a war between jItaly. Germany and Ilussta must 

good and bad men arc lerrltle realize that tho age of this mate 

analysts. Irialism Is over or the war will 

‘They are tho same type of have boon fought In vain/' ho 
men who promised to make the Shouted, hanging half out of the 
• world sale lor democracy in 1914- tittle balcony. 

1918. They are lying now, Just j Father Coughlin's meltings, al 
as they lied then r/.afce though ^publicized, have been 

prorvises.*' drawing audiences of over 1.200 

' Strikes Anti Semitic Note Persons. U * 1 ni - ht there were 

* j Atimr+irm v* c Am.. hundreds of cars parked for; 

And Attacks L. S. Alllea blocks around the church Viitu 

I heard Father Coughlin. In the *Hy all of them had A gas ration 
fiery closing minutes of his hour- 5 tj C kcrs. 
long speech, strike n anti-Somi- ^ ’ 

tic note. He urged its followers Crowd Acts as If on Way 
"(o put awav your f wardice and;to Gnv Political Hally 
stop hiding behind a false loler- A s I approached the church, 
ancc which they arc try 1 -Vi *° sell and passed a sign marked "Sou- 
you. Would you be .olcrant— vcnirs ;- j i ound thc well dressed 
>ou mMhrrs and t ithers—if some crow{ j behaving as though It wprr 
one denied your ,Hie daughter? hcadfd lor , ' av pomi „, ra || y . 

1 heard i-ailer rsughhn at- ^ ilc Ihc drivil ' ral , h % 

. fniiif.i i.h huff ( m ’ms mnnirr . ** . ' 


venr^-. no. 3T1 yei 

'Ivhrre will Hu* .. ^ 

.TH- 2 f tV«0.0 > Vs 


to -«jUail X Vti k 
COLGHI.IN 

with persons anxious to he^»r him 
and buy souvenus. The Wednes¬ 
day talks arc believed to hr t'*e 
first steps toward a return to thc 
radio. 

Expected to Make Bid 
For Detroit Auto Labor 

Father Coughlin’s supporter* 
have been boasting that his voice 
Is the only force which can * save 
thc nation." They have been try¬ 
ing to spread alarm over the AFL* 
and CIO’s political activity, which 
they charge is a "godless” cam¬ 
paign. 

Father Coughlin's speeches In¬ 
dicate that his new campaign will 
be designed to establish him as « 
'Tnend” of labor, In gene-al, and 
Detroit labor, In particular, and 
as an enemy of thc AFL and the 
CIO. 

One of his former assoohtes, 
who served as an usher In hU 
lirst little voorit n churrh at 
Rnyel Od . told n.. ?»'..* hr !>•»- 
1 /cVcd th" rl^ric wouJJ t evert tc, 
his old tactics of wooing tho hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of 8trlnmohi!c 
workers ' “ her Coughs 

o.ue % -»• • • 
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OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. Tanaia 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd . 

Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Rendon 
Mr. Jones 

Mr. Mchr .. 

Mr. Mumfcrd 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Nease .. 

Miss Gandy 
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*he . tin" was sndai with another 
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ci’ materialism and a air.st vnss 


t:v?’;-r.p tnat C'r.risfciarity-v ■: bur .:H sut. 
rrp-.ce 1 cathedrals, h*-s tads, auntAn 'S, and trhat has materialisrr; 
i - en you? 



he asserted that ?ope Pius llth had fought against the co. ...urizts 
at the pates of ' 'orsav in 1 J 1 > ••.hen the doles chased the -us si an beds 
backs into Russia; that fins later bee are Pope, he sate that Pius has 
assured the Catholic world that Christians can't cooperate with coruum- 
•- Christians cambt coonsrate th communists even thou ~h thev 


les *y 


' ~ 0 
- - • C 

ci'..o t : oo-ser. 


e e 1 n - 


ie" nayplaco our material bodies ir. their prisons hut 
■riser our soles for they don't believe in the s oul." 


dpocksir.e of the bombing of Cass ion, -ouphlir. arid that frox this 


- 

com erting 


ir. 53? 1.1., '.rent forth the ^t. Augustins, pole." t: 


Truids there to '-hristianity. 


. run: eu unuve: sut- 


i'ose with the 

. .OS a or.v. n?r' 


1 A 


ies and hoseoitals in In plana. • £ 

"Ir. 1313 the aterialists propounded their theory through ..ar;-:, § u 

r;.eir idea rose to poorer in 1917 through Lenir. Let your minds ot be “h 

controlled by those who foster this materialistic culture. The bourgeoisie £ y 
tide of lb,': branch Aevolution and the teachings of Itosseau/ g g- 
ii~ £ “"o’** not bocozrc n.v \>roiiK£r 1 vr* 12 . **ci."*l uc 

"he Christians must realise that ’.re can't hate anyone. Mate is the 
proper tool of this ..arxists who shake their fists at '-‘od. V'e are the 
Christ! a.ns. .13 such vre must lore and r.ot hats. he .rust love the Jaw, 

:.e must not fellow the easy path of hatred. •‘O can't Hitler for Hod mad 
hitler just as ‘* e •'•laueyoi and I. J od commanded that vre love our cnsi.ies 
and those that dsspitsfully use us." 

Courhlin then described the periods of vrars in v.v.ich Christ a:: 
princes (Catholic) fought against Protestant princes. He spoke of the war 
of the '< 5 ses as a similar war. 

He advised the “'arxists to sling back to their corpse, Lenin, and 
there vrrite the epitaph of -arxisir.. He twitted them about the days of 
the btalin-kitler r'act" when you Marxists craised Hitler while vre 
Catholics condemned him and still do. .Ve don't have to wait to find out 
what some “talin thinks before vre can open our mouths. Y. : e knovr that Hass 
is the sane ■ ass that was conducted 1?D3 years ago ar:u “ill bn the same 

Coughlin said that the i’nureh hoc information that Russia would 
oven its ao-'rs to Catholic, Lutheran and Anglican chur;h after the war. 

Ho rend need his audience that -talin once a deacon in the Ca t holic _ 

Ch , . r «'h HBCORDED {/ “ v 

-If “hina he said that he (Courhlin; had founded lY. ~cr>qy s£gST 1, ‘JI- 

so. 1 nary and a university. He said that his contacts the 
best and tnat he thought that d'nar.s !'ai “hek and his -;raciou 
act.ivel; 

!hinitz ar:- --alsev "who are chisalin ■ 5 _ 

He -advised the coranunists locally and nationally (that they would 
soon find trer.selves "..l or. a limb nit. th: limb saved off • ; !i^t 
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1944 

J. DtPARTMtN; OEoHI- • T 


Aid when -inlin recognised 2 a:k~lio. "Ctalln v/cn't war you. He'll just 
leave you rhih and dry for he was little furtmar use for you." 

complained tiiat the '‘.erHears were bsinj radio- conditioned ta_- 
give the Russians .too much credit for vdnning the war" Ahiie v:s n 
could tell 6 : d.iffse'net story are forced into t.»c catacombs". 
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RESOLUTION ON FATiTTR COUP JILIN 

Y IILLEA? : Father Char-let; T, Coughlin las for many years used Ills 

curb to cloak his anti-American, niti-dcrr.ocratic, 
ttr.ti-semitic and un-Christian activities; and 

VTHLASt Ke die er.coura.-e and help organize the Fascist and un- 
Christian, Christian Front; and 

"S WHEREAS s Hits campaign of attack and vilification of the United 

States Government anc cur country’s var effort made it 
^ necc-ssary to bar birr from the air; and 

/ 

/ •- - 

\ V .Lr.I .-w£ : Ho is nor utilising other mean a to epread hie poisonous 

propaganda, and lr. a sreries of weekly political soce-ches 
at the f.hrinc of the Litsle Hover, he has sr.t .red at 
our country’s v;ar effort, Conner:”ed our Allies and uttered 
seditious stj.ee ■•J-nts a. -lnts c- <r- coat try, hu, stated 
in c resent speech M It m.kes no ciffercr.cc v.v.at military 
iorce tins this wax]; and 

YHELLAS* He has carried on private and very profitable enterprises 
in the nano of the Church as has for three years refused 
to submit for public scrutiny the- books cf hi* Radio 
Prague of the Little >lover and other enterprince; and 

V.'LLLAS: lie and his followers have persecuted a liberal and competent 

Hcforoc in the Vichigon Unemployment Compensation Commission 
t-nd deprived him. of his livelihood; and 

Yh.IF.LASj father Coughlin's activities have on several occasions been 
criticized by high dignitaries cf the Catholic Church; and 

Y-iTLiiLAE: The activities of Father Coughlin and some of hie followers 

have been diroctly linked with Fascist agents in this 
co’. itry; and 

THERE30RE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Greater Detroit and Wayne County 
CIO Industrial Union Council call upon Attorney General 
Biddle and the FBI to immediately investigate the activ¬ 
ities of Father Coughlin and his followers and prosecute 
to the fullest extent of the law; and 

EL IT FI"ALLY RESOLVED; Tiut ve call upon all locals In Wayne County 
and all progres ive, democratic Americans to take similar 
action* 

i Submitted by Local 191 SCI.OYA and Executive Eoard Wayne County Council 
to regular meeting V>ayne County CIO Council and adopted April 4, 1944 
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Plans are being made in the ominous silence at Royal Oak 

Happened to Qaihesi Ccuujldin? 


What 


by HENKY HOKE 
outhor of Black Mail 


vcntion of G erald L . ,JK.. 
“S mith 's America First Party, 
Toseptr^Stoffel, Coughlinite 
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Dear 


I have received your letter dated March 14, _ _s; 

19C1, and your interest in communicating with me is =5 

indeed appreciated. 

n 

While I would like to be of assistance, the^ 
jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, strictly = m 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government, dcr ! <^> 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or comnentscoa- g 3= 
cerning the character or integrity of any organisation^ <=n 
publication or individual. I am sure you will under- K 1- 
stand the necessity for this policy and will no% infer 
that we do or do not have in our files the information, 
you desire. ex ^ ’ 

« " • Li 

<- r ' X am enclosing, however, some material con-^; 

cerning the menace of communism in this country which l_ 
you may like to read, is. ^ 

v-i SiwuQiXQ I Sincerely yours, 

n tiW2- 1961 \ -S^aasse \/ 

1 rnMM-FBl __1 w 
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Sincerely yours, 

"v , r)/ ■ 

I.*. - r.s 
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SEE NOTE ON YELLOW, PAGE TWO 









NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Bufiles contain no identifiable references 
to correspondent. 

Father Charles E. Coughlin was allegedly a 
champion of Nazi ideology in the United States and 
allegedly received Nazi money for his pro-Hitler 
propaganda. He founded the weekly publication "Social 
Justice." (62-41602) 


The John rch Society is allegedly an anti- • 

communist organization with chapters throughout the country 
and has not been investigated by the Bureau. Ht.has in 
the past been extremely critical of former President 
Eisenhower. (62-104401) 

The following items of literature were sent 
to the correspondent: 

1. "Communist Target - Youth." 

2. "What You Can do to Fight Communism and 

Preserve America." * 

3. "America - Freedom’s Champion." 

4. "One Nation's Response to Communism." 

5. "How to Beat Communism." 
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TRUE COPY 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


March 14, 1961 

/ 


I I I l 



I realize that you are very busy at not always 
able to correspond with people, but the subject of this 
letter is rather important to me. 

name I am single 

28 years of age. I graduate^rro^TfosTindale High School* 
then put 4 years in the Air Force. I then worked as 
a lineman for various power companies for 4 years, and 
I am now presently employed by the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority in Boston. I am the operator of a Power Station 
for this company. 

I do a great deal of reading and recently I read 
a book titled "Under Cover" by John Roy Carlson, published 
by E.P. Dutton Co. Inc, Copy right 1943. 

My Father has been and still is a patrolman on the 
Boston Police Department for about 33 years. Dad many_.times 
mentioned Father Coughlin and the newspaper he edited ^** Social 
Justice." I was quite young at the time this paper was in 
circulation so I don’t know much of the contents, 
nor much about the theme of this paper. I have been led to 
believe that he stated cold, hard, true facts and because 
of this was subject to quite a bit of pressure and 
eventually stopped from writing or speaking on the radio. 

After reading Carlson’s book, he has been put 
in a quite diffrent light and accused of spreading "Hitlers 
sewer spawned lies." 


IS* 


0 




ercover 

ZL3% 


He states that he did not work for the F.B.l. but 
that he did once in awhile see to it that information got 
into there hands. He said that he work for another Undercover 
organization, not giving any name. 

OTl.3^1^ L* - 4/Co 2- 

Now I am Catholic and realize that one of my own 
can be wrong and that my Father may also be wrong ab out 
Father Coughlin. Maybe John Roy Carlson is right, but 
I would like some verification of his facts. 1951 

He names not only Father Coughlin, but also # «-e _f" 
Charles Lindbergh, H. P. Rand, Eddie Rickenbacker, Henry 
Ford, plus many Senators and Congressmen. He said some ofj 
these men were unknowingly used, but that others knew wha 
they were doing and went along with fascist ideas. 

TRUE COPY 



TRUE COPY 


• i am not ready to accept this man's writings and 
data as truth. He may be bearing a personal grudge and is 
twisting sentences and facts. 

I believe that most of our trouble today is that 
people read a book that happen's to coincide with what they 
want to believe, so they go no further and except as a creed 
what a man wrote without knowing one thing of the author 
himself. That is why people today do not really comprehend 
what communism is. 

Could you please tell me of Father Charles E. 
Coughlin and of John Roy Carlson and his facts if possible. 

Also to get off the first subject, I would 
appreciate any information on the John Birch Society. Many 
of my friends say it is quite a fighting organization 
against communism. Is it on the level or another Aesopian 
type of organization? 


Thank you very much for your time Mr. Hoover. 



t, 
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- Mr. Simpson 


January 18, 1SG2 
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I have recelvod your letter dated January 8 f 
1962, and your interest in writing to me is appreciated. 

The matter to which you referred is undoubtedly 
the case against members of the Christian Front Movement 
in Brcohlyn, New York, in 1940. In January, 1940, 17 members 
of this organization were arrested for alleged violations 
of the Seditious Conspiracy Statute. These individuals 
were 1. licted in February, 1940, by a Federal Grand Jury 
in Brooklyn, New York, for conspiracy to overthrow the 
Governmrit of the United States. The majority of the 
defends ts were acquitted in Juno, 1940, after a jury 
trial in the United States District Court, Eastern District 
of New York, Brooklyn, Njw York, and the Indictments 
against the remaining defendants were subsequently dismissed. 
Reverend Charles E. Coughlin was not one of the defendants 
in this case and was not arrested. 
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assistance to you. 

Sincerely jean, 
ok ** 1 r ... 

Wd t(| $ 13 \ftUR - r. 

V John Edgar Hoove 

\ ’j\. Director.»l' 

/>) . 

■> /•. -- 

DS:pw<3) / y SEE NOTE ON YELLOW, PAGE TWO f. 

i 251262. i 


Z trust the above information will be of~. 




John Edgar H< 
Director. 
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Hoover J 
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NOTE ON YELLOW; 

Pufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
the correspondent. 

While Reverend Coughlin was not one of the 
defendants in the Christian Front case, this organization 
was formed as a result and on the basis of some of his 
teachings. Reverend Coughlin has been the subject of 
Bureau security investigations; however, he has not been 
arrested by the FBI. 
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UNITED STATES C VERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Director 

TO * * , , 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


DEPARTMENT ( 


Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Brennan. C.D, 


Mr. Callahan 


Mr. Casper _ 
Mr. Conrad _ 
Mr. Dalbey _ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Ponder _ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Wallers _ 
Mr. Soyars _ 
Tele. Room . 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy _ 


Robert C. Mardian ftsC/M 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 


FROM 


subject: Father Charles E. Coughlin 


Division 

Urban Education, FordnanmJniversity,New York, New 
York 10023, has been in communication with the De¬ 
partment regarding a biography he is preparing on £ 
Father Coughlin. Specifically he has requested 
access to "Father Coughlin's personal papers and 
records . . . subpoenaed in early 1942 . . . and 
never returned." * . 


Despite exhaustive search, the Department 
: to locate such papers. Accordingly, 

|was asked to furnish further details 
f this matter. He has now advised that 
"Father Coughlin stated that his records were taken 
from his church, the Shrine of the Little Flower 
Parish in Royal Oak, Michigan, by FBI men." 


was unabl 


In line with the above it would be appre 
ciated if you would cause a review of appropriate 
Bureau files and those of your Detroit office to 
assist in locating these "personal records" of 
Father Coughlin if such were in fact taken from ' 
him as stated. 


tBI 

KCDAEC-lOrjO* 

me <3 sik.ii 









Mr. J, P, Thomas 
Mr. L. L. Anderson 


8/31/71 


Alrtel 


SAC, Detroit (100-7621) 


From: Director, FBI (62-41602) 


FATHER CHARLES EDWARD COUGHLIN 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SEDITION 

(INTERNAL ;SECURITY SECTION) 


Enclosed is one copy of Departmental letter 
dated 8/25/71, which is self-explanatory. 


Bureau files fail to reveal that Bureau is 
in possession of personal papers of Father Coughlin, 
which allegedly were subpoenaed in early 1942 and 
never returned, according to Father Coughlin. 


Bureau files indicate, however, that 
Father Coughlin and his publication ’'Social Justice" 
were subjects of investigation by a ‘'propaganda grand 
jury in Washington, D. C.,- in 1942. Coughlin's 
personal records may have been subpoenaed by grand jury 
at that time. 


Detroit promptly review files to determine 
basis, if any, for Father Coughlin's statements and 
suairtel with LHM suitable for dissemination to 
Department settin g forth resu lts. 

Enclosure mailed iz -- T - 

(*>T^ AUG301971 Si v- 


NOTE 


Toleon 


^^^^^^^Jepartment has received request from m 

^ Division of Urban Education, 
Fordham University, New York, requesting access to 
"Father Coughlin's personal papers and records . . 
subpoenaed in early 1942 ... and never returned." 


Sullivan 


Bishop_ 

Brennan. C.D. 


Callahan 


Casper 


Conrad 


Dalbey 


Ponder 


NOTE CONTINUED PAGE TWO 


Rosen 


Ttvel 


Soy.r. 
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Airtel •to Detroit 

Re: Father Charles Edward Coughlin 

62-41602 


NOTE CONTINUED : 

^reportedly is preparing a biography on ^ 7 

Father Coughlin and Father Coughlin has indicated 
these records were taken from his church in Royal Oak, 
Michigan, by FBI men. Father Coughlin, allegedly a 
follower of Nazi ideology, has been the subject of 
Bureau security investigations in the past; however, 
Bureau files fail to indicate Bureau is in possession 
of records referred to above. Department has requested 
review of information in appropriate Bureau files in 
this regard. 
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Cwip. $f •». , 
Kit. AM«lt« . 
^Kii&Cm, 

611 , Iav. _ 

UllM. _ 

In • paction _ 

IftUll_ 


Department of Reference and 
Bibliography 
The University Libraries 
The University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 32G01 

Dear IS 


•lay 17, 1974 
1 - Mr. Mintz 


l0 # **$* 

igSe**** 




This is to acluiowledgc rece ipt of your lette r on 
April 29th concerning information on — 

For your information, investigatory files of the !j 

FBI are exempt from public disclosure pursuant to the pro- E- 

vicions of the Freedom of Information Act. However, in July, ^ 

1973, former Attorney General Elliot Richardson instructed 
that Department of Justice files older than 15 years and of <j5| 

historical interest should be made available to historical 
researchers with certain deletions. 

It is our decision, based on our review of FBI file3 
concerning the subject matter of your inquiry and our inter¬ 
pretation of Attorney-General Order 523-73, that these files 
are not of the historical significance envisioned by the Order. ^ 
In our view, th<» historical benefits which night be derived 
from the release of these files is outweighed by our considera- * 
tion for the privacy of the individuals nentioned in our records. 

3 

You niy appeal my decision in this natter by writing 
to the Attorney General, Attention: Office of Legal Counsel, ^ 
Washington, D. C. 20530. Additionally, judicial review is 
thereafter available either in the district in which you reside 
or have a place of business or in the District of Columbia, 
the locav...) of the records to which you seek access. j 


K,AILED 3 . 


— • MAY, 171974. 




Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Kelley 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 
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Director S«c\ ! 


V/ i • r l il6 U6pUtV M i\C COi.iicjf Vjcmsi.u4. " 

Y 1 Bufile 6,2-1.15530 (FOI-REPLIES) 
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SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 










Mr^Ray Jones 


NOTE: Eufiles indicate we conducted an Application for Pardon 

After Completion of Sentence investigation concerning Leo F. 
r Reardon in 1954 (73-12068). In addition, there are numerous 
references to Reardon in our investigatory files. It is the 
opinion of the FOIA Unit, based on our experience with 
historical policy, that the individuals mentioned in the 
incoming communication are not of the historical signficance 
which would require our releasing FBI files. Reverend 
Billy James Hargis, a non-denomiriational minister, founded 
the Christian Crusade, Tulsa, Oklahoma, an untra-conservative 
group whose main doctrine is anti-communism. The FBI investi¬ 
gated Hargis in 1957 and 1968 concerning possible Registration 
Act violations. Neither investigation developed information 
that a violation of the Registration Act had occurred. 
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jfrdcrol Bureau of Imiratigation 
Unitrft States ©epartment of Justice 
Siashington, B. C. 
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March 14, 1939 


UEnORaw Old 1 (JR iUl 
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The Bureau Is in po3oesaion of an anoiymous confidential 
- oomnunication/under date of karch 6, 1939, which proports tqlfilrt 
/ professionarffcatrlotlcOrganizations operating in the United States. 
The contents of this commun ic ation have not been verified by investi- 


V 


gat ion. 

As of possible 
porated herewith. 


future Interest, this list is being incor- 
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)r M 

K 


Advisory associates 
America in Danger 
i American federation of Youth 
I Tho American Guard 
American Nationalist Party 1 ' 
American Publication Society 
American Vigilante Intelligence 
federation 
American White Guard 
b Anglo-Saxon Federation 
j-Aryan Republicans 

The Uhrlst Ian Amer. Crusade 
Uhrlstl® Free Press 
Natl. Union for Social Justice 
(Father Chas.E.Coughlin) 
Frnest Goemer Publicity Bureau 

r Knij^it s of the Flaming Heart and 
and Purple Robe 
| Ku hlux Klan 

j League for Constitutional Govt. 

I National Gentile League 
j Natl. Socialist n'orkero Party of 
Order of American Patriots 
b-Oxir Nation Club 
' Patriotic Order Sons of America 
v Central Patriotic Committee 


I f‘4 


\ 


Silver Shirts 

■ Committee of One Million - 

James True Associates 
! Washington's Bodyguard 

The Pathfinders . —- 

1 Paul Revere Sentinels I 

, American Patriots, Inc. 

I Black Legion 
i Jvcyan League of America 
<’ Protestant War Veterans r 
— i»rya Publishers 
American Coalition 
Natl. Committee Against Communism 
American Christian Defenders 
,,American Gospel Crusaders 
,■ American National Labor Party 


-American Nationalist Confederation 


£QKBS Destroyed 
£8 APR 28 1961 







>Aincr. Vigilante Intelligence Federation 
; Aryan Book Store 
Benjamin Franklin Society 
, iiilittnt Christian Patriots 
Amer.»- Civil Intelligence Bureau 
f Crusader V,hite Shirts 
| Defenders of the Faith 
-Edmondson's American Vigilante 
Hidden 
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Industrial Defence Aasooiation 
1~ Order of Red Hearts 
I Knights of the Yihlte Camellia 
J The Beacon Light 
* Militant Christians 
I Nation and Race 

[•National Protective Order of Sentlles 
.Nationalist Book Mart 
Order of '76 
Pan-Aryan Alliance 
I Pyramid Book Shop 
Right Caure Publishing Company 
. World Alliance Against Jewish aggressiveness 
j i'hird Party 

-Vigilante and Affiliated Organizations 
Defenders of order and Liberty 
Trinity League 
( The Christian Front 
• White Front 

National Independence Union 
American School of Christian Democracy 
Patriotic Society 

American Arti3ts* Protective Association 
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German Activities in the— 
United States - Subversive 
Activities. 


The following is a partial list of so-called Fascist organi¬ 
zations in the United States: 


f American Federation of Youth 
^J The American Guard 
' I American Nationalist Party / 

( N American Publication Society./ 

*’V American White Guard 
Anglo-Saxon Federation 
Aryan Republicans ' 

The Christian American Crusade 
Christian Free Prese 
National Union for Social Justice 
(Father Chas. E. Coughlin) 

\ Ernest Goemer Publicity Bureau 
Knights of the Flaming Heart aackjv 
Purole Robe 

, . Ku Klux Klan v 

League for Constitutional 
Government 

National Gentile league 
Black Legion 
American Coalition 
American Gospel Crusaders 
American National Labor Party 
American Nationalist Confederation 
American Vigilant Intelligence 
Federation 
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Order of American Patriots ' 

Our Nation Club 

Patriotic Order Sons of America 
Central Patriotic Committee 
Silver Shirts 

Coramittee of One ..lillion — 
James True Associates » 
Washington 1 s Bodyguard 
The Pathfinders 
American Patriots, Inc. ' 

Paul Revere Sentinels / 

Aryan League of America ' 
Protestant l.ar Veterans Y 
National Coramittee Against 
Communism 

American Curistian Defenders 
Edmonson's American Vigilante ' 
Hidden Empire 

Industrial Defense Association 
Order of Red Hearts 
Knights of the White Camellia s 
Tiie Beacon Light 

Militant Chri stians _ _ ——* 

Nation and Rade ~ZTr- /A_ 
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benjamin Franklin Society- 
Militant Christian 
Patriots 

j Civil Intelligence Bureau 
Crusader White Shirts 
Defenders of the Faith 
World Alliance Against Jewish 
Aggressiveness 

Defenders of Order and Liberty 
Trinity League 

National Socialist Y/orkers Party 
of America 



\ 


National Protective Order of 
Gentiles 

Nationalist Book Mart 

Order of '76 

Pan-Aryan Alliance 

Right Cause Publishing Company 

The Christian Front 

White Front 

National Independence Union 
American School of Christian 
Democracy 

American Artists' Protective 
Association 
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The following documents appearing in FBI files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedom of 
Information Act (FOlA) (Title S, United States Code, Section 5S2), Privacy Act of 1974 (PA) (Title S, United Stales Code, 
Section 552a), and/or Litigation 
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□ FOIA/PA □ Litigation d Executive Order Applied 
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Title of Case _ 

•File_ Section _ 
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